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LETTER,  &c. 


GENTLEMEN, 


It  was  impofTiblc  for  me  to  read 
your  la  ft  Report,  without  feeling  myfelf  ft  rongly 
impelled,  by  a regard  for  truth,  the  welfare  of  the 
army,  and  my  own  profeflion,  to  endeavour  at  leaft, 
to  corredtfome  parts  of  it,  which  feem  to  be  founded 
in  error,  and  pregnant  with  dangerous  confequences  ; 
and  it  is  for  this  purpofe  that  1 now  addrefs  you  pub- 
licly, and  in  my  own  name,  being  fenfible  that  by 
doing  it  anonymoufly,  I (hould  depart  from  that  re- 
fpedt  which  is  juftly  due  to  your  diftinguilhed  cha- 
racters, and  to  the  high  authority  under  which  you 
have  acted. 

• ' 

To  many  parts  of  your  Report,  I offer  no  objection, 

believing  indeed  that  it  is  generally  meritorious  where- 
ever  you  have  had  a competent  knowledge  of  the 
fubjeCt ; and  where  this  has  not  been  the  cafe,  I moft 
willingly  allow  your  intentions  to  have  been  pure 
and  upright : and  if,  in  the  courfe  of  my  arguments 
or  obfervations,  there  fhould  at  any  time  feem  to 
be  room  for  doubt  in  this  refpeCl,  in’confequence  of 
any  inexplicit  or  incorreCt  expreflion,  I earneftly  in- 
treat that  my  words  may  be  fo  conftrued  and  under- 
ftood,  as  to  be  made  conformable  to  this  declaration, 
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and  to  the  fincere  refpe6t  for  you  all  which  it  is  my 
wifti  to  manifeft  on  every  occafion. 

You  have  indeed  candidly  admitted  in  p.  87,  of  your 
Report,  that  “ the  fubjefl  of  your  enquiry  was  new  to 
every  member  of  the  commijfiony*  [z.  circumftance  very 
much  to  be  regretted  in  my  humble  opinion),  and 
that  notwithftanding  your  anxiety  to  be  rightly 
informed,  you  may  have  been  milled  in  your  infor- 
mation on  fome  points  ; and  that  you  may  have  con- 
fequently  judged  incorredlly  of  them.’*  That  you 
have  been  fo  milled,  and  that  you  have  drred  in  your 
judgments,  will  I think  appear,  and  to  a much 
greater  extent  than  you  imagine,  or  than  you  would 
have  been  or  done,  if  with  lefs  “ anxiety”  you  had 
fought  information  dire£ilyy  by  regularly  examining 
thofe  who  were  moft  able  and  belt  difpofed  to  give 
it  impartially.  You  would  then  probably  have  com- 
menced your  examinations  with  unbialfed  minds,  an 
advantage  of  no  fmall  importance,  in  an  enquiry  fo 
intricate  and  complicated  as  that  which  you  were 
about  to  undertake.  But  unfortunately  you  thought 
it  expedient  to  prepare  youifelves  by  reading  fome 
of  the  publications  of  a writer,  noted  for  a ftrong 
propenlity  to  innovating  proje61s  and  fpeculations, 
as  well  as  for  eccentric  and  peculiar  opinions,  and  who 
from  the  courfe  and  events  of  his  life,  mull  have 
' adopted  lafting  prejudices  on  feveral  of  the  topics  to 
which  that  enquiry  was  diredled. 

When  men  read,  and  only  read  the  books  of  one 
author,  and  that  on  fubjedls  of  which  they  are  unin- 
formed, he-muft  indeed  be  much  lefs  expert  than 
Dr.  Jackfon  if  he  does  not  perfuade  them  to  adopt 
m/)ft  of  his  opinions ; and  a perufal  of  the  publica- 
tions to  which  you  have  repeatedly  and  candidly 
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referred  * will  readily  difcover  that  every  part  of  your 
report  which  has  appeared  to  require  animadverfion 
from  me,  muft  have  been  produced,  in  fome  degree  at 
leaft,  by  Dr.  jackfon's  aflertions  or  fuggeftions.  Whe- 
ther the  legiflature  intended  that  you  (liould  adopt  this 
method  of  obtaining  information,  I will  not  prefume 
to  enquire  ; though  I cannot  help  thinking  that  if  a 
report  by  parliamentary  commiflioners  refpefting  the 
value  of  Dr.  Jackfon’s  proje6ls  had  been  defired,  it 
might  have  been  obtained  with  more  advantage  and 
lefs  expence  to  the  public,  by  the  appointment  of  gen- 
tlemen intimately  acquainted  with  medical  fubjetSls,  and 
confequently  lefs  liable  to  be  mifled  by  plautible  de- 
clamation, and  confident  mifreprefentation. 

One  of  the  firfl:  effecfts  produced  in  your  minds,  by 
the  reading  of  Dr.  Jackfon’s  books,  was  a belief  that 
regimental  furgeons  are  alone  qualified  to  difcharge  the 
duties  of  army  phyficians,  and  that  the  latter  are  con- 
fequently ufelefs  in  armies ; or  that,  if  fuffered  to 
continue,  they  ought  to  be  felefled  exclufively  from 
the  former.  As  this  is  a queftion  of  no  little  import- 
ance, it  may  be  proper  for  me  to  notice  the  allegations 
and  arguments  by  which  Dr.  Jackfon  appears  to  have 
induced  you  to  adopt  his  opinion  refped:ing  it;  an 
opinion  originating  perhaps  from  his  own  anomalous 
and  irregular  progrefs  in  life.  Mankind  are  apt  to 
identify  themfelves  with  the  circumftances,  lituations. 


* Thefe  publications  (by  Dr.  Robert  Jackfon)  are,  ifl. 
Remarks  on  the  Confiitution  of  the  Medical  Department  of 
the  Britifli  Army,  printed  in  1803.  2dly,  A Syftem  of 
Arrangement  for  the  Medical  Department  of  Armies, 
printed  in  1805.  In  referring  to  thefe  publications  (as  I 
(hall  have  frequent  occ'afion  to  do)  I fliall  only  note  the 
page  and  the  year  in  which  each  was  publiflied. 
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and  purfults  to  which  they  have  been  moft  habituated, 
and,  from  a kind  of  felfifh  partiality,  to  give  them  a 
preference  over  others,  of  the  advantages  of  which 
they  arc  ignorant.  This  obfervation  will  often  apply 
to  men  the  moft  liberally  educated,  and  therefore  the 
leaft  liable  to  become  prejudiced  ; among  thefe  many 
are  obferved  to  prefer,  to  every  oiher,  not  only  the 
univerfity,  but  the  particular  college  of  which  they 
had  by  chance  been  members,  only  becaufe  they  were 
educated  at  that  college  and  in  that  univerfity.  In  this 
refpedf,  I muft  acknowledge  that  Dr.  Jackfon  has 
manifefted  fome  indulgence  to  the  army  phyficians  ; 
for  he  does  not  require  that  we  fhould  all  have  been 
educated  exaftly  vdiere,  and  as  he  was,  and  that 
with  little  or  no  fcience,  and  “ only  a fmall  (hare  of 
profeflional  information,’*  (as  he  dates  of  himfelf)  we 
(hould  all  adventure  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  after- 
wards to  Georgia,  and  there  get  attached,  “ in  the 
loweft  medical  ftation,”  to  a Britifii  regiment.  But 
he  requires,  that  to  become  army  phyficians  wx  (hould 
all  enter  the  army  in  the  loweft  fituation,  and  if, 
before  he  had  attained  any  office  more  elevated,  he  had 
been  able  to  leap  into  that  of  army  phyfician,  as  he 
endeavoured  in  1794,  we  might  then,  probably, 
have  had  his  permiffion  to  make  a (imilar  leap.  Fail- 
ing, however,  in  that  attempt,  and  being  afterw'ards 
appointed  furgeon  to  a regiment,  he  has  difcovefed 
that  regimental  furgeons,  who  had  been  furgeon’s 
mates,  are  “ the  only  petfons  In  the  nation y pofteffing 
pratftical  knowledge  of  military  difeafes  (fee  pub- 
lication of  1803.  P*  i office  of  regimen- 

tal furgeon  is  the  only  ftation  where  a corredl 
knowledge  of  the  phyfician’s  duty  can  be  acquired 
(id.  p.  19),  and  “ that  the  moft  ufeful  army  phyficians 
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are  to  be  found  in  the  clafs  of  regimental  furgeons  or 
pf  ftafF furgeons,  who  have  rifen  by  a regular  grada- 
tion,” i.  e.  alter  being  mates  and  regimental  furgeons, 
id.  p.  17. 

To  illuftrate  and  fupport  this  novel  dodlrine,  he 
pretends  that  there  is  fomething  new  and  peculiar 
in  the  military  general  hofpitals,  which  the  phyfician 
who  has  not  been  a regimental  furgeon,  and  who  con- 
fequently  has  not  ferved  in  regimental  hofpitals, 
can  never  properly  learn  (1803,  p.  9,  and  23.  — 
1805,  p.  95.)*  Yet  he  tells  us, ' in  feveral  parts  of  the 
former  of  thefe  works,  that  the  regimental  differ  from 
the  general  hofpitals,  only  hy  being  “ on  a [mailer  fcale 
that  in  the  latter  “ the  circle  of  a61ion  is  only  widenedy 
the  principle  and  manner  of  adfing  are  not  changed,** 
p.  23,  and  alfo  at  p.  g,  he  fays,  “ the  management 
of  a general  hofpital  is  afimilar  though  more  extenfive 
duty,”  than  the  management  of  “ the  lick  of  a regi- 
ment.’* To  pretend  then  that  phylicians,  who  have 
been  converfant  with^-w«7  hofpitals,  cannotmake  them- 
felves  mafters  of  the  few  circumftances  which  are  pe- 
culiar to  military  hofpitals,  unlefs  , they  begin  with 
thofe  among  the  latter,  which  are  on  the  Jmallejl  JcaUy 
is  as  idle  and  unreafonable  as  it  would  be  to  aflert, 
that  a feaman  could  never  learn  how  to  perform  his 
duty  on  board  a (hip  of  the  line,  without  having  pre- 
vioufly  failed  in  a frigate.  The  truth  is,  that  general 
hofpitals  are  not  only  on  a larger  fcale,  but  direfted  by 
medical  officers  of  fuperior  ranks  and  abilities,  and 
therefore  much  more  may  be  learned  in  them,  and 
in  much  lefs  time,  than  in  the  regimental  ; and  it  is  a 
manifeft  abfurdity  to  fuppofe  that  phylicians  from  ci- 
vil life,  with  their  fuperior  attainments,  and  their 
habits  of  acquiring  knowledge,  cannot  become  maflers 


« 
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of  every  thing  peculiar  to  military  hofpitals,  with 
greater  facility  than  hofpital  mates.  Even  Dr.  ]ack- 
fon  has  admitted  (1803,  P*  33)  acquiring  a 

knowledge  of  the  military  difcipline,  &c,  of  thefe  hof- 
pitals, the  profeflional  ftudies”  of  a medical  man 
give  him  great  advantages  over  other  men  ; for  he  has 
been  led  in  his  refearches,  to  trace  to  their  principles^ 
the  powers  of  a6tion  in  man,  both  in  body  and  mind,  fo 
that  he  acquires  a facility  of  arranging  corre6Hy  and 
fyftematically  materials  which  appear,  in  their  exter- 
nal circumftances,  to  be  heterogeneous  and  difcord- 
ant/' 

Another  of  Dr.  Jackfon’s  pretences  is,  that  there  is 
no  difference  “ between  the  military  phyfician  and  the 
military  furgeon (1805,  p.  29)  that  “ the  medical 
art  is  a whole^  conne6fed  intimately,  in  all  its  parts.’* 
And  that  “ the  divifion  of  its  parts  marrs  the  progrefs 
of  the  art,  as  a fcience.’*  (1805,  P*  9-1-)*  affertion 
which  is  left  not  only  without  any  fupport  from  him, 
but  which  is  obvioully  contradiSled  by  reafon,  by  ex- 
perience and  by  analogy,  in  every  other  art  or  fcience  ; 
it  is  even  contradicled  by  what  he  had  previoufly  ftated 
‘in  his  work  of  1803,  p.  29,  where  he  fays  that  “ in 
civil  life  a divifion  or  participation  of  labour,  among 
phyficians,  furgeons,  and  apothecaries,  is  found  to 
be  ufeful.”  He  might  alfo  have  fiated,  becaufe  it  is 
well  known,  that  in  confideration  of  the  limited  powers 
of  the  human  mind,  it  has  been  found  advantageous  to 
fubdivide  thefe  divi/ionSy  and  encourage  fome  men  to 
devote  their  attention  and  faculties  almoft  exclufively 
to  the  difeafes  of  the  eyes,  other  men  to  thofe  of  the 
ears,  &c.  and  others  again  to  thepradlicc  of  midwifery. 
The  more  ancient  Egyptians  are  faid  to  have  had  par- 
ticular phyficians  for  each  feparate  difeafe ; and  it  is 
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not  improbable  that  in  a great  metropolis,  where  con- 
fiderable  numbers  of  medical  men  find  employment, 
almoft  anyone  of  them,  after  acquiring  fufficienfe  ge- 
neral or  preparatory  knowledge,  might  by  directing  his 
whole  attention  and  exerting  all  his  faculties  upon  a 
particular  clafs  of  difeafes,  become  much  more  ex- 
pert and  fuccefsful  in  their  treatment,  than  he  other- 
wife  would  have  been,  if  his  thoughts  and  fenfes  had 
been  equally  hejlowed  upon  all  the  diforders  incident  to 
mankind. 

Such  indeed  is  the  power  of  truth,  that  Dr.  Jackfon 
has  been  compelled  by  it,  tomanifefthis  conviction 
of  the  reality  and  propriety  of  a diftindtion  between 
phyfick  and  furgery,  even  when  he  was  labouring  to 
prove  the  contrary — for  in  recommending  the  eftablilh- 
ment  of  a medical  fchool  for  the  army,  and  a gradual 
promotion  of  the  pupils,  all  under  the  denominations  of 
battalion  afliftants,  battalion  furgeons,  and  furgeons  of 
regiments  or  brigades,  he  direfls  for  the  fervice  of  the 
hofpitals,  that  phyficians,  with  peculiar  and  fuperior 
qualifications,  (hall  be  feleCted  from  the  higher  clafs, 
becaufe,  fays  he,  “ the  confideration  and  cure  of  internal 
difeafes  which  fall  within  the  phyfician’s  province,  are 
the  more  important y and  for  the  moft  part,  the  more  nu- 
merous clafs  of  maladies,  which  occur  in  military  hof- 
pitals.”— “ Hence,  he  adds,  the  phyfician’s  talk  Is  pro- 
minent, &c,  (1805.  p- 418.)  But  “ furgeons  of  hofpi- 
tals,” he  tells  us,  (1805.  p.  30.}  “ are  moft  fuitably 
taken  from  the  (inferior)  clafs  of  furgeons  of  batta- 
lions becaufe  their  “ main  qualification  confifts  in  ma- 
tured judgment  and  manual  dexterity**  And  in  the  pre- 
ceding page  he  mentions  “ the  phyfician's  mental  ta- 
lent ;”  and  “ the  furgeon’s  manual  dexterity  feelings 
(in  fpite  of  his  own  arguments  to  the  contrary)  that  a 
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rea/ difFerence  exifts,  between  the  former  and  the  lat- 
ter ; and  that  forne  men  are  better  adapted  by  nature, 
as  well  as  by  education,  for  the  one  than  the  other  of 
thefe  profeflions. 

It  feems,  however,  that  a contrary  opinion  had  been 
ftrongly  eftabliftied  in  your  minds  by  the  reading  of  Dr. 
Jackfon's  publications,  previous  to  the  1 2th  of  March, 
1807,  when  you  firft  began  to  colledl  viva  voce  evi- 
dence, by  examining  the  phyfician  general  on  oath  ; 
and  your  nth  queftion  to  him,  (manifeitly  fuggefled, 
like  feveral  of  the  others,  by  Dr.  Jackfon’s  opinions 
and  affertions)  was  in  thefe  words,  viz.  would  not  the 
'gentlemen  who  have  adfed  as  furgeons  to  regiments, 
and  have  afterwards  ferved  in  army  hofpitals  (in  both 
which  fituations,  according  to  your  letter  to  us,  there 
is  greatly  more  medical,  than  chirurgical  pra61ice,)  be 
equally,  or  rather  more  fit,  to  be  appointed  phyficians 
to  the  army  than  the  perfons  you  have  ufually  recom- 
'mendcd  ?(i.  e.  thofe  legally  authorized  to  practice  phy- 
fick  in  England.)  To  this  queflion  Sir  Lucas  Pepys 
anfwered,  “ I think  not,  becaufe  their  education,  does 
not  lead  them  to  the  knowledge  of  principles,**  An  an- 
fwer  which  though  fhort,  might  have  given  you  very 
important  information,  if  it  had  been  well  imderftood, 
and  well  confidered  by  you.  For  moft  certainly,  with- 
out fcientific  principles,  that  experience  on  which  Dr. 
Jackfon  refts  all  the  pretenfions  of  the  regimental  fur- 
geons to  become  army  phyficians,  would  prove  gene- 
rally ufelefs,  and  frequently  delujivcy  at  beft  it  could 
only  produce  a mechanical  or  empirical  routine  of  prac- 
tice, which  may  perhaps  be  the  “army  medical  prac- 
tice,’* fo  often  mentioned,  as  a matter  of  great  im- 
portance, in  your  report,  and  which  could  not  be  much 
better,  than  ih^he/pital  pradlice  fo  facetioufly  deferibed 
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by  the  late  Mr.  Foote  in  his  Devil  upon  Two  Sticks. 
Whether  you  deemed  this  fort  of  pradlice  adequate  to 
the  wants  of  foldiers,  or  whether  you  did  not  under- 
hand, or  did  not  attend  to  the  anfw'erof  the  phylician- 
general,  I know  not ; but  it  certainly  appears  to  have 
been  loft  upon  and  among  you  ; for  though  it  is  once 
barely  ftated  in  your  report,  you  do  not  appear  to  have 
allowed  it  the  fmalleft  weight  in  oppofition  to  Dr. 
Jackfon’s  opinion. 

Your  next  or  I2th  queflion  to  the  phyfician-gcneral 
is,  “ would  not  the  hope  of  fuch  promotion  act  as  an 
ufeful  ftimulus  to  the  diligence  and  good  condu6l  of 
the  inferior  officers,  in  the  medical  department  of  the 
army?’^  To  which  he  anfwered  “ no  doubt  an  increafe 
of  pay  would  a6t  as  a ftimulus,  but  that  ftiould  not 
be  obtained  at  the  expence  of  the  lives  of  the  foldiers.”  ' 
This  anfwer  appears  to  have  been  as  much  loft  upon 
you  as  the  former,  though  it  might  have  fuggefted  a 
mode  of  encouraging  men  properly  qualified  to  offer 
themfelves  as  candidates  for  the  inferior  army  medical 
offices, and  of  rendering  them  diligent  afterwards,  with- 
out endangering  the  lives  of  foldiers, 

Thofe  who  have  fufficient  learning,  (and  it  requires 
no  fmall  portion)  to  be  able  to  form  adequate  con- 
ceptions of  the  various  abftrufe,  and  extenfive  branches 
of  fcience,  which  are  connefted  with,  and  neceffary  for, 
the  pra61ice  of  phyfic  and  furgery,  will  readily  admit, 
that  the  greateft  natural  endowments,  with  the  ut- 
moft  indullry  during  a long  life,  are  not  too  much  for 
the  fafe  and  beneficial  exercife  of  only  one  of  theje  divi~ 
Jions  of  the  healing  art ; and  that  both  phyficians,  and 
furgeons,  are  now  much  better  qualified  for  their  re- 
fpe6live  diJUnB  profejjionsy  than  they  could  have  been 
if  each  had  equally  applied  himfelf  not  only  to  his  own 
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. but  to  the  other’s  prufeflTion.  It  appears  to  have  been 
a convidiion  of  this  important  truth  that  firfl  produced, 
and  has  fince  upheld  for  ages  the  divijion  in  queftion  : a 
divifion  which  has  been  fandlioned  by  the  experience 
and  approbation  of  every  civilized  nation  in  Europe, 
and  refpedled  even  by  the  moft  furious  innovators  of  the 
French  revolution  ; who,  when  they  had  overturned 
the  throne  and  the  altar ^ and  aboliflied  the  moft  venera- 
ble eftabliftiments  of  their  anceftors,  ftill  maintained 
both  in  military  and  civil  life,  the  diftindlion  be- 
tween phyfic  and  furgery  ; and  invariably  placed  phy^^ 
Jtcians  at  the  head  of  the  medical  departments  of  the 
French  armies,*  But  you,  gentlemen,  YG.t\6crtd  confident 
by  a very  little  reading  upon  a queftion  which  was  ne%v 
to  every  one  of  you,,  feem  to  have  thought  yoiirfelves 
competent  to  decide  it  differently  from  the  reft  of 
mankind  ; and  have  ventured  to  propofe  a complete 
abolition  of  all  diftin6lion  between  phyfic  and  furgeryj 
fo  far  at  leaft  as  regards  the  Britifli  army,  and  to  re* 
commend  with  a view  to  their  entire  exclufion,  that  no 
more  army  phyjicians  Jhould  be  appointed ; and  this 
recommendation  you  have  endeavoured  to  fupport 
by  mifreprefentations,  innocently  made,  I am  per- 


* The  French  army  in  Egypt,  when  I was  there  iniSoi,  had 
for  its  phyfician  in  chief  (medecin  en  chef),  M.  Defgenettes, 
who  was  at  the  head  of  the  medical  department : under  him 
were  feveral  army  phyficians  (medecins  ordinaires);  M. 
Larrey  being  then  fiirgeon  in  chief  (chirurgien  en  chef)  : and 
M.  Boudet,  apothecary  in  chief  (pharmacien  en  chef). — 
About  the  fame  time  the  French  army  of  the  Rhine  had  for 
its  .firft  phyfician,  and  chief  medical  officer,  Jofeph  Adam 
Lorentz  with  the  title  of  “ medecin  en  chef  de  I’armee  de  la 
republique  Franfaife  fur  le  Rhin.”  Other  inftances  might 
be  adduced  but  thefewill  fuffice. 
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fuaded,  and  without  any  fufpicion  of  their  being  fuch. 
One  of  thefe  (manifeltiy  derived  from  Dr.  Jackfon’s 
mifinformation)  may  be  found  in  feveral  parts  of  your 
report,  where  the  appointment  of  regular  phyficians 
from  civil  life  is  reprefented  by  you  as  an  innovathn  ^ 
e,  g.  at  page  i6,  in  which  you  ftate  “ that  in  the  medical 
fervice  of  the  ordnance  there  arc  no  phyficians  5 and  in 
the  royal  navy  the  phyficians  hold  the  highefl:  rank, 
and  are  appointed  from  the  furgeons  in  thofe  fervices  ; 
and  this”  (you  add)  “ was  the  pra61ice  alfo,  as  we  un- 
derftand,  in  the  army  medical  department,  previous  to 
the  formation  of  the  hoard  in  \']()'^\*  and  this  mifrepre- 
fentation  is  not  merely  ftated  in  your  report,  but  you 
have  incautioufly  advanced  it,  when  you  were  interro- 
gating perfons  under  oath,  and  thus  (without  any 
improper  intention  I believe)  encouraged  them  to 
fuppofe  that  the  regimental  furgeons  had  been  aggrie- 
ved, by  this  fuppofed  novel  praftice,  of  taking  army 
phyficians  from  civil  life,  inftead  of  promoting  regi- 
mental furgeons  to  that  office — one  inftance  of  this  will 
be  fufficient,  and  it  occurs  in  your  fecond  examination 
of  Dr.  Borland  (p.  160),  where  your  4th  quefiion  is 
ftated  in  thefe  words,  viz.  did  it  appear  to  you,  that 
the  regimental  furgeons,  who  had  been  appointed  before 
the  creation  of  the  medical  hoard  in  1793,  ufedto 

fucceed  to  the  medical Jiaff  appointments  in  the  army^  were 
unequal  to  the  cure  ot  the  fick  of  the  army  Dr. 
Borland’s  anfwer  to  this  queftion  will  be  noticed  in 
another  place.  The  queftion  itfelf  is  here  ftated  only 
to  (how  the  error  which  accompanied  your  interroga- 
tories, and  w'hich  was  by'them  probably  communicated 
to  fome  of  the  witnefles.  It  remains,  however,  for  me 
to  convince  you  of  this  error,  and  I (hall  have  no  dif- 
ficulty in  doing  it.  The  hafte  indeed  with  which  I 
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find  it  neceflary  to  fini-fh  my  letter,  will  not  allow  me 
to  recur  to  the  medical  hiftory  of  the  Britifti  army,  or 
the  biography  of  all  who  at  different  times  had  been 
appointed  army  phyficians,  for  all  the  fa6ls  of  which 
I might  otherwife  avail  myfelf ; a fufficient  number 
of  them,  however,  is  known  to  anfwer  my  purpofe. 
l^'rom  thefe,  it  appears  that  the  appointment  of  furgeons 
to  regiments  has  been  coeval  with  the  formation  of 
regiments;  but  that  of  army  phyficians  took  place 
long  after,  and  only  upon  extraordinary  occafions ; as 
when  confiderable  armies  or  expeditions  were  to  be 
employed,  efpecially  on  foreign  fervice,  phyficians  were 
then  attached  to  one  particular  army  or  expedition  ; 
and  when  the  fervice  allotted  to  fuch  army  or  expedi- 
tion was  finifhed,  the  phyfician  or  phyficians  (if  more 
than  one)  were  commonly  allowed  to  retire  on  half 
pay,  and  rarely,  if  ever,  called  again  into  adlual  fer- 
vice. 

The  motive  for  fuch  extraordinary  appointments 
was  a convidfion  of  the  expediency  of  providing  for  thofe 
particular  fervices,  medical  afliftance  greatly  fuperior 
to  any  which  could  be  expefled  from  the  furgeons  of 
regiments  and  their  mates,  of  whofe  talents  the  army 
was  already  pofleffed.  This  afirifiance,yw/><?r/(5r  to  that 
which  already  belonged  to  the  army,  could  only  be  ob- 
tained from  phyficians  in  civil  life  ; and  it  w'as  cer- 
tainly not  fought  for  any  where  elfe.  A proof  of  the 
high  eftimation  in  which  regular  phyficians  thus  em- 
ployed for  military  fervices,  were  then  held,  may  be 
found  in  the  great  fuperior ity  of  pay  and  rank  aflign- 
ed  to  them.  With  regard  to*fiafF  furgeons  (who  are 
almoft  asoffenfive  to  Dr.  Jackfon  as  regular  phyfici- 
ans, he  having  never  been  one  of  them)  they  were 
alfo  taken  from  civil  life,  for  the  fame  reafon  which 
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prevailed  in  the  cafe  of  pbyficians.— They  were  confi- 
dered  as  poflefling  abilities  fuperior  to  thofe  of  the 
regimental  furgeons,  and  were  confequently  allowed 
higher  pay  and  rank,  though  both  were  inferior  to  thofe 
of  the  phyficians.  In  a courfe  of  years,  fome  of  the 
regimental  furgeons  found  means  to  get  promotion, 
and  become  ftaff  furgeons  and  phyficians,  becaufe  they 
either  pofTefiTed  greater  abilities  than  others,  or  becaufe 
without  greater  abilities  they  had  been  able  to  recom- 
mend themfelves  to  men  in  high  military  fiations,  who 
are  rarely  if  ever  competent  judges  of  the  qualifications 
of  medical  men.  Thefe  inftances,  however,  feldom,  if 
ever,  occurred  unlefs  vacancies  occafioned  by  deaths 
abroad  were  to  be  filled  up,  and  they  were  few  in  num- 
ber, before  the  year  1790.  The  phyficians  employed 
with  the  Britilh  army  on  the  continent  of  Europe  in 
and  between  the  years  1742  and  1748  were  Dr.  Sandi- 
lands.  Dr.  Bailey,  Dr.  Lawfon,  Dr.  afterwards  Sir 
John  Pringle,Dr.  afterwards  Sir  Clifton  Wintringham, 
Dr.  Maxwell,  Dr.  Clephane  and  Dr.  Barker.  Of 
thefe,  the  greater  part  are  known  to  have  been  regu- 
larly educated  phyficians,  and  I have  no  reafon  to  doubt 
of  its  having  been  the  cafe  with  all  of  them.  Du- 
ring the  war  which  began  in  1756  and  ended  in  1763, 
the  phyficians  employed  with  the  Britifii  forces  in 
Germany  and  other  places,  appear  to  have  been  Sir 
Clifton  Wintringham,  Dr.  Conyers,  Dr.  Mufiiet,  Dr. 
Brook,  Dr.  Brocklefby,  Dr.  Donald  Monro,  Dr.  Ca- 
dogan.  Dr.  Knox,  Dr.  George  Monro,  Dr.  Robert 
Miller,  Dr.  Turner,  Dr.  John  Armllrong,  Dr.  Huck 
Saunders,  and  Dr.  Kennedy.  • Of  thefe,  feveral  were 
fellows  of  the  college  of  phyficians  (as  was  the  cafe  of 
thofe  in  the  former  war]  and  I have  reafon  to  believe 
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that  excepting  one  they  had  been  all  educated  regularly 
to  the  profefiTion  ofphyfic. 

During  the  American  war,  no  Britifh  troops  were 
employed  on  the  continent  of  Europe.  The  firft  and 
moil  confiderable  hofpital  ftafF,  was  that  formed  in 
1776  for  the  army  under  General,  now  Lord  Howe, 
inNew  York  and  Penfylvania.  Of  this'the  late  Dr. 
Morris,  a fellow  of  the  college  of  phyficians,  who 
had  been  taken  as  an  army  phyfician  immediately 
from  civil  life,  was  the  chief,  being  the  fenior  phy- 
fician, and  alfo  infpe6for-general  ofhofpitals.  Under 
him  were  Dr.  now  Sir  Charles  Blagden,  and  Dr. 
Mervin  Nooth  ; both  of  them  regular  phyficians. 
To  thefe  were  afterwards  added,  probably  by  General 
Howe,  two  other  phyficians,  viz.  Drs.  Veale  and  Bruce, 
who  were,  I believe,  alfo  taken  from  civil  life. 

. Another  hofpital  ftafF,  was  at  the  fame  time  formed 
for  the  army  under  General  Burgoyne  deftined  for 
Quebec  ; and  it  was  formed  on  fimilar  principles  ; 
Dr.  Knox  an  army  phyfician  being  the  chief  medical 
officer  ; and  the  fiaff  furgeons  appointed  both  to  this 
army  and  that  under  General  Howe  were  alfo,  chiefly 
if  not  folely  taken,  like  the  phyficians,  from  civil  life. 

In  the  year  1780,  an  army  phyfician  being  wanted 
for  the  hofpitals  at  Jamaica,  the  government  vras  then 
fo  little  difpofed  to  look  for  fuch  an  officer  among  the 
regimental  furgeons,  that  the  college  of  phyficians  was 
r^quelfed  to  nominate  a gentleman  for  that  duty,  and 
upon  their  recommendation  Dr.  John  Hunter  was 
appointed,  and  is  known  to  have  difeharged  the  func- 
tions of  his  appointment  with-the  greateft  ability. 

After  the  peace  of  1783,  no  phyfician  to  the  army 
was  appointed,  till  a mifunderftanding  occurred  with 
Spain,  relative  to  the  tranfa6lions  at  Nootka  Sound, 
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about  the  year  1791  ; when  an  expedition  being  pro- 
jediecl.  Dr.  Gregory  Weft,  who  had  formerly  ferved 
as  a ftafFapothecary  in  America,  was  promoted  to  that 
fituation,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  late  Mr.  John 
Hunter,  who  was  then  deputy  to  the  furgeon  general, 
Mr.  Adair,  and  became  his  fucceffor  in  the  year 
1792  ; Sir  Clifton  Wintringham  the  phyhcian  general, 
being,  from  great  age  and  infirmities  unable  to  officiate. 
And  this  appointment  of  Dr,  Weft  appears  to  have 
been  the  only  one,  of  an  army  phyfician,  which  ever 
took  place  in  confequence  of  any  nomination  made 
by  Mr.  Hunter.  When  he  died  in  06f.  1793, 

Mr.  Gunning  became  furgeon-general,  and  Mr.  Keate 
was  appointed  infpeff or- general,  and  from  that  time 
until  the  15th  of  January,  .1794,  when  the  prefent  phy- 
fician-general  was  appointed  (on  the  death  ofSirClifton 
Wintringhamj  no  perfon  w'as  either  nominated  or  ap- 
pointed to  the  office  of  army  phyfician,  who  had  not 
been  regularly  educated  as  a phyfician.  It  appears  in- 
deed tfiat  only  two  appointments  took  place  in  that  ftiort 
interval,  w'hich  w^ere  that  of  Dr.  RobertfonBarclay,and 
Dr.  George  Paulet  Morris,  both  fellows  of  the  college 
of  phyficians.  From  this  ftatement  of  fa61s  you,  gentle- 
men, will  readily  difeover  how  much  you  have  been 
mijled,  in  believing  and  reprefenting  “that  previous  to 
the  formation  of  the  board  in  1793,”  it  had  been  the 
pra6fice  to  appoint  only  furgeons,  to  be  army  phyficians. 
For  even  fuppofing,  contrary  to  all  appearance,  that  you 
intended  to  confine  the  exiilence  of  this  pra6fice  to  the 
time  only  when  Mr.  Hunter  diredted  the  army  medical 
department,  your  reprefentation  will  even  then  be  found 
to  have  had  no  foundation  ; becaufe  during  that  time  no 
furgeon  was  promoted  to  the  office  of  an  army  phyfi- 
cian; and  if  you  intended  to  extend  it  to  earlier  wars  and 


[ 16  ] 

periods,  no  fuch  practice,  as  I have  clearly  Ihewn,  ever 
exifted  in  any  of  them.  You  will  alfo  perceive  how 
little  Dr.  Jackfon  could  be  warranted  by  fa£ts  in  Hat- 
ing, (as  he  does  at  p.  15—1803)  that  Mr.  Hunter 
“ naturally  concluded  that  the  perfon  who  was  expe- 
rienced and  able  as  a furgeon  in  a regiment^  would 
prove  capable  and  ufeful  as  a phyjician  in  an  hofpital\* 
fince  the  only  perfon  nominated  by  him  for  the  office 
of  phyfician,  never  had  been  furgeon  to  a regiment; 
nor  would  his  duty  as  a ftaff  apothecary,  ever  have  led 
him  into  regimental  hofpitals,  which  Dr.  Jackfon  con- 
fiders  as  fo  indifpenfably  neceffary  for  army  phyficians. 

You  appear  alfo  to  have  been  mifled  in  your  reprefen- 
tation  of  the  practice  of  the  navy  ; though  perhaps  not 
to  the  fame  extent  as  in  that  which  regards  the  army. 
The  naval  fervice  has  indeed  many  more  peculiarities, 
and  differs  from  civil  life  in  many  more  circumftances 
than  the  land  fervice,  and  it  is  therefore  pofTible,  that 
reafons  for  appointing  furgeons  to  be  phyficians,  might 
prefent  themfelves  more  obvioufly  in  the  naval  than 
in  the  military  fervice.  But  certainly  previoufly  to  the 
year  1805,  there  was  nothing  in  the  regulations,  or  in 
the  pradfice  of  the  navy,  contrary  to  the  immediate 
intrOdudfion  of  regular  phyficians  into  the  fea  fervice  ; 
and  the  only  obftacle  to  it  at  this  time  is  the  order  of 
the  23d  of  January  1805,  which  diredls  that  no  perfon 
fhall  be  appointed  phyfician  to  the  fleet,  or  to  either 
of  the  naval  hofpitals,  who  has  not  previoufly  ferved 
as  furgeon  at  leaft  for  five  years.  This,  however,  at  the 
utmoft  is  but  a nnv^  and  as  yet  unjinipied  experiment. 
Whether  it  will  produce  naval  phyficians  fuperior  to 
Drs.  Lind,  Blane,  and  others  who  were  taken  immedi- 
ately from  civil  life,  remains  to  be  decided  ; and 
therefore  your  propofed  exclufion  of  regular  phyfi- 
cians  from  the  army,  can  as  yet,  derive  no  fupport 
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from  the  navy  ; and  it  is  as  little  fufceptible  of  beinj' 
fupported  by  any  thing  in  the  practice  of  the  ordnance 
department,  which  now  has  for  its  chief  medical  offi- 
cer, Sir  J.  M.  Hayes,  who  was,  for  many  years,  an 
army  phyfician,  without  ever  having  been  a regimental 
furgeon : and  you  have  told  us,  p.  35.  that  the  late 
Dr.  Brocklelby,  9 regularly  educated  phyfician,  and 
fellow  of  the  college,  was,  until  the  time  of  his| 
death,  the  chief  medical  officer  of  the  ordnance. 
He  was,  I find,  ftiled  in  his  commiffion,  ‘‘  Phyfician 
General  to  the  Royal  Regiment  of  Artillery,  and  Corps 
of  Royal  Ejigineers.’*  Whether  any,  and  what,  other 
perfons  have  held  fimilar  fituations  I have  not  had 
time  to  enquire;  nor  indeed  is  it  neceflary  for  me  to 
do  it ; fince  the  fupport  which  you  endeavour  to  obr 
tain  from  the  pradlice  of  the  ordnance  department  i? 
founded  upon  the  circumftance  of  their  not  having 
employed  phyficians  except  at  JVoolw'ich,  But  the  rea- 
fon  of  this  is  obvioufly  fuch  as  cannot  fuit  your  pur- 
pofe,  fince  the  detachments  of  artillery  fent  on  ex- 
peditions, are  always  7?iuch  too  /mail  for  the  fervices  of 
a phyfician. 

Thcfe  obfervations  will,  I dotjbt  not,  appear,  even 

to yourfelves,  gentlemen,  as  a fufficient  anfwer  to  what 

you  have  advanced  againfi:  the  ufe  and  expediency 

of  army  phyficians  : it  becomes  me,  however,  to  notice 

fome  erroneous  fuppofitionsy  which  repeatedly  occur 

m your  Report,  and  which,  as  they  probably  influenced 

you  in  forming  it,  may  affift  in  giving  it  plaufibility 

with  others, 

» ^ 

One  of  thefe  is  at  p.  16  of  yoitr  Report,  where  yo’,i 
mention  “ the  manners,  the  habits,  and  often  the  dijeajes 
of  the  military  *2Lshc\x)g^'‘  peculiar  * in  a high  degree  : jmd 
again  atp.85.  where  you  mention  ‘‘  tlie  habits  qnd  pecu- 

C 
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liar  difeafes  of  foldiers/’  believing,  doubtlefs,  that  men 
whoenlift  as  foldiers, thereby  change  ihoiv phyjical  confli^ 
tutlonSf  and  become  Tufceptible  of  difeafes  which  do  not 
exift  in  civHWio,  ; or  that  the  caufes  of  difeafe  operate 
on  foldiers  differently  from  what  they  do  upon  other  men. 
How  you  came  to  adopt  an  opinion  fo  defHtute  of  all 
folid  foundation,  I wdll  not  determine.  Certainly  you 
did  not  find  it  in  the  works  of  Sir  John  Pringle,  or 
Drs.  Cleghorne,  Brocklefby,  Donald  Monro,  John 
Hunter,  and  others,  who  have  written  profeffedly  on 
the  difeafes  moft  prevalent  in  armies  ; nor  can  1 find 
it  any  where  diftindlly  expreffed  even  by  Dr.  Jackfon, 
though  he  often  mentions  “ military  difeafes,”  and 
“ army  difeafes,”  But  he  tells  us  at  p.  24,  1803, 
that  “ army  difeafes  are  the  fame  in  kind  as  thofe 
which  happen  in  civil  life.”  He  choofes,  indeed,  to  add 
that  ‘‘ the  of  them,  is  often  more  threatening  f 
feeming  to  demand  more  promptitude  and  decifion  ia 
the  application  of  the  means  of  cure.”  If,  however, 
this  fuppofed  difference^  even  of  afpeB^  be  confid^red  as 
any  thing  confant  and  general^  it  has  no  exijience  but  in 
Dr.  Jackfon*s  imagination ; and  if  it  had  a real  exift- 
ence,  the  fa6l  would  only  evince  the  expediency  of  em- 
ploying well-educated  phyficians,  whofe  experience, 
enlightened  and  affifted  by  fcientific  principles,  would 
enable  them  much  better  to  detect  any  thing  fallacious 
or  inftruftive  in  the  afpeSi  of  thefe  difeafes,  than 
furgeons  could  do  without  fcience,  however  expe- 
rienced. 

Another  of  your  groundlefs  fuppofitions  is  that 
which  you  have  expreffed  in  various  parts  of  your  re- 
port by  the  words  “ army  medical  praSlice^  In  your 
two  firft  queftions  to  the  phyfician-gencral  (Sir  L. 
Pepys)  you  alk  what  acquaintance”  he  had  with 
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**  army  medical  praB-icfe”  previous  to  his  appointment  ; 
and  what  “ acquaintance’"  he  has  had  w-ith  “ army 
hofpital  pradice’"  fubfequently  to  his  appointment, 
always  employing  and  appropriating  thefe  words 
to  convey  the  fuppofition  of  a diftiniil,  conftant,  uni- 
form, and  peculiar  fyflcm  of  treatment  for  Tick  foldiers, 
different  from  that  which  is  ufed  for  the  reft  of  man- 
kind ; and  you  feem  not  only  to  have  no  doubt  of  the 
real  exiftence  of  fuch  a fyfiem  of  treatment,  but  to  be- 
lieve that  none  but  regimental  furgeons  can  ever  pro- 
perly become  mafters  of  it ; and  in  this  perfuafion  you 
werepleafed  toftate  p.  i6,  that,  “ if  the  denomination 
and  rank  ofphyficians  were  neceffary  in  the  army,  there 
would  have  been  a convenience  in  feledling  them  from 
amongftthofe  regimental  and  ftafffurgeons,whopoflefled 
adfual  experience  in  army  medical pra£lice^  both  at  home 
and  abroad.’"  Whence  you  derived  the  ideas  fo  often 
cxprefledin  your  Report,  and  which  feem  to  have  made 
fuch  deep  impreffions  on  your  minds,  of  the  real  exift- 
ence of  what  you  appear  to  mean  by  “ army  medical 
pradfice^*  1 know  not,  unlefs  it  be  from  Dr.  Jackfon, 
who  you  fay,  p.55,  “ appears  to  have  had  great  experi- 
ence in  army  medical  practice,  and  to  fupporthis  opi- 
nions by  very  juft  reafoning."  He  indeed  fometimes 
mentions  “ military  pradice,”  as  he  mentions  other 
things,  with  various  meanings,  to  fuit  his  various  pur- 
pofes.  But  if  by  this  or  any  other  expreftion  he  has  led 
you  into  this  error,  it  is  fair  to  make  him  lead  you  out 
of  it:  and  therefore  I beg  you  will  refer  to  p.  44  of  his 
Publication  of  1803  where  you  may  read  as  follows, 
viz.  “ Phyficians  and  furgeons,  the  pupils  of  difterent 
fchools,  poflefling  different  principles  and  dij'erent 
vinvi  of  medical  praHicCy  at  the  time  of  admifjion 
into  the  army,  give  effed  when  admitted  to  ad, 
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to  the  do6lnnes  of  the  different  fchools,  and 
thereby  vitroduce  variety,  even  contradiclion  in  the 
management  of  the  concerns  of  the  fick,”  and  to  p. 
130,  where  he  fays  that  “ fever  under  one  form  or 
other  is  the  mofl  common  difeaje  in  armies,  and  it  is 
the  difeafe  in  the  treatinent  of  which  men’s  opinions 
are  the  leaft  agreed,”'  A dozen  other  alfertions 
of  fimiJar  import  may  be  eafily  found,  but  in  truth 
it  requires  only  a very  flight  excrcife*  of  common 
fenfe  to  perceive  that  no  fuch  conftant  uniformity  of 
pradfice  can  exifl:  in  armies  any  more  than  in  civil 
life  ; and  that,  in  both,  the  methods  of  treating  the 
lick  will  be  as  various,  as  the  degrees  of  intelledf, 
fcience,  and  experience  among  medical  men;  unlefs 
indeed,  the  authority  of  certain  perfons  may  lately 
have  introduced  among  regimental  hofpitals  fome 
mechanical  unprincipled  routine,  for  which,  certainly, 
army  phyficians  can  never  be  wanted,  and  in  which  it 
may  be  hoped  and  expedied  that  they  will  never  par- 
ticipate. 

Whatever  attention  may  be  paid  to  other  parts  of 
your  Report  by  the  legiflature  and  government  of  our 
country  ; they  will  not,  I prefume,  without  full  enquiry 
andconfideration,refolve  to  adopt  ar\innovation,oi  which 
even  Robefpierre  and  his  adherents  were  afraid.  And, 
probably,  in  making  fuch  an  enquiry,  they  may  think 
it  expedient  to  afcertain  more  accurately  than  you  ap- 
pear to  have  done,  the  true  extent  of  the  qualifications 
and  defedls  of  thofe  gentlemen,  who  are  recommended 
by  you,  as  fit  to  fuperfede  the  army  phyficians,  and  in 
doing  this,  they  may  probably  recolledt  that  the  exa- 
minations at  the  college  of  furgeons,  on  which  you 
place  fo  much  reliance,  have  no  relation  to  the  praSlice 
cfphyjtc;  being  wholly  and  exclufively  confined  to 
furgery.  And  in  regard  even  to  this  lingle  divijion  of 
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Vhe  healing  art,  it  is  well  known  that  the  examiner J 
have  long  and  ferioufly  lamented  the  abfolute  neceflity 
which  they  are,  and  have  been  frequently,  under  of 
pajjingy  as  qualified  for  the  ferviee  of  the  army  and 
navy,  men  who  are  greatly  deficient y becaufe  few  who 
are  not  fo  can  be  induced  to  prefent  themfelves  as 
candidates.  It  is  indeed  true,  that  hofpital  mates  for 
the  ferviee  of  the  army,  are  now  examined  by  the 
phyfician-general,  but  the  fame  w’ant  of  candidates 
properly  qualified,  compels  him  alfo  to  accept  fuch  as 
he  can  obtain,  though  they  are  often  very  unlike  thofe 
whom  he  would  be  glad  to  obtain  ; and  befidesall  this 
it  is  to  be  recolledled  that  he  does  not  examine  even 
the  befl;  of  them,  with  a view  to  their  becoming  army~ 
phyficiansy  being  fatisfied  if  he  can  find  them  qualified 
for  the  lowefl  medical  fiation  of  hofpital.  mate.  In  con- 
firmation of  all  this,  it  may  be  proper  to.  remind  you  of 
what  is  ftated  by  Dr.  Harnefs,  the  commifTioner  of 
the  Tranfport  Board  fpecially  charged  with  the  medi- 
cal concerns  of  the  navy,  in  the  appendix  to  your  re- 
port, p.  178,  viz.  that  “ there  has  been,  and  ftill  is 
great  difficulty  in  procuring  hofpital-mates,  and  affill- 
ant-furgeons,  properly  qualified  for  the  royal  navy ; 
the  number  at  prefent  deficient  (he  adds)  cannot  be 
lefs  than  Jix  hundred'*  Equal  difficulty  has  attended 
the  procuring  of  hofpital-mates  for  the  army,  and 
this  at  one  time  was  fo  great,  (I  mean  when  the  ex- 
pedition under  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie  was  prepar- 
ing for  the  Weft  Indies),  that  it  was  found  neceffary 
to  advertife  in  the  newfpapcrs,  offering  at  once  the 
higheft  pay,  &c.  ever  allowed  to  hofpital-mates,  and 
it  was  alfo  found  expedient  to  accept  without  any 
thing  like  an  examination,  all  who  prefented  them- 
felvcs  to  the  infpe(ftor- general  in  London^  or  to  Sir  J, 
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M,  Hayes  at  Southampton.*  Even  Dr.  Jackfon,  (to 
whofe  authority  I refer  fo  frequently,  only  becaufe  you 
rely  fo  much  upon  it)  is  far  from  fuppofing,  with  all  his 
partiality  for  furgeons,  that  they  have  ever  generally 
given  adequate  proofs  of  their Jitnefs  for  that  ftation. 
He  tells  us  at  p.  389  of  his  Outline  of  the  Hiftory  and 
Cure  of  Fever,  that  inftead  of  the  vague  examinations 
and  inadequate  proofs  of  qualifications,  upon  which 
young  men  are  appointed  to  the  office  of  furgeon  in 
armies,  iefis  of  corre6f  morals,  of  aBual  knowIedgCy  and 
more  particularly  of  the  capacity  of  improving  in  know- 
ledge, ought  to  be  produced  openly  and  publicly,  be- 
fore an  office  of  fuch  importance  be  bellowed  — And 
as  a farther  illuflration  of  the  confequences  of  admit- 
ting unfit  medical  perfons  into  the  army,  Dr.  Borland, 


* Almoft  equal  difficulty  in  procuring  hofpital  mates  pro- 
perly qualified,  has  ever  fince  continued  to  fubfift.  The 
army  medical  board,  in  a letter  to  the  deputy-fecretary  at 
war,  dated  March  6th,  1806,  and  figned  by  Sir  L.  Pepys, 
Mr.  Keate,  and  Mr.  Knight,  fay,  we  have  met  with  un- 
expected difficulties  in  raifing  our  medical  recruits,  and  if 
the  continental  war  had  proceeded,  we  fiiuuld  have  founcf 
ourfelves  unequal  to  the  neceffary  fupply.  The  late  amelio- 
ration of  pay  has  certainly  induced  a better  drfcription  of  c^a- 
racfm  to  enter,  but  the  more  extended  pay  and  allowances  ' 
lately  held  out  to  navy -furgeons,  have  been  a great  check 
on  our  expectations  of  a more  abundant  offer  of  army-candi- 
dates,” and  on  the  1 3th of  October,  1807,  Mr.  Knight  being 
interrogated  by  the  commiffioners,  (fee  Report,  p.  125.)  ref- 
peCting  the  continuance  of  thefe  difficulties,  anfwcred,  “ the 
fame  difficulties  (till  exift,  and  rather  in  a greater  degree 
than  before,  as  we  Avere  unable  to  furnifh  more  than  one 
third  of  the  requifition  for  hofpital  mates  for  the  lalt  expe- 
dition under  General  Beresford.’’ 
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whofe  authority  is  almoft  as  weighty  and  powerful  in 
your  minds,  as  Dr.  Jackfon’s,  and  whofe  prejudices 
and  interefts  are  to  the  full  as  flrong,  both  in  favour  of 
the  furgeons,  and  in  oppofition  to  the  phyficians,  has 
told  you  (fee  p.  159  of  your  Report,]  that  in  confcqucncc 
ofaprofecution  begun  by  himfelf, one  regimental  furgeon 
J)ad  been  difmifled  the  fervice/*  That  another  had 
“ refigned  to  avoid  a court  martial,”  and  that  in  confe- 
quence  of  a report  made  by  him  (Dr.  B.)  when  in 
Jerfey,  “ a furgeon  to  the  forces,  and  two  regimental 
furgeons  were  removed  from  their  fituations  for  /V/- 
tfficiency”  And  that  “ feveral  fimilar  inftances”  had 
come  within  his  knowledge.  Being  afterwards  afked 
(Quell.  8th.)  about  the  competency  of  the  furgeons  of 
the  line  in  general ; he  anfwered,  I think  they  arc 
much  improved  of  late,  but  fiill  capable  of  further 
improvement When  fuch  fads  are  admitted  by 
Dr.  Borland,  what  might  not  be  obtained  from  per- 
fons  lefs  partial  to  the  regimental  furgeons  ? But  even 
if  there  had  been  no  fuch  evidence,  it  appears  to  me 
very  unlikely  that  young  men  with  only  the  ufual  and 
fcanty  acquihtions  of  hofpital-mates,  without  proper 
books  or  leifure  for  reading,  and  with  military  exam- 
ples and  habits  very  unfavourable  to  thought  and  re- 
fledion,  could,  in  a very  few  years,  as  you  fuppofe, 
qualify  themfelves,  fo  as  to  become  not  only  good  fur- 
geons, but  alfo  better  phyficians  than  men  who  were 
regularly  and  liberally  educated  to  that  part  only  of  the 
pradice  of  medicine^  and  who,  from  early  youth  have 
been  devoted,  at  a great  expence,  to  the  attainment  of 
knowledge  from  univerfitics,  public  hofpitals,  lec- 
tures, books,  &c. 

To  borrow  the  words  of  Dr.  Jackfon,  ‘Dhe  me- 
dical art  is  an  art  of  tedious  acquifition,”  “ fo  that 
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ihe  phyfician  can  fcarcely  ever  fay  he  has  learned  his 
art/'  (Dedication,  1805)  and  this  may  be  faid  with 
great  truth  even  of  phyficians  living  in  large  towns, 
in  w'hich  the  opportunities  of  gaining  knowledge  from 
public  libraries,  learned  affociations,  and  great  hof- 
pitals  are  daily  open  to  them  : yet  you  appear  to  think 
that  the  whole  of  this  art  may  be  acquired  with  preter- 
natural facility  in  regimental  hofpitals,  where  it  is 
Certainly  no  part  of  the  furgeon’s  duty  to  iriJiruEl  his 
dfliftant,  and  where,  if  vanity  or  idle  habits  did  not 
indifpofe  the  latter  to  feek  inftru6fion,  it  may  fre- 
quently happen  that  the  former  was  either  not  inclined, 
or,  if  inclined,  not  qualified,  to  aflfume  fo  difficult  a 
talk. 

I am  Far  from’  thinking  that  it  ever  can  be  proper 
to  exclude  either  phyficians  or  furgeons  from  the  fer- 
vice  of  armies,  but  when  I refledl  on  the  much  greater 
proportion  of  military  men,  who  require  aid  from  the 
phyfician,  than  from  the  furgeon,  I have  no  hefita- 
tion  in  declaring  that  the  afi'ifiance  of  the  latter  might 
be  much  better  difpenfed  with,  than  that  of  the  for- 
mer. It  appears  at  p.  98.  ofyour  Report,  that  you  were 
informed  by  the  phyfician  general  that  “ where  one  fol- 
dier  requires  the  affi fiance  of  a furgeon  in  the  line  of 
furgery,  ten  will  require  it  in  medicine.”  Dr.  Brock- 
lefby’s  opinion  and  ftatements  greatly  exceed  this  : (fee 
CEconomical  andMedical  ObfervationsOn  thelmprove- 
ment  of  Military  Hofpitals,  printed  in  1764. — page  47 
and  48.)  where  he  fiatesfrom  his  owm  obfervations,  and 
the  information  of  regimental  furgeons,  “ that  the  me- 
dical fcience  requifite  for  a regiment  is  at  leafi  forty 
times  neceflary  to  be  in  fome  fort  pradfifed,  for  ewe^that 
any  particular  dexterity  in  manual  operations  or  fur- 
gery is  required.”  And  as  far  as  I have  been  able  to 
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fefcertain,  the  returns  of  the  general  hofpitals  in  tlie 
Weft  Indies  during  the  late  war  generally  exhibited 
from  20  to  40  medical  for  one  furgical  patient.  But 
as  nothing  will  probably  afford  fo  much  conviflion  to 
your  minds  as  Dr.  Jackfon’s  authority,  I will  again 
refer  to  his  publication  of  1803,  p.  15.  where,  after  re- 
prefenting  the  late  Mr.  Hunter  as  remarking  “ that 

perfons  denominated  furgeons  of  regiments  adl  in  tw'o 
capacities,”  he  adds  that  they  do  it  “ rarely  indeed  in 
ihe  furgical  for  there  rarely  is  occaJion,\m\t{s  in 

aBual \ daily  in  the  medicaf  for  the  regiment  is 
fcarcely  ever  without  a fick  lijl.  — and  again  at  p.  2g', 
1805,  he  obferves  that  the  duties  of  medical  men  in  ar- 
mies “ require  more  frequently  the  exercife  of  the 
phyfician’s  mental  talent  than  the  furgeon's  manual 
dexterity.” 

The  proportions,  in  which  regiments  want  medU 
cal  and  furgical  aid,  will  indeed  naturally  vary  accord- 
ing to  the  climates,  and  fituations  in  which  they  are 
employed  and  the  fcrvlces,  battles,  See.  in  which  they 
may  be  engaged.  It  is  however  notorious,  that  even 
when  there  is  as  much  of  fighting,  as  commonly  occurs 
in  adfivc  campaigns,  the  number  of  fick  will  almoft  in- 
variably much  exceed  that  of  wounded—and  at  other 
times  when  there  are  no  wounded,  as  is  moft  commonly 
the  cafe,the  hofpitals  contain  few  cafes  ftridlly  chirurgi- 
cal.  It  will  therefore  manifeftly  follow  that  great  pub- 
lic benefit  might  be  obtained  by  an  arrangement  which 
would  give  to  regiments  the  aid  of  regular  phyficiins 
for  all  the  medical  patients, by  the  appointment  in  future 
oi regimental phy/icians^  and  of  regular  furgeons  for  thofe 
only  who  are  properly  within  the  line  of  furgery,  in- 
ftead  of  now  committing  the  whole  to  regimental  fur- 
geons, who  can  never  be  duly  qualifed  to  pradice  th6 
j.f  ^wo  intricate  arts  of  phyfick  and  furgery. 
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I am  next  to  notice  that  part  oI  your  report  which  re- 
lates to  “ the  army  general  hofpital  fyftcm.”  In 
purfuing  your  Inquiry  into  this  fubjeft  you  date  that 
you  “ have  colle6Iecl  information  from  gentlerrien  of 
great  experience  in  every  branch  of  army  medical 
praftice,  and  have  endeavoured,  by  an  examination 
and  comparifori  of  the  accounts  of  general  and  regi- 
mental hofpital,  to  judge  of  the  merits  of  the  army 
medical  fyftem/* 

On  reading  the  fir/l  part  of  the  above  pafiage,  it  was 
natural  to  conclude  that  here  at  lead  no  fuch  imper- 
fedlionsin  the  evidence  would  be  found  as  have  been 
pointed  out  in  your  datement  concerning  the  army 
phyficians  ; for  the  alTertion  that  you  “ had  col ledted 

information  from  gentlemen  of  great  experience  in 
“ every  branch  cf  army  medical  pradlice,’*  implied 
that  you  hadexamined  or  communicated  with  all  thofe 
medical  officers,  whofe  profeffional  rank  and  fcience, 
and  whofe  military  experience,  refpedfability  of  cha- 
raefer,  and,  I may  add,  independence  of  circumdances, 
might  operate  as  a fecurity  for  the  accuracy,  fairnefs, 
and  fufficiency  of  their  tedimonies  refpedling  the  com- 
parative advantages  and  defedfs  of  general  and  regi- 
mental hofpitals.  But  this  expedlation  has  been  wholly 
difappointed  ; for  the  various  documents  publiffied  in 
the  appendix  to  your  Report  are  proofs  that  you  have 
omitted  afking  all  thofe  officers  of  that  defcrlption  who 
appeared  before  you  (viz.  Sir  Lucas  Pepys,  Mr.  Keate, 
Mr.  Knight,  Sir  John  Hayes,  Mr.  Young  and  Dr. 
Frank)  (2  fingle  quefiion  about  the  refpedlive  or  compara- 
tive benefits  of  general  and  of  regimental  hofpitals  : 
you  have  likewife  omitted  making  enquiries  on  thefe 
fubjedfs  from  other  gentlemen  of  the  rank  of  injpcclors^ 
as  l)r,  Nooth,‘Dr.  Robertfon  Barclay,  Mr.  Weir,  and 
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Dr.  Moore;  and  you  have  not  condefeended  to  fum- 
mon  before  you  even  one  army  phyfician.  From  all 
thefe  fources  abundant  and  valuable  information  might 
with  certainty  have  been  obtained  ; but  inftead  of  re- 
curring to  fuch  authorities  you  have  contented  your- 
felves  with  ihc  tedimonies  of  two  officers,  whofe  evi- 
dence ought  prima  f acie  io\\2iS t been  received  with  great 
caution,  becaufe  both  owe  their  promotions  and  pre- 
fent  employments  to  thofelate  arrangements  in  the  me- 
dical department,  wffiich  have  effe6ted  the  depreffion  of 
the  army-phyficians,  and  the  difeontinuance  of  gene- 
ral hofpitals,  and  arc  therefore  deeply  intereded  in 
reprefenting  thefe  arrangements  as  the  mod  advan- 
tageous to  the  public.  That  their  teftimonies  might 
be  partial  was  thus  to  be  apprehended  ; and  therefore 
mod  perfons  would  have  thought  it  prudent  in  you 
cither  not  to  have  demanded,  or  not  to-have  depended 
folely  upon, them : but  as  you  feem  to  have  predetermin- 
ed that  Dr.  Jackfon’s  notions  (hould  be  the  type  after 
which  the  fydem  of  the  army  medical  department  diould, 
by  your  recommendation,  be  new  modelled, it  was  only 
necedary  for  the  attainment  of  this  objeft  to  procure  a 
confirmation  of  thofe  notions  ; and  in  feledting  Drs. 
Borland  and  McGregor  exclufively  out  of  all  the 
medical  officers  who  were,  or  might  have  been, 
called  before  you,  as  the  means  of  that  confirmation, 
you  certainly  did  not  make  an  injudicious  choice,  their 
opinions  on  this  fubjeed  having  been  well  known  aeon- 
fiderable  time  before.  I do  not  imagine  indeed, much  lefs 
infinuate,  that  you  wifhed  for  any  evidence  or  even  for 
any  opinions  from  thefe  gentlemen  which  did  not  accord 
with  truth  ; I only  fuppofe  it  not  unlikely  that,  being 
yourfelves fully  perfuaded  that  Dr.  Jackfon’s  projedls 
and  afiertions  were  w^ell  founded, you  might  be  willing  to 
fee  them  fupported  by^'concurring  tcftimony,”andmight 
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Hot  with  to  have  the  iuh]e&L  perplexed  by  contradi£^ory 
ftatements. — If  the  fa6ts>,however,which  I fhall  adduce 
at  their  proper  places,  in  explanation  of  the  evidence 
of  thefe  gentlemen,  be  corre61,  and  I have  the  ftrong- 
eft  reafonto  believe  they  will  prove  fo,  you  may  per- 
haps ultimately  partake  of  thofe  regrets  which  I feel, 
on  account  of  your  having  relied  fo  entirely  upon 
it  as  to  negle6f  all  other  teftimony. 

I fhall  but  (hortly  notice  the  latter  part  of  what  I 
have  lately  quoted  from  your  Report,  1 mean  that 
where  you  fay  you  “ have  endeavoured  by  an  exami- 
nation and  comparifon  of  the  accounts  of  general  and 
regimental  hofpitals,  to  judge  of  the  merits  of  the 
army  medical  fyflem.”  This  certainly  appears  to 
me  as  a very  ivjijffident  mode  of  efti mating  the  real 
merits  of  any  fyftem  of  this  nature  ; there  being  many 
confiderations  belonging  to  it  which  can  never  pro- 
perly become  matters  of  account;  fuch  as  the  va- 
rious degrees  of  fuperiority  in  the  profcflional  treat- 
ment of  the  fick  whereby  their  recoveries  may  be 
accelerated  or  retarded,  and  their  lives  preferved  or 
facrificed  ; and  alfo  the  different  degrees  of  inftrudfion 
which  may  be  afforded  to  the  younger  medical  officers, 
with  other  circumftances,  which  cannot  be  accurately 
eftimafed  and  reduced  into  pounds,  (hillings  and  pence. 
And  if  the  fimple  amount  of  expenditure  w’ere  to  con- 
flitute  the  only  criterion  for  decifion,  and  that  arrange- 
ment be  deemed  the  hejl  which  is  found  to  coji  the 
ieajiy  none  could  be  fo  good  as  that  which  fhould  leave 
the  Tick  without  any  affiftance,  by  refufing  to  dilburfe 
one  penny  for  their  relief. 

On  aflive  fervice, where  rapid  movements  very  often 
decide  the  iffue  of  battles  and  the  fate  of  nations,  it 
mull:  be  obvious  that  fuch  movements  could  never  bo 
executed  if  regiments  were  to  be  embarraffed  and  rc- 
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tarded  by  the  tranfportation  of  their  fick.  An  army 
can  only  be  really  prepared  for  efFeBive  fervicc 
when  the  regiments  compofing  it  are  freed  from  all  in- 
cumbrances that  might  impede  fudden  and  expeditious 
marches:  and  of  all  fuch  incumbrances,  the  fick  are, 
pro  tempore,  the  mofi:  burthenfome  and  ufelefs  to  the 
attainment  of  any  objeB  for  which  thofe  marches  are 
made.  Neither  will  it  be  deemed  advifeable  that  the 
fick  (hould  be  removed  from  place  to  place  and  perhaps 
day  after  day,  even  if  it  were  praBicable,  becaufe  they 
need  for  their  recovery  all  the  quiet,  fecurity  and  com- 
forts which  a permanent  ftation  can  alone  fupply. 
For  thefe  reafons  regiments  in  the  field  mufi;  feparate 
from,  and  relieve  themfelves  of  their  fick  ; and  as  in 
doing  this  they  mufi:  retain  their  own  furgeons  to  afiTifi 
them  if  engaged  with  an  enemy,  (which  is  then  always 
to  be  confidered  as  probable)  efiablifiiments  mufi  be 
formed  for  the  reception  and  relief  of  the  fick  who  arc 
then  left  behind,  without  any  difiinBion  of  their 
corps;  and  thefe  are  the  efiablifhments  which  the  Bri- 
tifh  government  has  long  provided  under  the  name  of 
general  hofpitals.  From  this  view  of  the  exigencies 
of  a campaign,  general  hofpitals  feem  indijpenfably  ne^ 
cefiary  to  an  army,  while  regimental  hofpitals 
(wherever  they  can  be  efiablifhed,  and  this  is  not  al^ 
ways  pradticable)  are  to  be  regarded  as,  at  beft,  only 
flight  and  precarious  refources,  and  objects  of  but  feconr 
dary  importance;  and  this  is  the  view  which  yourfelves 
appear, in  the  two  following  cxtraBs  from  your  Report, 
to  have  taken  of  both  kinds  of  efiablifhments;  P.  22. 
“ When  troops  are  engaged  on  adtive  fervice  abroad, 
it  mufi,  we  prefume,  fometimes  happen  that  the  fick 
and  wounded  cannot  be  accommodated  with  the  regi- 
ments to  which  they  belong ; in  fuch  cafes,  hofpitals  to 
which  the  fick  might  be  generally  fent,  and  medical 
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aid  beyond  that  which  the  regimental  furgeons  could 
fupply  muH:  become  iieceflTary.” 

P.24.  “ On  a61ive  fervice,  a diftln^l  medical  efla- 
blifhment,  which  might  relieve,  in  a great  degree,  the 
regimental  furgeons  from  all  duties  except  in  the  field, 
and  whofe  expenditure  was  under  a feparate  controul, 
appears  to  carry  a great  convenience  with  it;” — In 
oppofition,  however,  to  thefe  admiflions  you  at  p.  80  of 
your  Report,  recommend  the  entire  difcontinuance  “of 
the  general  hofpital  fyftem,”  afierilng  on  the  alledged 
opinions  of  thofe  whom  you  call  “ experienced  medi- 
cal officers  ” (viz.  Drs.  Borland  and  M‘Gregor) 
“ that  it  has  been  attended  with  the  moft  defiruclive 
confequences  to  the  fick  foldiers,  and  that  it  has  pro- 
duced great  expenditure  and  wafte  ot  every  kind.”  As 
this  important  meafure  of  inculpating  and  proferibing 
eftablifhments  which  have  long  exifted  and  been  deem- 
ed indifpenfably  neceffary  in  this  and  every  other  Eu- 
ropean nation  is  founded  upon  the  evidence  of  thefe 
two  gentlemen  only  (Dr.  Jackfon’s  publications  except- 
ed}, all  other  teftimony  appearing  to  you  (as  I fuppofe) 
cither  fuperflt  ous  or  fufpicious,  it  becomes  expedient 
for  me  to  examine  thofe  parts  of  their  evidence  which 
relate  to  the  prefent  fubje6t;  I mean  particularly  thofe 
in  w'hich  they  affert,  ift.  that  “ during  the  campaigns 
of  1794  and  1795  on  the  continent,  the  mortality  was, 
Very  great  in  the  general  hofpitals,  while  it  was  com- 
paratively fmall  in  the  regimental.  ” 2dly,  That  “ in 
confequence  of  the  lick  being  taken  from  the  regimen- 
tal and  fent  into  the  general  hofpitals,  where  they  were 
placed  under  the  care  of  phyficians  felc61ed  from  ci- 
vil life,  the  regimental  furgeons  became  lefs  adfive  and 
difgufied.”  3dly.  That  there  is  a “ great  fiiperiority  as 
to  the  treatment  of  fick  in  the  regimental  over  the  ge- 
neral hofpitals.”  4thly.  That  “ many  foldiers  who 
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had  been  fent  into  general  hofpitals  with  flight  ail- 
ments caught  fevers  there  and  periflied.”  5thly.  That 
“ foldiers  tarried  very  long  in  the  general  hofpitals”  and 
feigning  ficknefs  “ frequently  impofedupon  themedical 
officer  of  no  previous  regimental  pra£lice;”  and  Othly. 
That  general  hofpitals  had  been  attended  with  great 
wafle  and  a profufion  of  expence. 

On  the  firfl  of  thefe  points  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that 
the  evidence  of  Dr.  Borland,  fo  far  as  his  own  experi- 
ence of  general  hofpitals,  at  that  time,  was  concerned, 
is  in  no  degree  unfavourable  to  them  : he  was  acquaint- 
ed with  thefe  ellabliffiments  only  duringapart  of 
and  a part  of  1794,  if  indeed  he  as  a regimental  fur- 
geon's  mate,  could  have  been  acquainted  with  them  fo 
long  ; and  he  admits  that  in  1793,  “though  the  gene- 
ral hofpitals  were  loofely  managed,”  (and  it  is  to  be  re- 
membered that  the  loofe  managers  were  an  old  army 
furgeon,  and  an  old  army  apothecary,  promoted  to  be 
phyficians)  yet  “the  mortality  in  them  was  fmall”;  and 
of  their  mortality  in  i7Q4he  fays  nothing.  He  indeed 
afterwards  draws  a melancholy  pieSfure  of  the  general 
hofpitals  in  the  year  1795,  but  he  fets  out  by  declaring 
he  does  it  only  from  what  “ he  has  heard,”  and  it  has 
been  to  me  a matter  of  no  fmall  furprize  that  this 
hearjay  teftimony  from  one  who  at  that  time  had  only 
ferved  in  the  loweft  medical  fituations  of  the  army,  was 
liftened  to, and  a61ed  upon,  by  comm iflioners  who  could 
at  any  time  have  commanded  the  evidence  of  fcores  of 
perfons  much  more  competent  to  give  evidence  on  this 
fubje<51,  from  their  fuperior  ftations  and  opportunities 
of  perjonal  obfervation. 

Dr.  M‘  Gregor  indeed,  who  was  furgeon  to  the  88th 
regiment,  declares  from  his  perfonal  knowledge,  that  in 
I794and  1795, “the  mortality  was  certainly  much  great- 
er in  the  general  than  in  the  regimental  hofpitals but 
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this,  fuppofingit  to  be  true,  cannot  authorize  us  to  in-« 
fer  that  the  former  are  lefs  ufeful  than  the  latter,  be- 
caufe  while  the  mofl:  ferious  and  difficult  cafes  are  in- 
variably removed  into  the  general  hofpitals,and  only  the 
• {lighter  ailments  allowed  to  remain  in  the  regimental, 
it  may  be  expeeffed  that  very  few  perfons  will  die  in  the 
latter,  and  that  a portion  of  thofe  who  are  ill  of  fever  in 
its  wmrft  forms, of  dyfentcry, and  other  dangerous  difeafes, 
muff  be  lofi,  how'cver  great  may  be  the  fkill,  care,  and 
comforts  provided  for  their  aid.  But  let  it  not  be  fup- 
pofed  that  every  death  reported  in  the  returns  of  the 
general  hofpitals  is  to  be  juflly  attributed  to  the  medi- 
cal praflice  which  is  there  employed  in  the  treatment 
of  the  lick  : it  has  been  too  common,  as  even  Dr.  Jack- 
fon  admits,  (p.  393  of  his  Outline  of  the  Hiffory  and 
Cure  of  Fever, J “ not  to^receive  fevers  at  general  hof- 
pitals,  till  advanced  in  progrefs,  fometimes  till  near  the 
■period  of  fatal  termination  : the  mortality  (he  adds]  then 
appears,  great  and  the  management  of  the  hofpital  is 
blamed  where  there  is  no  jufl  caufe  of  blame;  ^ neither  is 
it  rare  that  regimental  furgeons,  having  patients  in 
their  own  hofpital  whofe  lives  they  defpair  of,  fend 
them  into  the  general  hofpitals,  fometimes  wdien  there 
is  danger  of  their  expiring  on  the  way,  in  order  that 
their  deaths  may  not  happen  in  the  hofpital  of  the  regi- 
ment, and  that  the  refponfibility  thereof  may  attach 
folely  to  the  officers  of  the  hofpital  ftaff.  Dr.  Jackfon 
mentions  {1805,  p.  61)  the  “ opening  which  is  given  by 
general  hofpitals  to  the  regimental  furgeon,  of  remov 
ing  from  under  his  care  fuch  petfon  or  perfons  as  feem 
in  his  opinion  likely  to  encounter  a malady  of  danger 


By  the  word  “ receive”  Dr.  Jackfon  means  to  fay  tha^: 
the  patients  arc  notfent  till,&c.j  for  when/e;?/  they  are  alway.!» 
received* 
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Cr  difficulty.*’  “Men  (heobferves)  are  naturally  dlfpofed 
to  get  rid  of  trouble;  and  the  refponfibiHty  of  other 
men’s  lives  bears  hard  on  the  confciences  of  many, 
particularly  the  unexperienced  ; hence  (he  continues)  it 
is  not  unnatural  to  fuppofe,  and  the  proof  the  fuppofi- 
tion  is  clear  arid  frequent  occurrence y that  if  relief  from 
fuch  a load  ol  refponfibility  exift  in  the  prefence  of  a 
general  hofpital  it  will  be  often  reforted  to.’* 

If  the  mortality  in  the  Britiffi  army  in  1794  and 
1795  was  great  to  the  degree  pretended,  (fill  it  ought 
not  in  fairnefs  to  be  afcribed,as  by  your  Report  it  feems 
to  be,  to  the  defefts  alone  of  the  general  hofpital  fyf- 
tem.  According  to  Dr.  Jackfon,  who  has  fketched  the 
medical  hiftoryofthat  campaign,  the  whole  oralmofl; 
the  whole  of  the  Britifli  infantry  was  fickly  in  the  early" 
period  of  the  war”  (1803.  p.  115);  their  fickly  ftate  was 
chiefly  caufed  by  the  contagious  fever  which  they 
brought  with  them  to  the  continent  from  England  or 
Ireland  ; and  the  almofl  unparalleled  difficulties  and 
inclemencies  of  weather,  which  the  troops  had  to  en- 
dure, efpecially  during  their  long  retreat  through  the 
Netherlands  and  the  Dutch  provinces,  tended  to  pro- 
pagate the  contagion  widely  among  them.  Under  cir- 
cumllances  the  mod  difaftrous,  the  general  hofpitals 
could  not  but  partake  of  the  common  diftrefs : and 
though  charged  with  profufion,  were  fometimes  not 
able  to  fupply  their  wretched  patients  with  the  moft 
ordinary  neceflaries.  Take  the  picture  given  by  Dr. 
Jackfon  of  that  at  Dorum,  near  Bremenlehe,  at  which 
he  happened  to  be  flationcd,  and  this  drawn  when  the 
retreat  had  ceafed,  when  the  fick  had  at  length  found  a 
reding  place,  and  when  circumftances  began  again  to 
fmile.  “ The  barns  and  houfes  of  this  village,  were 
as  good  as  could  be  cxpe<ded  ; clean  draw  and  good 
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provifions  were  fupplied  in  abundance ; but  the  ordi- 
nary clothing  of  the  foldiers  was  bad,  and  bedding  was 
altogether  wanting.  With  difficulty  fifty  blankets 
were  procured;  thefe  afforded  only  an  imperfeft  relief 
to  two  hundred  and  twenty  men,  the  half  of  whom  at 
leaft  were  covered  with  rags,  incrufted  with  dirt,  and 
overrun  with  vermine,  emaciated  to  the  laft  degree  of 
emaciation  by  dyfentery,  or  rather  by  fever  in  dyfenterie 
form  ; the  degree  of  weaknefs  in  many  was  extreme, 
fome  werefpeechlefs  and  infenfible,  others  delirious,  &c. 
the  mifery  was  great  and  the  means  of  relif  ivere  inade^ 
quated*  (Outline  of  Hiflory  and  Cure  of  Fever,  p.  23.) 
Whatever  regret  we  muft  feel  for  the  condition  to 
which  the  fick  were  reduced  in  that  unfortunate  cam- 
paign, it  cannot  be  pretended  nor  believed  that  hofpitals 
like  that  at  Dorum  are  the  fort  of  efiabliffiments  which 
the  general  hofpitalfyftem  was  ever  defigned  to  form: 
and  I fubmittoyour  candour  whether  thofe  receptacles 
forfick.  in  which  difeafe  and  mifery  w’ere  fortuitoufly  fo 
accumulated,  can  be  adduced  with  propriety  as  ob- 
je^fions  to  that  fyftem  ? and  if  they  can,  whether 
events  occurring  while  that  fyftem  was  in  its  infancy 
ought  to  be  received  as  proofs  that  its  former  imper- 
fe6fions  are  none  of  them  removed  or  capable  of  being 
fo,  and  that  its  advantages  have  been  fince  neither  in- 
creafed  nor  extended,  and  therefore  that  thefe  are  fuf- 
ficient  grounds  for  abolifhing  it  altogether  } Before  you 
determined  upon  the  latter  extremity,  it  would,  I 
think,  have  been,  much  more  prudent  in  you  to 
have  examined  the  moft  competent  perfons  as  to 
the  defeats  and,  advantages  of  that  fyftem  at  the  prefent 
time  ; and  if  you  had  then  found  reafon  to  believe 
that  the  latter  were  greatly  overbalanced  by  the 
former,  to  have  called  together  [what  perhaps  has  ne- 
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ver  ytt  been  done)  thofe  medical  ofFicers  who,  by  their 
talents  and  experience,  were  bell  qualified  for  the 
talk  ot  fuggefting  the  befi:  means  of  removing  thofe 
defedls.  Had  their  endeavours  been  fruitlefs  in  your 
opinions,  you  could  then  have  propofed  the  abolition 
of  that  fyfiem  with  the  certainty  and  fatisfaClion  of 
having  zealoufly  and  impartially  fought  the  beft  infor- 
mation, a confolation  which  I fear  will  not  be  admi- 
nifieied  to  you  merely  by  the  recolledfion  that  you 
have  perufcd  tw'o  of  Dr.  Jackfon’s  w’orks,  and  exclu- 
fively  examined  Drs.  Borland  and  M'Gregor  on  th6 
fubje0s  in  quellion. 

The  next  fadf  difclofed  by  the  anfwers  of  Drs. 
M‘Gregor  and  Borland  to  be  noticed  is,  2dly.That“ih 
confequence  of  the  Tick  being  taken  from  the  regi- 
mental and  fent  into  the  general  hofpitals,  where  th^ 
were  placed  under  the  care  of  phyficians  feledled  from 
civil  life,  the  regimental  furgeons  (whom  Dr.  Borland 
confidered  as  at  that  time  equal  to  their  fituation,)  not 
being  perrriitted  to  take  care  of  their  own  fick,  became 
less  a6five  in  the  fervice  and  difgufted.”  (p.  22  of  Rep.) 

The  occafion  of  the  fick  being  thus  taken  from  the 
care  of  the  regimental  furgeons  is  explained  by  Dr. 
Jackfon  ; ‘‘ it  was  ordered  peremptorily  in  the  year 
1794,  when  the  Britifli  army  began  its  retreat  through 
Holland,  that  infantry  regiments  (liould  difencunaber 
thetrifelves  of  their  fick  by  difpofing  of  them  in  certain 
hofpitals  provided  as  places  of  fecurity  in  the  reard' 

• (1805.  p.  57.)  It  mlifi:  be  obvious  that  fuch  an  order 
as  this  could  only  have  been  iflued  by  the  Commiander 
in  chief ; the  objedi  of  it  fufficicntly  manifefts  the 
great  anxiety  of  His  Royal  Highnefs  for  the  relief  of 
the  fick  and  difabled  foldiers;  and  although  Dr.  Jack- 
fon has  termed  it  “ a miftaken  kindnefs,’"  it  is  but  fair 
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to  prefume  that  this  was  the  heft  difpofitlon  of  the 
fiek  which  could  have  been  made  at  that  time,  and 
that  it  could  never  have  been  intended  to  ftigmatize 
the  regimental  furgeons  as  not  being  equal  to  their 
duties.”  I may  obferve,  however,  by  the  way,  that 
lince  you  deemed  it  necelTary  to  have  proofs  of  the 
competency  of  the  gentlemen  who  held  the  office  of 
regimental  furgeon  in  that  expedition,  thofe  officers 
have  reafon  to  lament  that  you  did  not  procure  fuch 
proofs  from  perfons  really  entitled  to  judge  of  their 
competency.  Dr.  Borland,  who  alone  is  called  upon 
by  you  to  exercife  the  fun61ion  of  cenfor,  was  at  that 
time  only  a furgeon’s  mate,  or  an  hofpital  mate,  and 
certainly  therefore  incapable  of  forming  an  exadf  efti- 
mate  of  the  profeffional  attainments  of  his  fuperiors  in 
years,  experience,  and  rank.  Nor  will  they,  perhaps, 
find  much  caufe  of  fatisfa^iion  at  Dr.  Borland’s  enco- 
mium, that  “ they  did  not  appear  unequal  to  the  care 
of  the  fick,  as  far  as  he  could  judge,”  (Rep.  p.  i6o«) 
alloyed  as  it  is  by  the  contradidlion  contained  in  his 
anfwer  to  your  8th  queftion  (Rep.  p.  159.)  where, 
being  afked  “ what  his  opinion  was  of  the  competency 
of  furgeons  of  the  line  in  general  ?”he  replied  that,  “he 
thinks  they  are  7nuch  improved  of  late,  but  Jlill  capable  of 
improvement.”  As  to  the  difguR  and  inaftivity 
produced  in  regimental  furgeons  by  removing  their  fick 
to  place  them  in  the  general  hofpitals  under  the  care 
of  regular  phyficians,  I muft  admit  the  exiftence  of  the 
fa(5f,  fince  Drs.  Borland  and  McGregor  have  aflTerted 
it ; but  furely  no  one  of  thofe  captious  gentlemen 
could  ever  have  feen  the  time  when  army  phyficians 
and  ftaff  furgeons  had  not  been  appointed  immediately 
from  civil  life,  (as  I have  already  fhown)  nor  the  time 
when  general  hofpitals  had  not  been  cllablifhed,  and 
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the  fick  ordered  to  be  conveyed  to  them  under  fuch 
circumftdnces  as  thole  ftated;  and  therefore  no /ww5- 
vahon  was  made  nor  grievance  impofed  upon  them 
of  which  they  could  complain  with  any  reafon  or  pro- 
priety. That  many  of  the  regimental  furgeons,  how- 
ever, polTelTed  fuch  feelings,  that  they  murmured  at  an 
order  which  made  the  heft  provifion  for  the  fick  which 
circumftances  permitted, that  they  were  jealous  becaufe 
their  patients  were  to  receive  profeflional  attendance, 
accommodation  and  comforts  fuperior  to  thofe  which 
the  regimental  hofpitals  could  have  furnilhed,  and  that 
they  became  Jefs  attentive  to  the  foldiers  remaining 
under  their  care  when  they  were  allowed  more  leijure 
for  the  performance  of  their  duty,  are  charges  which  I 
am  very  unwilling  to  believe,  and  which  thefe  gentle- 
men will  probably  not  thank  Drs.  Borland  and 
M‘Gregor  for  having  made,  though  for  the  laudable 
purpofe  of  throwing  difcredit  on  army-phyficians  and 
on  general  hofpitals. 

The  third  allegation  is  that  of  “the  fuperiority  of  re- 
gimental over  general  hofpitals  in  refpe6l  of  the  treat- 
ment of  the  fick.’"  p.  22.  of  Report.  To  thofe  who 
know  that  the  medical  officers  in  general  hofpitals,  to 
whom  the  treatment  of  the  fick  and  wounded  is  con- 
fided, have  been  promoted  to  their  ftations  on  account 
of  their  fuperior  profeffional  knowledge,  it  will  appear 
no  fmall  abfurdity  to  fuppofe,  that  the  patients  in  thefe 
hofpitals  are  treated  by  them  with  lefs  fkill  than  they 
would  have  been  in  the  hofpitals  of  their  feveral  re- 
giments, and  under  the  care  of  their  refpe61ive  furgeons, 
who  are  at  leaft  believed  to  pofiefs  only  an  inferior 
portion  of  profeffional  knowledge.  This  paradox  is, 
however,  ferioufly  advanced  by  Dr.  M‘Gregor,  and  on 
his  authority  as  ferioufly  believed  by  you ; though,  pro- 
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bably,a  foundation  for  this  belief  had  previoufly  been 
laid  by  Dr.  Jackfon,  who  has  aflerted  (1805,  p.  59.) 
that  “ the  average  time  required  for  the  cure  of  acute 
difeafes  in  regimental  hofpitals,  where  the  furgeon  is 
properly  inflrufted  in  his  art,  cannot  be  fuppofed  toex- 
ceed  a fortnight,  while  fcarcely  a man  returns  from 
general  hofpitals  in  lefs  than  fix  weeks,  few  in  lefs 
than  three  months.’^  Here  1 dial  1 only  remark  that 
if  no  equivocation  be  intended  in  the  terms  of  acute 
difeafe”  and  “ properly  infirucSfed  furgeon,”  but  be 
really  meant  that  difeafes  of  violence  and  danger,  fuch 
as  fevers,  dyfenteries,  inflammations  of  the  lungs,  &c. 
can  be  cured,  and  the  patient  rendered  fit  for  duty,  in 
a fortnight,  upon  an  average,  under  any  practice  or 
advantages  whatever,  then  Dr.  Jackfon  and  the 
regimental  furgeons  to  whom  he  alludes,  can  efie61: 
much  more  than  is  known  to  have  everbeen  efledfed, 
or  than  any  honell  phyfician  will  pretend  to  ac- 
complifh.  But  Dr.  M‘Gregor,  it  fecms,  has  no- 
ticed this  great  fuperiority  in  the  regimental  hof- 
pital  pradice  over  the  general,  both  in  Flanders 
and  in  the  Weft  Indies  ; and  fince  his  beft  opportuni- 
ties for  obferving  it  muft  have  been  in  the  hofpital  of 
the  regiment  to  which  he  was  furgeon,  viz.  the  88th, 
it  is  expedient  that  I Iftould  requeft  him  to  explain  by 
what  fingular  means  the  greateft  mortality  from  fe- 
ver among  the  Britifli  troops  in  Flanders  fhould  have 
happened,  as  Dr.  Jackfon  inform  us,  (in  his  Outline, 
&c.  p,  21)  in  that  regiment  (the  88th)  and  in  one 
other,  the  80th.  ; and  alfo  to- explain  by  what  greater- 
fingularity  of  caufes  “ ficknefs  raged  with  violence 
and  devaflation  in  the  (fame)  88th  regiment  during 
the  time  it  remained  in  Jerfey,”  previous  to  its  being 
fent  tothe  continent  in  1794,  as  Dr.  Jackfon  alfo  ftates 
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from  his  own  perfonal  obfervation.  (Id.  p.  5.)  There 
was  then  no  general  hofpital  on  that  ifland,,and  therefore 
Dr.  M‘Gregor  had  the  moft  favourable  opportunity  of 
dlfplaying  in  his  own  hofptlal  this  boafled  fuperiority 
in  the  regimental  praiflice,  and  of  proving  triumphantly 
that  “ the  mortality  under  the  regimental  treatment 
is  trifling.  ” fp.  22.  of  Report). 

The  occurrences  in  the  Weft  Indies  will  be  eafily  ex- 
plained, but  it  will  be  proper  that  I fliould  firft  quote 
your  queftion  to  Dr.  M‘Gregor  on  this  point,  toge- 
ther with  his  anfwer  ; both  are  at  p.  185,  of  Report, 
and  in  thefe  words,  viz.  whilft  you  ferved  with  the 
army  in  the  Weft  Indies,  had  you  an  opportunity  of 
ohferving  the  comparative  advantage  of  taking  care  of 
the  fick  regimentally,  inftead  of  fending  them  to  ge- 
neral hofpitals  V*  Anfwer,  I had ; in  the  ifland  of 
Grenada,  in  the  year  1796,  from  the  want  of  a medical 
ftafF,  the  fick  and  wounded  were  treated  regiment- 
ally  in  the  field.  Though  under  many  difadvan-. 
tages,  the  mortality  w'as  trifling,  till  the  return  of 
the  army  to  quarters,  when  the  fick  were  ordered  to  ge- 
neral hofpitals,  and  then  the  mortality  was  very  confi- 
derable  indeed.”  Concerning  the  true  import  of  this 
anfwer  no  difference  of  opinion  can  poffibly  arife  ; you 
have  properly  underftood  and  interpreted  it  to  mean 
that,  whilft  Dr.  McGregor  ferved  in  Grenada,  the 
mortality  under  the  regimental  treatment  was  trifling, 
but  that  when  the  fick  were  fent  to  the  general  hofpi- 
tals, the  mortality  became  very'  confiderable : or,  in 
other  words,  that  Dr.  McGregor,  from  perfonal  ob- 
fervation^  had  been  able  to  afeertain  that  under 
Jimilar  circumjiances^  and  folely  from  the  difference 
of  treatment^  a much  greater  mortality  had  occurred 
at  Grenada  in  the  general  than  in  the  regimental 
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hofpitals ; and  you  may  probably  be  furprized  to  learn 
by  the  teftimony  of  Dr.  M‘Gregor  himfelf  (given  on 
another  occafion,  when  he  had  no  particular  purpofe  in 
view  to  bias  his  teftimony},  that  there  was  in  reality 
no  room  or  foundation  for  any  fuch  comparifon  as  is 
here  ftated,  and  that,  if  there  had  been  any,  it  could 
not  have  fallen  under  Dr.  M'Gregor’s  obfervation, 
as  you  have  naturally  been  led  to  fuppofe,  becaufe  he 
was  not  then  in  Grenada. 

In  the  year  1804,  Dr.  M‘Gregor  publifhed  a fmall 
volume  under  the  title  of  “ Medical  Sketches  of  the 
Expedition  to  Egypt  Irom  India.  Printed  for  John 
Murray,  32,  Fleet  ftreet,’*  &c.  From  this  work  it  ap- 
pears that  the  88th,  or  Dr.  M'Gregor’s  regiment  .which 
made  part  of  the  army  employed  under  the  comman4 
of  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie  in  the  conqueft  of  St.  Lucia 
during  the  month  of  May  1796,  was  fent  with  others 
about  the  beginning  of  June  to  Grenada,whereit  arriv- 
ed in  two  or  three  days,  and  was  employed  in  the  re- 
duction of  that  ifland.  According  to  his pofitive  ftate- 
ment,  “ The  88th  regiment  continued  pretty  healthy 
at  Grenada  for  three  months  after  their  arrival  there  f 
(i.  e.  until  the  month  of  September)  “ or  as  long  as 
they  remained  to  the  windward  fide  of  the  ijland.'* 
“ This,*’  he  adds,  was  likewife  the  cafe  with  the 
loth,  25th,  and  other  regiments.  It  was  only  after 
our  return  to  St.  George* s and  to  Richmond  Hill,  after 
we  had  communication  with  the  68th  regiment  and  the 
general  hofpitals,  where  the  yellow'  fever  had  for  many 
months  prevailed,  that  it  appeared  in  the  88th  and  other 
corps.*’  See  p 227.  Now  it  is  well  known  that,  the 
windward  or  eafern  parts  of  the  iflands  in  the  Weft 
Indies  are  generally  the  mojl  heulthyy  and  Dr.  M‘Gre- 
gor,  in  the  work  before  us,  naturally  and  juft lyafcribed 
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the  abfence  of  difeafe  among  the  regiments  before 
mentioned  folely  to  the  circumftance  of  their  having 
been  flationed  in  the  windward  parts  of  Grenada.  He 
manifeflly  had  not,  while  writing  that  work,  the  lead 
idea  of  aferibing  it  to  any  fuperiority  or  difference  in 
the  regimental  over  the  general  hojpltal  treatment^  nei- 
ther had  he  then  the  fmallefl  difpofition  to  fufpeft  that 
the  fubfequent  mortality  arofe  from  any  fuch  difference. 
He  was, and  perhaps  now  is, a believer  in  the  contagion  of 
the  yellow  fever,  and  it  is  to  that  cauje  alone  that  he  in  this 
work  intended  to  impute  the  change  in  queftion.  He 
is  far  from  alluding  in  any  way  w^hateverto  any  thing 
unfavourable  in  the  treatment  of  the  lick  in  the  general 
hofpitals  at  Grenada:  on  the  contrary,  he  fays,  the  mor- 
tality reful  ted,  not  from  treatment^  but  from  a “ commu- 
nication with  the  68th  Reg.”  (which  is  totally  diflin^l 
from  treatment)  “ and  the  general  hojpltals”  either  of 
which  caufes,  on  the  fuppofition  of  contagion,  might 
prove  equally  deftruclive.  Thofe however  who  do  not. 
believe  in  the  contagious  quality  of  theyellow  fever,  nor 
in  the  alledged  mifehievous  effedfsof  general  hofpitals, 
will  readily  account  for  the  increafed  number  of  deaths 
among  the  regiments  in  queftion  after  their  return  to 
St.  George^s  and  Richmond  Hill  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember, by  recolledfing  that  thofe  places  arefurrounded 
by  an  abundance  of  local  caufes  of  difeafe,  fuch  as  are 
found  to  produce  the  yellow  fever  in  all  hot  climates  at 
certain  feafons  of  the  year  ; that  thefe  regiments  arrived 
at  thofe  places  from  more  healthy  ftations  in  Septem- 
ber, (commonly  one  of  the  moft  lickly  months  of  the 
year)  and  alfo  that  this  was  one  of  the  years  in  which 
the  yellow  fever  prevailed  moft  fatally  in  Grenada, 
occafioning  the  deaths  of  thofe  who  were  attacked  by 
it,  whether  they  were  in  one  kind  of  hofpital  or  in 
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another,  or  in  no  horpital  at  all.  So  much  for  this 
part  of  Dr.  M‘Gregor’s  teftimony  ; of  the  other  part, 
which  regards  the  extent  of  his  opportunities  for  per- 
finally  “ ohjerving'  what  he  dates  to  have  happened,  1 
mud  leave  him  to  reconcile  fome  contradi£lions  which 
leem  to  me  irreconcileable.  For  he  tells  us  at  p.  227 
of  his  Medical  Sketches  that  on  the  12th  of  July 
1796,  a detachment  of  the  88th  regiment  was  em- 
barked at  Grenada  in  the  Betfey  Tranfport  for  Eng- 
land, and  that  he  was  one  of  that  detachment. — 
He  adds  ‘‘  we  embarked  140,  and  I was  mod  particu- 
larly careful  not  to  take  any  man  on  board  with  the 
flighted  appearance  of  illnefs.*’ — He  next  fays  in  p. 
228,  “ we  failed  from  Grenada  on  the  19th  of  July,’* 
&c.  and  it  appears  that  he  afterwards  arrived  fafely  in 
England.  Now  as  he  has  tol4  us  that  the  regiment 
of  which  he  was  the  furgeon,  and  the  other  regiments, 
continued  pretty  healthy  at  Grenada three  months 
after  their  arrival  there^^  and  that  he  “ embarked  for 
England  *’  within  little  more  than  half  of  that  time. 

cannot  help  feeling  a condderable  degree  of  curiofity 
to  know  by  what  fupernatural  means  he  “ hadf  (as  he 
dates)  “ in  the  year  1796,  an  opportunity  of  ahjerving 
comparative  zdwvir\t2ige  of  taking  care  of  the  fick  regi- 
mental ly  mdeael  of  fending  them  to  general  hofpitals.** 
See  Report  p.  185.  and  how  he  was  able  to  know, /row 
perfinal  obfervationy  that,  upon  “the  return  of  the  army 
to  quarters  f when  he  mud  have  been  far  on  his  voy- 
age to  Europe^  “ the  fick  were  ordered  to  be  fent  to  ge- 
neral hofpitals,  and  then  the  mortality  was  very  con- 
fiderabie  indeed,”  id.  p.  185. 

. But  you  have  not  relied  folely  on  Dr.  M‘Gregors 
evidence  refpefling  the  mortality  occafioned  by  general 
lapfpitals  in  the  Wed  Indies  ; for  though  your  fecond 
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queftion  to  Dr.  Borland  related  folely  to  the  fick  on  the 
continent  during  the  gy cars  [794  and  1795,  yet  he  (lar 
from  being  what  the  gentlemen  ol  the  law  denominate 
an  unwilling  witnefs)  fpontaneoudy  extended  his  an- 
fwer  to  the  Well  Indies, and  declared  that  he  had  “ ob- 
ferved  fimilar  advantages  to  attend  the  mode  of  treating 
the  fick  in  regimental  hofpitals  in  preference  to  that  of 
general  hofpitals  in  the  Weft  Indies,”  Report,  p.  160. 
But  as  this  is  a very  loofe  and  general  aflertion  without 
any  indication  of  time  or  place  (notwithftanding  the 
Do6for  feems  to  have  been  well  difpofed  to  furnilh  as 
many  as  he  could)  it  is  obvioufiy  impoflible  that  I fhould 
oppofe  it  by  adducing  oppofite  proofs,  which  otherwife 
I am  perfuaded  would  not  be  difficult.  Dr.  Borland, 
however,  proceeds  immediately  after  to  ftate  that  this 
fuperiority  in  the  regimental  mode  of  treatment  “ was 
particularly  marked  in  the  Ruffian  auxiliary  army 
that  landed  in  Guernfey  and  Jerfey  in  1799/w//  of  con- 
tagiony  and  which  in  fix  months  afterwards,  when  em- 
barked on  its  return  to  Ruffia,  numbered  13000  ftrong 
and  had  not  100  fick.”  Here  it  fortunately  happens 
that  Dr.  Borland  has  told  us  the  time  when,  and  the 
places  where  this  wonderful  proof  of  the  peculiar  ad- 
vantages attending  regimental  hofpitals  occurred,  and 
I (hall  meet  this  aflertion  with  as  much  readinefsas  I 
(hould  have  done  that  relating  to  the  Weft  Indies,  had* 
he  given  me  fimilar  indications. 

No  one  who  recolletfts  the  difmal  accounts  of  the  flate 
of  the  Ruffian  army  at  the  clofe  of  the  unfortunate 
campaign  in  1799, and  of  the  great  numbers  of  fick  and 
wounded  who  were  thrown  into  the  hofpitals  at  the 
Helder,  can  hear  and  believe  from  Dr.  Borland  that 
they  arrived  at  Guernfey  and  Jerfey,  full  of  conta* 
gionf  and  “in  fix  months  afterwards  had  not  100  fick” 
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or  lame,  and  that  this  magical  reftoration  of  health 
and  of  limbs  was  all  produced  by  “ the  mode  of  treat- 
ing the  fick  in  the  n gimental  hofpitals”  without  feel- 
ing the  moft  glowing  fatisfadion  at,  and  convidlion  of, 
its  infinite  preference  over  that  of  the  general  hofpitals. 
But  the  light  of  truth  will  foon  diflipate  this  mijl  of 
pleafing  illufion  ; and  if  you,  gentlemen,  (hall  be  pleaf- 
ed  to  make  proper  enquiries  concerning  the  tranfadfions 
in  queftion,  you  will  difcover  that,  while  the  Ruffian 
troops  were  embarking  at  the  Holder,  efpecial  care 
was  taken  to  feparate  every  man  who  had  any  appear- 
ance of  ailment  from  thofe  who  were  in  perfe6V  health; 
and  to  fend  the  latter-only  to  Guernfey  and  ferfey,  the 
former  being  fent  to  Yarmouth^  where,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  tranfport  which  carried  her  fick  to  Gofport, 
they  were  landed  to  the  number  of  more  than  2000, 
moft  truly  “ full  of  contagion  and  were  afterwards 
there  received  and  treated  in  the  general^  not  reghnentaly 
hofpitals. 

Thefe  hofpitals  were  under  the  direfUon  of  Dr. 
Scott,  whofe  great  ability  and  indefatigable  attentions 
the  Ruffian  army  w'ill  long  remember  and  teflify  ; and 
though  neither  this  gentleman  nor  the  (faff  phyficians 
or  furgeons  employed  on  that  duty  pretend,  or  are  be- 
lieved by  me,  to  have  performed  any  miracles,  fuch  as 
thofe  effefted  at  Guernfey  and  Jerfey  by  the  regimental 
treatment y yet  they  were  able  to  cure  a very  conlidera- 
ble  portion  of  thefe  men,  who, w hen  really  cured  and  fit 
for  duty,  were  fent  off  in  bodies  of  150  or  200,  by  dif- 
ferent veffels,  to  join  their  own  corps  in  thofe  iflands. 
And  I have  reafon  to  know  that  the ftnefs  of  the  men 
to  be  fent  thither  for  effective  fervice  was  fo  fcrupulouf- 
ly  attended  to  at  Yarmouth,  that  none  of  them  who 
who  were  maimed  or  difeafed,  fo  as  to  be  incapable  of 
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ferving  in  any  capacity,  or  to  be  only  capable  of  gar 
rifon  fervice,  were  permitted  to  rejoin  their  comrades, 
but  were  at  proper  opportunities  fent  back  directly  to 
RulTia, — It  is  therefore  clear  from  thefe  fa6ls  that  all 
(he  “ contagion’'  and  difeafe  wdth  which  the  RulTian 
army  arrived  at  Guernfey  and  Jerfey,  after  a few  days 
palTiige  in  clean  good  tranfports  from  Holland,  mull 
have  been  very  inconfiderable — and  the  greatell  number 
of  their  lick, I am  well  alTured,w'as  trifling.  Much,  irij 
deed,  was  faid  about  it  at  the  time  ; but  1 pledge  my- 
felf  to  you,  gentlemen,  that  1 have  feen  a letter  from 
Dr.  Benckhaufen  (the  phyfician  general  or  phylician  in 
chief  of  that  army)  written  from  Jerfey,  in  w'hich  he 
flates  that  he  had  juft  returned  after  vifiiing  the  lick  in 
Guernfey— that  * more  noife  was  made  there  with 
200  lick,  than  at  Yarmouth  with  2000;”  and,  fo  far 
from  perceiving  thofe  lingular  advantages  which  arc 
faid  to  have  been  wrought  by  the  mode  of  treating  the 
fick  regimentally,  he  complains  m*uch  of  the  mife- 
rable  accommodations  provided  for  them,  and  he  com- 
plains yet  more  that  t “ the  treatment  of  the  lick  had 
been  wholly  abandoned  to  the  Ruffian  furgeon's  matesy 
who  had  not  the  leaft  knowledge  of  internal  difeafes,’’ 
Whether  the  Ruffian  army  was  indebted  for  the  re- 
covery of  its  lick  and  for  its  healthy  ftate  on  leaving 
Guernfey  and  Jerfey  to  the  wretchednefs  of  their  habi* 


* “ On  fait  plus  de  bruit  a Guernfey  avec  200  malades,  qu* 
Hi  Yarmouth  avec  2000.” 

t On  les  fait  trailer  par  les  fous-chirurgiens  RulTes,  qui 
n’ont  aucune  cannoillance  de  maladies  interneir” 
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tations  aiid  to  the  ignorance  of  their  furgeon’s  mates, 
for  thefe  feem  to  have  been  the  only  benefits  which  the 
“ regimental  management’*  procured  for  them,  or  to 
the  original  paucity  of  the  number  of  their  fick  and 
to  the  acknowledged  falubrity  of  thofe  iflands,  .1  fhall 
fubmit  to  your  ferious  reflediion. 

After  all  the  imputations  contained  in  your  pages 
againft  the  fatality  of  general  hofj)itaIs  and  the  enco- 
miums therein  beftowed  on  the  Panacean  “ treatment 
in  regimental  ” one  might  be  led  to  conclude  that  at 
the  prefent  time,  when  the  former  no  longer  exift  at 
home  (except  at  Chelfea  and  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight, 
which  Mr.  Knight  ftates  “ to  be  reduced  as  much  as 
poflible,”  p.  1 17  of  your  Report]  and  their  malign  in- 
fluence has  therefore  nearly  ceafed,  and  when  the 
mode  of  condu6ling  the  latter  is  in  full  bloom  and 
activity,  and  receives  daily  aid  from  two  of  your 
great  authorities,  the  deficiency  of  the  third  being 
(it  is  prefumed,  adequately)  fupplied  by  the  co-ope- 
ration and  fuperintendance  of  the  prefent  infpeftor- 
general  of  army  hofpitals,  one  might,  I fay,  conclude 
that  now  at  laft  ficknefs  could  prevail  in  but  a flight 
degree  among  our  troops  at  home,  and  death  could 
rarely  boaft  of  his  triumphs,  efpecially  as  we  are  in- 
formed by  the  infpedfor-general  in  the  profpedtus  of 
his  particular  duties,”  (p.  112  of  your  Report.)  that“/>^ 
examines  the  weekly  returns  made  to  him  by  the  regi-. 
mental  furgeons,  from  whence  to  judge  of  the  propriety 
of  their  praBieef  and  are  likewife  informed  by  his 
afliflant.  Dr.  Borland,  159  of  ditto,)  that  “ he  con- 
duSls  the  correfpondence  with  thofe  furgeons  upon  me- 
dical praSliceJ'*  I fear,  however,  that  if  any  change 
has  been  wrought  in  the  mortality  among  the  army  at 
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home,  It  is  not  the  happy  change  we  muft  all  devoutly 
wifii:  for  I have  been,  as  I think,  well  informed  that 
the  very  lad:  monthly  returns  of  the  regimental  furgeons 
in  this  idand  (made  up  to  the  2oth  of  March  1808)  ex- 
hibited the  deaths  of  between  font'  and  Jive  hundred 
men  in  the  four  preceding  zveeks  only^  a degree  of  morta- 
lity which  has  rarely,  it  ever,  occurred  in  this  king- 
dom while  the  general  hofpitals,  with  all  their  alledged 
mifehiei’s  and  abufes,  fubfilfed.  Having  read  fo  much 
in  your  Report  of  the  great  “ fuperiority  of  the  regi- 
mental over  the  general  hofpital  treatment,*’  I was 
anxious  to  obtain  fome  corredl  information  on  the  fub- 
jedf,  and  therefore  on  the  4th  of  the  prefent  month 
(April)  1 applied  to  the  infpedfor  general  of  army  hof- 
pitals for  “ permiflion  to  infpedf,  and  to  make  extrafts 
from,the  returns  in  his  office  of  the  lick  in  the  regimen- 
tal hofpitals  of  this  idand  during  the  lad  fix  months,’* 
dating  fairly  my  objedf,  and  my  intention  of  addreff- 
ing  to  you  fome  obfervations  on  your  fifth  Report.  To 
this  letter  Mr.  Knight  returned  for  anfwer  that  “ it 
was  beyond  his  authority  to  give  a fight  of^  or  to  allow 
extrads  from,the  office  documents  I fought.”  Not  fa- 
tisfied  with  this  anfwer,  I wrote  to  the  Secretary  at 
war,  appealing  to  his  fuperior  wifdom  and  authority, 
and  requeding  that  Mr.  Knight  might  be  diredled  to 
grant  my  application.  This  requed  was  not  complied 
with,  probably -for  reafons  which  need  not  to  be  dated; 
but  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  at  w'ar,plainly  imported 
that  it  had  depended folely  on  Mr.  Knight  io  grant  theper- 
miffion  I defired,  and  You,  with  the  public,  will  judge 
of  the  motives  which  led  him  to  refufe  it.  Perhaps  you 
will  think  that  the  caules  of  a mortality  at  the  rate  of 
from  five  to  fix  thoufand  foldiers  per  annum  in  this 


[ 48  ] 

'llland  alone  f which  an  ar?ny  phyfuian  is  not  permitted  to 
make  inquiries  into]  are  delerving  of  your  attention. 

I'he  fourth  objection  urged  againft  the  general 
hofpitals  on  the  continent  is,  “ that  many  foldiers, 
who  had  been  fent  into  them  with  flight  ailments, 
caught  fevers  there  and  perilhed.’^  The  truth  of  this 
melancholy  fa61  1 (liall  not  difpute;  but  the  fame  has 
often  happened  in  regimental  hofpitals,  and  if  the  faft 
iifelf  have  any  w^eight  as  an  argument,  that  weight 
is  perhaps  in  favour  of  general  hofpitals,  becaufe,  by 
receiving  all  the  cafes  of  contagious  difeafe,  they  fave 
great  numbers  alte6fed  with  flighter  ailments  in  the 
former  from  the  danger  of  infe6tion  to  which  they 
muft  otherwife  be  expofed.  The  exiftence  of  conta- 
gious diforders,  however,  is  not  neceffarily  connected 
with  any  hofpitals,  but  is  an  accidental  calamity  to 
which  all  are  obnoxious,  and  which  it  is,  or  fhould  be, 
the  duty  of  the  chief  medical  officer  to  obviate.  It  is, 
therefore,  not  a fit  ground  of  comparifon  between  the 
advantages  of  regimental  and  thofe  of  general  hof- 
pitals. * 

The  next  allegation  againft  general  hofpitals  to  be 
noticed  is,  that  foldiers  tarried  very  long  in  them, 
and  the  worft  charafters  in  the  zrmy ^malingerers* y found 
their  way  into  them,  and  frequently  impofed  upon  medU 


* The  term  of  **  malingering”  is  thus  defined  in  page  31 
of  the  Report,  viz.  “ that  fraudulent  difpofition  which  is 

fometimes  found  in  foldiers,  of  procuring  themfelves  to  be 
placed  on  the  fick-lift,  and  of  continuing  on  it  longer  than  is 
recetTary.*’ 
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cal  officers  of  m previous  reghnental  experience.’*  That 
fuch  an  objeftion  as  this  fhould  be  urged  againft  gene- 
ral hofpitals,  and  as  a ground  for  their  abolition,  will 
probably  be  thought  extraordinary  by  the  majority  of 
thofe  who  ffiall  read  the  paflage.  The  obvious  pur- 
port of  it  is,  to  reprefent  the  medical  officers  of  them 
as  fimpletons,  wffio  will  believe  the  exiftence  of  dif. 
eafe  upon  the  bare  ipfe  dixit  of  every  man  wh©  com- 
plains of  illnefs,  and  foldiers  as  impoftors  fo  intelli- 
gent, that  they  can  readily  affiime  the  morbid  appear- 
ances and  exhibit  the  genuine  character  and  fymptom 
belonging  to  the  particular  diforder  with  which  they 
pretend  to  be  affefled,  fo  as  to  efcape  detection : but 
it  will  not  be  credited  that  the  phyficians  and  furgeons 
of  general  hofpitals,  who  have  generally  been  feledted, 
as  I have  already  faid,  on  account  of  their  fuperior  at- 
tainments, ffiould  be  fo  ignorant  of  their  profeffion,  and 
fo  void  of  difcernment,  as  to  be  incapable  of  diftin- 
guiffiing  counterfeited  from  real  ailments  ; efpecially 
after  the  facility  with  which  Doftor  Borland  (who  is 
the  author  of  this  objeflion)  w'as  able  to  put  an  end 
to  the  praflice  of  malingering,  which,  as  he  tells  us, 
had  “ become  particularly  evident  at  the  Gofport  gene- 
ral hofpital  for  I will  not  fuppofe  that  he  could  in- 
tend to  make  you  believe,  that  what  was  foeafyto 
himfelf  muft  be  fo  very  difficult  to  every  one  elfe.  Be 
this,  however,  as  the  do6lor  may  pleafe,  there  is  one 
obvious  anfwer  to  this  objedf ion,  which  is,  that  fince 
no  patients  are  admitted  into  general  hofpitals  who 
have  not  been  fent  thither  by  the  furgeons  of  the  regi- 
ments to  which  they  refpedfively  belong,  thefe  fame 
malingerers  muft  have  found  means  firft  to  impofc 
upon  their  own  furgeons  ; and  their  going  to  the 
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^(rrfl/hofpitals  will  af  leaft  give  the  medical  officers 
there  a good  opportunity  of  detefting  the  impolition  ; 
which  deteftion  would  be  much  lefs  likely  to  happen 
while  the  malingerer  remained  under  the  furgeon  who 
had  been  thus  deceived  in  the  firft  inftance.  After 
all,  however,  this,  were  it  well  founded,  w'ould  be 
but  a paltry  objection,  fince  the  whole  number  of 
malingerers  in  the  army  probably  does  not  exceed 
fifty. 

In  regard  to  the  great  expenditure  and  wafie  of 
every  kind,  which  in  this  and  other  parts  of  your  Re- 
port are  aferibed  to  general  hofpitals  on  the  authority 
of  Dr.  Jackfon*s  publications,  and  on  the  tellimony  of 
Drs.  Borland  and  M‘Gregor,  it  may  be  proper  to 
obferve  that  accurate  calculations  of  the  numbers  of 
medical  officers,  and  of  the  quantities  of  hofpital  ftores, 
which  may  be  fufficient,  and  only  fujicienti  for  the  wants 
of  armies,  efpecially  when  on  foreign  fervice,  and  in 
unwholefome  climates,  always  have  been,  and  always 
muft  be,  found  not  only  difficult,  but  impoffibley  to  be 
made.  During  one  half  of  the  year  an  army,  in  the 
Weft  Indies  and  in  other  hot  countries,  may  remain 
healthy  ; yet  before  the  other  half  is  expired,  it  may 
have  loft  more  than  half  of  its  original  number  by  fick- 
nefs.  Even  Dr,  Jackfon,  w'ho  fometimes  allows  fo 
much  truth  to  efcape  from  his  pen  as  will  fuffice,  if 
well  employed,  to  correft  his  mifreprefentations,  (as 
nature  is  faid  to  produce  antidotes  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  poifons,)  tells  us,  p.  vi.  1803,  “ that  there  are 
inftances  where  the  fick  lift  in  armies  amounts  to  one 
third  of  tlieir  total  force;  others  where  it  does  not 
exceed  one  Jiftiethy  or  even  one  hundredth  part;”  and 
again  at  p,  19.  1805,  **  two  thirds 
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this  (he  adds)  is  not  even  rare.'*  It  muft  therefore  be 
always  impoflible  to  forejec  with  ahy  exaSJnefs  the  me- 
dical wants  of  an  army,  fo  as  to  adapt  the  hofpital- 
ftaff  and  the  hofpital-ftores  to  its  future  exigencies, 
notwithllanding  the  parade  with  which  Dr.  Jackfori 
pretends  to  do  it,  in  defiance  of  common  fenfe,  and  of 
the  fadts  admitted  bv  himfelf.  Even  if  everv  difeafe 
could  be  forefeen,  and  alfo  the  number  of  the  patients 
who  are  to  be  attacked  by  it,  difficulties  w'ould  remain 
on  account  of  the  methods  of  treatment,  which  differ 
according  to  the  various  opinions  and  modes  of  reafon- 
ing  among  medical  officers,  and  render  it  impoffible  to 
forefee  with  any  exadfnefs  what  medicines  would  be 
olteneft  required,  and  in  what  proportions  they  would  be 
ufed.  This  indeed  cannot  be  done,  even  by  a country 
apothecary  in  England ; whofe  little  affortment,  how- 
ever carefully  provided,  will  frequently  want  fupplies 
of  fome  particular  articles,  while  others  will  remain 
almoft  untouched  for  years. 

It  being  then  abfolutely  impoffible,  when  armies 
are  fent  on  diftant  expeditions  to  unwholefome  climates, 
to  forefee  the  extent  of  ficknefs  which  may  prevail,  or 
the  quantities  and  particular  forts  of  hofpital-ftores 
which  may  be  required,  true  wifdom  will  dire6l  us  to 
provide  for  the  zuorjiy  and  rather  incur  a fuperfluity  of 
expence,  than  expofe  foldiers,  every  one  of  whom  will 
probably  have  coft  the  nation  more  than/^ioo  fterling, 
to  perifti  by  a deficiency  of  medical  and  hofpital  aids. 
To  do  fo  would  be  not  only  the  moft  abominable  in- 
humanity, but  the  worft  fpecies  of  ceconomy,  much 
worfe  indeed  than  manifeft  prodigality.  Let  us  there- 
fore relinqulfh  all  attempts  at  imprafticable  exadlnefs 
and  over-nice  parfimonious  calculation  in  matters  where 

E 2 


[ 52  J 

fometimes  die  in  foreign  parts  in  the  courfe  of  one  year  ; 
error  may  occafion  fo  much  mifchief.  Even  Dr. 
Jackfon  readily  admits  (though  you  are  perhaps  tired 
of  being  corredfed,  as  well  as  milled  by  him,)  p.  xi. 
1803.  “ That  if  thofe  comforts  and  refrefliments 

which  money  commands,  be  found  to  contribute  to 
fave  the  lievs  of  foldiers,  or  materially  accelerate  reco- 
very, there  is  no  ceconomy  in  limiting  quantity,**  He 
fays  alfo,  “ the  medical  care  of  fick  foldiers  is  one  of 
the  moft  important  concerns  of  an  army  : it  claims  a 
place  of  high  confideration  among  the  means  provided 
in  war,  for  independently  of  the  kindnefles  of  huma- 
nity and  of  the  gratitude  due  to  thofe  who  rifk  health 
and  life  in  defence  of  their  country,  there  is  ceconomy^ 
ox  greater  faving  of  public  money  in  providing  evtn  an 
expen  five  medical  treatment  for  Jich  foldiers  y than  in 
fupplying  the  deficiencies  which  arife  from  difeafes  con* 
tradfed  in  fervice,  by  a frejh  levy  of  recruits  on  the  mafs 
of  the  people,  or  at  a foreign  market.’* — Thefe  obfer- 
vations  are  equally  applicable  to  that  alledged  excefi 
or  fuperfluity  of  hofpital-ftaff'  officers,  upon  which  Dr. 
Jackfon  has  expatiated  mofi:  extravagantly  and  unjuftly; 
and  by  fo  doing,  has,  as  ufual,  drawn  you  into  a laby- 
rinth of  error.  It  would  be  a wafte  of  time  and  labour 
were  I to  follow  him  ftep  by  ftep,  in  order  to  detail 
his  mifreprefentations  : let  it  fuffice  for  me  to  do  it  ref- 
pedling  that  particular  inftance  which  he  appears  tohavc 
feledled,  and  to  place  his  chief  dependance  upon,  for  in- 
culpating the  condudl  of  his  majefty’s  former  Minifters 
and  of  the  army  medical  board;  I mean  the  hofpital-ftaff 
affigned  to  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie  in  1795.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  mortality  from  the  yellow  fever,  was 
then,  and  had  been  for  feme  time,  fo  great  in  the  Weft 
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Indies,  that  the  2o,ooo  men  placed  under  his  command 
for  that  expedition,  were  generally  confidered  as  chief- 
ly deftined  to  certain  death  ; which  was  indeed  their 
lamentable  fate  ; and  as  medical  men  are  even  more 
expofed  to  mortality  from  ficknefs  than  other  parts  of 
the  army,  it  was  thought  wife  and  humane  to  double 
the  number  w'hich  had  been  at  firft  allotted  for  the  ex- 
pedition. Confequently  fevcn  phyficians,  including  three 
already  in  the  Leeward  iflands,  were  appointed  to  that 
fervice;  another,  Dr.Gahagan,  was  added  by  Sir  Ralph 
Abercrombie,  after  his  arrival  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
making  up  the  number  of  ii,  as  Dr.  Jackfon  has 
ftated,  together  with  i8  ftaff-furgeons,  6 apothecaries 
and  loo  hofpital-mates ; and  as  far  as  my  obfervation 
or  information  could  enable  me  to  judge,  there  was  no 
want  of  fufficient  occupation  for  the  whole  number, 
fo  long  as  they  lived  and  were  able  to  do  duty.  Certainly 
the  phyficians  had  many  more  patients  allotted  to  them 
than  they  could  properly  attend,  for  though  the  num- 
ber of  wounded  was  not  great,  the  fick  became  in  a 
little  time  extremely  numerous,  while  of  the  eleven 
phyficians,  fix  died  in  lefs  than  fix  months  after  the 
army  had  arrived  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  four  others, 
of  which  it  was  my  fortune  to  be  one,  were  rendered 
for  a time  incapable  of  duty  by  fevere  attacks  of  the 
yellow  fever ; one  only  efcaping,  who  had  become 
feafoned  to  the  climate  by  long  refidence  in  the 
Weft  Indies.  It  is  true  that,  before  the  end  of  the 
year  1797,  fo  great  a part  of  the  army  was  dead, 
and  the  furvivors  were  fo  far  accuftomed  to  the  cli- 
mate, that  the  commander  in  chief  on  that  ftation 
and  Mr.  Young,  then  infpeftor-general  of  hofpitals, 
at  length  confented  to  allow  a part  of  the  medical  ftafF 
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to  return  to  England  ; a favour  which  had  till  then 
been  refufed  to  myfelf  and  others,  though  folicited  on 
account  of  bad  health;  becaufe  the  wants  of  the  army 
required  the  fervices  of  all  the  furviving  medical  oflB.- 
cers,  and  by  referring  to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Young, 
(p.  1 86  of  your  Report)  whom  you  defcribe  as  “ a gen- 
tleman of  almoft  univerfal  experience  in  the  medical  fer- 
vice  of  the  army,”  it  will  be  found  that  he  is  far  from 
thinking  there  was  any  excefs  or  fuperfluity,  as  you 
and  Dr.  Jackfon  fuppofe,  in  the  hofpital  ftaff  now  un- 
der confideration.  For  being  queftioned  by  you  on 
this  fubjedl,  he  fays  that  a larger  ftaff  is  neceffary  in  the 
Weft  Indies  than  in  Europe  for  obvious  reafons,  and 
then  adds,  that  in  the  inftancc  of  Sir  R.  Abercrom- 
bie’ 's  expedition  he  found  it  neceffary  to  apply  for  an  ad- 
ditional number  of  mates.  But  that  in  other  refpedfs 
the  medical  ftaff  of  that  expedition  ivasfujficienly'  (only 
Sufficient)  “ according  to  the  beft  of  his  recolle6Hon,*' 
and  yet,  regardlefs  of  the  obvious  inference  of  thi%  tejli- 
monyy  you  cite  with  approbation  the  llrange  and  unwar- 
rantable affertionof  Dr.  Jackfon,  p.  75,  1805.  that  two 
thirds  of  this  and  the  St.  Domingo  “ medical  ftaff 
were  idle  or  but  half  employed  : that  when  the  hof- 
pital ftaff  aefted,  the  regimental  ftaff  did  little  or  no- 
thing ; when  the  regimental  ftaff  did  its  duty,  the  hof- 
pital ftaff  had  only  to  amufe  itfelfy  or  purfue  its  private 
occupations.” 

As  little  will  any  part  of  Mr.  Young’s  teftimo- 
ny  warrant  or  countenance  your  profeription  of  ge- 
neral hofpitals  ; the  utmoft  which  was  Hated  by  him 
on  thattpoint,  being  pnly  an  admiffion  that,  if  there 
were  “ one  well-qualified  furgeon”  (a  great  defideratum 
undoubtedly)  “ and  two  afliftants,  attached  to  each  re- 
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giment  on  foreign  fervice,  it  would  conliderably* **  eafe 
the  general  hofpital  department  a department 
which  I believe  no  man  in  this  or  any  other  Euro- 
pean nation  acquainted  with  military  fervice  abroad 
on  any  extended  fcale,  excepting  Drs.  Jackfon,  Bor- 
land, and  M‘Gregor,  ever  believed  that  it  could  be 
expedient  or  pra61icable  to  abolilh — That  abufes  may 
have  crept  into  it,  as  they  have  fometimes  done  into 
every  other  human  inftitution,  and  that  it  may  ftill 
be  fufceptible  of  confiderable  improvement,  Iwill  rea- 
dily admit;  but  I cannot  admit  that  it  vs  ill  ever  be 
proper  to  difeontinue  general  hofpitals,  or  even  to  con- 
du6l  them  on  that  reduced  fcale  of  ojfficers  and  feruants 
which  you  and  Dr.  Jackfon  recommend.  He  had  it 
feems  affured  Mr.  Pitt,  “ in  a letter  left  at  his  houfe  in 
Downing  ftreet,  that  two  thirds  of  the  means  provided 
for  the  ufes  of  the  army  employed  on  foreign  fervice, 
efpecially  during  the  courfe  of  the  late  war,  was  (were) 
pofitively  fuperfluous,  as  exceeding  the  juft  wants  of 

* You  have  thought  proper  indeed  to  infer  from  this 

**  that  a much  fmaller  hofpital  flaff  eftablifliment  than  has 
been  recommended  for  our  expeditions  abroad  would  be  fuf- 
ficient,  in  his  opinion,  if  proper  care  was  ufed  in  appointing 
well-qualified  perfons  to  regimental  ftations.”  (p.  23).  Here, 
however,  you  appear  not  only  to  impute  great  infufficiency 
to  the  prefent  furgeons,  but  to  attach  more  meaning  to  the 
word  “ eafe”  than  Mr.  Young  probably  intended  ; and  you 
- afford  your  readers  an  additional  caufe  of  regret  that  you 
Ihould  have  left  yourfelves  and  the  public  in  any  doubt  ref- 
pefting  the  real  opinions  of  “a  gentleman  of  almojl  univerfal 
experience  in  the  medical  fervice  of  the  army”  as  to  the  compa- 
rative advantages  and  difadvantages  of  general  and  regimen- 
tal hofpitals,  by  Jlrangely  avoiding  to  put  a Jingle  quejlion  to  hint 
upon  that  very  important  fubjeff,  when  you  were  examining 
him  on  fo  many  others  of  lefs  confequence. 
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the  occafion.”  But  Mr.  Pitt,  accuftomed  to  the  vifion- 
ary  projedls  and  pretenfions  of  fpeculative  reformers, 

“ did  not  deign,*’  as  Dr.Jackfon  tells  us,  ‘‘to  acknow- 
ledge ^he  letter,  even  by  one  of  his  under  fecretaries 
and  therefore  not  obtaining  any  credit  or  benefit  in 
that  quarter.  Dr.  Jackfon  refolved  to  publifh  his  pro- 
jedls  and  fpeculations,  which  feem  to  have  been  as  un- 
fuccefsful  with  every  body  elfe,  as  with  Mr.  Pitt  (one 
gentleman  only  excepted)  until  they  fell  into  your 
hands  : and  the  fubjedt  being  unfortunately  new  to 
every  one  of  you,  they  obtained  favour  and  credit  in 
your  minds,  and  I have  been  thus  induced  to  anfwer 
what  I fhould  never  have  thought  it  proper  to  notice, 
had  not  you,  by  adopting,  given  it  importance.  But 
that  I may  not  feem  to  employ  general  affertions  with- 
out proofs,  let  us  proceed  to  particular  inftances.  Dr. 
Jackfon  reprefents  the  hofpital  llafF  provided  for  Sir 
Ralph  Abercroinbie’s  expedition  and  for  that  to  St. 
Domingo,  as  allotting  a phyfician  for  every  two  thou- 
fand  men,  a furgeon  or  apotliecary  for  every  thoufand, 
and  a mate  for  every  hundred  and  fixty !”  And  this  hof- 
pital ftafF,  he  fays,  “was  alone  fufficientfor  the  medical 
care  of  the  whole  dlvifion  of  the  army,  had  it  all  been  ac. 
tually  fick  at  one  time  !’*  See  p.  72,  1805.  Here  in  the 
firfl  place, he  flrangely  fuppofes,  that  a ficknefs,  which, 
at  one  time,  fhould  affedt  every  other  man  in  the  army, 
would  leave  all  the  medical  oncers  in  good  health  ; and 
then,  with  the  benefit  of  this  fuppofition,  he  mufl  as 
extravagantly  fuppofe,  that  every  phyfician  can  daily 
vifit  eight  hundred  patients  at  leaft  ; admitting  that  he 
lhall  give  over  to  each  furgeon  and  each  apothecary  fo 
large  a number  as  600,  to  be  managed  by  them  exclu- 
fively  : for  in  regard  to  the  hofpital-mates,  they  would 
all  find  fufficient  occupation  in  preparing  the  medi- 
nes  prefcribed  even  for  50,  inftead  of  150,  patients, 
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who  would  fall  to  their  refpecSHve  fhares.  Now  fup- 
pofing  the  phyfician  to  employ  but  two  minutes  to  af- 
certain  by  perfonal  infpe61;ion  and  interrogation,  what 
ought  to  be  knozun  of  each  patient,  and  to  confider  what  it 
may  be  expedient  to  prefcribe  for  him,  and  to  write  or 
diftate  his  prefcription,  which  furely  is  not  more  than 
fufBcient  for  the  purpofe  ; this  allotment  of  800  pa- 
tients, vifited  but  once  in  the  day,  (though  it  is  ufual 
with  army-phylicians  to  viiit  their  patients /tu/Vej  would 
require  1600  minutes  or  twenty-lix  hours  and  forty 
minutes  (i.  e.  tw^o  hours  and  40  minutes  more  than 
are  contained  in  the  24  hours,)  during  which  the  phy- 
fician rouft  conftantly  be  on  his  legs,  inceflantly  exert- 
ing all  his  intelledls,  in  a climate  where  the  powers  both 
of  body  and  mind  are  notorioufly  debilitated  and  foon 
exhaufted  ; and  this,  though  repeated  every  day,  he 
thinks  “ would  not  have  ht&n  judged  a hard  tajk  of  du- 
ty/' To  reafon  with  a man,  who  can  fuppofe  that 
there  is  either  reafon  or  truth  in  fuch  reprefentations 
w'ould  be  like  running  with  him  a race  of  folly  ; a race 
which  does  not  terminate  at  what  has  been  juft  ftated  ; 
for  according  to  that  oeconomical  eflimate  by  which 
Dr.  Jackfon  endeavoured  to  recommend  himfelf  to 
Mr.  Pitt,  fix  phyficians  only  were  to  be  allotted  to  the 
ftafFofan  army  of  99,000  men,  with  fix  furgeons  and 
thirty-fix  mates.  So  that  fuppofing  what  Dr.  Jackfon 
reprefents  as  happening  not  unfrequently  in  fome  fitua- 
tions,  that  one  third  of  this  army  ftiould  be  fick  at  one 
time,  and  fuppofing  every  medical  man  to  preferve 
both  his  life  and  health,  by  fome  fpecial  interpofition 
of  providence,  thefe  fix  phyficians  would  probably  have 
the  daily  care  of  at  leaft  thirty-two  thoufand  patients, 
for  it  is  not  likely  that  the  furgical  cafes  would  exceed 
1000  ; excepting  only  fo  far  as  they  might  relieve 
themfelves  by  turning  a part  of  the  fick  over  to  the  fix 
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fulgcons,  and  to  the  regimental  furgeons.  To  (how 
tliat  Mr.  Pitt  judged  properly  in  negle61ing  fuch  cal- 
culations it  will  be  fufhcient  to  ftate,  w'hat  I know 
from  experience  ; that  if  each  phyfician,  inllead  of 
having  one  or  more  thoufands  of  patients  requiring  his 
daily  attention,  has  conftantly  under  his  care  only  one 
hundred  patients,  his  duty,  with  the  afliftance  of  two 
or  three  mates  to  prepare  medicines,  will  be  quite  as 
much  as  he  can  fairly  and  honeftly  perform  : and  yet 
the  phyficians  on  the  ftaff  of  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie, 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  were  often  under  the  neceflity  of 
performing  twice  and  fometimes  thrice  as  much.  So 
little  truth  is  there  in  Dr.  Jackfon’s  aftertion  “ that 
two  thirds  of  that  ftafF  were  idle  or  but  half  employed,” 
unlefs  he  means  to  confound  the  dead  with  the  ^^idle 
and  the  dying  with  thofe  who  are  by  him  reprefentcd 
as  amujing  ihemjelvesd* 

After  thefe  obfervations  in  anfwer  to  your  charge 
againft  general  hofpitals,  of  w'afte  and  profufion,  it 
cannot  be  neceflary  for  me  to  fay  much  concerning  the 
new  hofpitals  which  were  intended  to  have  been  efta- 
blifhed  in  1 803  under  the  apprehenfion  of  immediate  in- 
vafion,  (fee  p.  25.ofRep.)  It  was  then  believed  that  the 
enemy  might  fuddenly  land,  and  even  reach  the  metro- 
polis, and  thereby  become  mafters  of  almoft  all  the 
drugs,  &c.  in  the  kingdom.  To  obviate  fome  of  the 
evils  of  this  difafter,  feveral  depots  of  arms,  military 
ftores,  medicines,  provifions,  &c.  were  made  in  central 
and  interior  lituations,  as  well  as  arrangements  for 
hofpitals,  where,  if  fuch  an  event  had  happened,  they 
were  moft  likely  to  be  wanted.  The  latter  were  as  pro- 
per as  the  former;  and  it  is  as  unreafonable  to  complain 
of  the  expence  of  the  one  as  of  the  other.  Neither 
were  brought  into  actual fervice  any  more  than  our  vo- 
lunteers, (who  alfocoft  large  fums),  but  it  would  have 
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been  very  unwife  to  have  neglefted  fuch  precautions, 
and  means  of  preferving  our  exlftence  as  a nation. 

As  you  have  thought  proper,  in  order  to  fupport 
your  condemnation  of  the  general  hofpital  fyftem  on 
foreign  fervice,  to  refer  with  great  commendation  to  the 
medical  arrangements  of  the  Eaft  India  company,  and  to 
cite  particularly  the  Indian  army  lately  ferving  in  Egypt, 
as  an  inftance  and  proof  that  ‘^the  Britifh  general  hofpi- 
tal ellablifliment  is  fuperabundant,  if  not  altogether  an 
unneceffary  incumbrance,**  (p.  23  of  your  Report)  it 
becomes  me  to  notice  this  part  of  your  Report.  If  I 
have  not  been  greatly  mifinformed,  the  hofpital  con- 
cerns of  the  Eaft  India  Cpmpany  abroad  are  carried  on 
by  what  are  truly  contrails,  or  ftipulated  allowances 
at  a certain  rate  per  annum  for  every  man  in  the  corps, 
granted  to  the  furgeons  of  different  corps  in  their  em- 
ployment, as  well  king*s  troops  as  native  ; by  virtue  of 
which  contra61s  the  furgeons  refpeflively  engage  to  pro- 
vide for  all  the  medical  wants  of  the  foldiers  of  their  re- 
giments, as  their  maintenance  and  treatment  in  hofpital, 
&c.  Simplicity**  of  account  is  certainly  an  advan- 
tage that  muft  refult  from  an  arrangement  of  this  na- 
ture, becaufe  the  whole  hofpital  expenditure  of  the 
army  may  be  readily  afcertained  by  calculating  the 
flrength  of  the  different  corps  ; and  this  kind  of  cer- 
tainty is  perhaps  highly  prized  by  the  company  in  their 
charafler  fimply  of  “ United  merchants  trading  to  the 
Eaft  Indies  :**  but  I cannot  fo  readily  perceive  that 
there  wdll  alfo  refult  from  it  what  you  have  term- 
ed “ laudable  ceconomy.’*  If  the  contrail  be  a profita- 
ble one  to  the  furgeons,  it  will  be  a lofing  one  to  the 
company ; and  if  the  bargain  be  good  for  the  company, 
it  will  be  bad  for  the  furgeons  ; and  in  either  of  thefe 
cafes,  one  or  other  of  which  is  likely  to  exift,  there  can 
be  no  “ laudable  ceconomy.**  But  another  and  far 
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more  important  obje6^ion  to  this  kind  of  arrangement 
is,  that  the  gains  of  the  furgeon  are  very  often  to  be 
made  at  the  cxpence  of  the  fick  foldiers,  and  that  there 
muft  always  be  a temptation  to  {tint  the  patient,  and  to 
fubltiture  inferior  articles  of  nourifhment  and  medi- 
cine, which  temptation  fhouid  never  be  permitted  to 
fubfif^,  confidering  the  frailties  of  our  nature,  and  the 
extreme  difficulty,  nay  impoffibility,  of  checking  it, 
even  where  it  is  known  to  operate,  in  concerns  that 
muft  be  left  in  a great  meafure  to  the  diferetion  of  the 
furgeon  himfelf.  Of  all  the  medical  eftablifliments  for 
armies,  therefore,  with  which  I am  acquainted,  that  of 
the  Eaft  India  company  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  worif, 
for  the  reafons  given  above.  Nor  is  this  eftablifhment 
entitled,  in  another  refpedf,  to  much  praife,  fince  it  ef- 
fedfually  excludes  from  its  fervice  thofe  who  have  already 
acquired fcience[hQZdiU(G.  fuch  men  will  feldom  enter  into 
it  as  furgeon’s  mates,  which  is  made  a “ fine  qua  non”) 
and  isfatisfied  with  receiving  young  men  offlender  at- 
tainments, trufiing  to  chance  for  their  future  acquifi- 
tion  of  knowledge,  a chance  which  is  not  of  great  va- 
lue in  a climate  certainly  unfavourable  to  the  develope- 
ment  of  the  energies  of  the  mind,  and  in  a fervice  too  in 
which  “promotion goes  by  feniority” alone,  and  necef- 
farily  without  regarding  or  rewarding  individual  merit. 
When  I refleft , moreover,  on  the  infinite  importance  of 
preferving  the  lives  and  the  healths  of  the  Governor 
General,  the  Commander  in  chief,  and  the  other  dif- 
tinguiffied  civil  and  military  officers  who  are  employed 
in  the  Eaft  Indies,  I cannot  believe  that  there  would 
be  any  want  of  real  and  “ laudable  oeconomy”  in  pro- 
curing the  beft  profeffional  abilities  for  their  affiftance. 
But  perhaps  the  time  is  approaching  when  the  Diredlors 
of  the  company  (hall  take  a more  enlightened  view  of 
the  medical  exigencies  of  their  fervants. 
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After  thei'e  general  oblervations  on  the  Eaft  Indian 
hofpital  department,.  I beg  permiflion  to  correft  an 
error  into  which  yoa  have  been  led,  while  fpeaking 
of  that  department  on  the  Egyptian  expedition  in  i8oi. 
You  have  mentioned  in  terms  of  applaufe  that  the 
fm;'ll  medical  eftablilhment  which  then  belonged  to 
the  Indian  army  (“confining,  with  the  exception  of 
Dr.  M‘Gregor  and  of  a ftorekeeper,  of  only  the  ufual 
regimental  medical  officers”)  “ were  fully  competent 
to  the  charge  of  their  own  lick.”  (p.24of  your  report.) 
As,  during  the  expedition,  the  Indian  army  was  never 
engaged  aSlively^  i.  e.  againft  the  enemy,  but  was  ge- 
nerally kept  together  in  healthy  Hations,  and  fuffered 
very  little  ficknefs,  the  regimental  furgeons  might 
eahly  have  been  fully  competent  to  the  charge  of 
their  lick,”  without  furnifhing  a fair  example  of  the 
inutility  of  the  general  hofpital  fyftem,  which  it  feems 
intended  that  they  (hould  do.  The  truth,  however,  is, 
that,  moderate  as  the  ficknefs  of  that  army  was  in 
Egypt,  the  medical  eftablilhment  in  queftion  were 
not  fully  competent  to  the  charge  of  their  own  fick’* 
as  is  ftated.  Dr.  McGregor,  on  whofe  ftatement  this 
afifertion  of  their  competency  was  made,  has  totally  for- 
gotten the  difmay  which  pervaded  the  medical  officers 
of  the  Indian  army  from  the  hlghejl  to  the  lowed:,  when 
the  plague  was  officially  reported  by  me  to  exifi:  in  one 
of  the  regiments  compofing  that  army,  although  that 
regiment  was  his  own,  the  88th  ; he  has  forgotten  too 
the  embarraflTments  it  created,  and  the  difficulties  of 
procuring  any  of  thofegentlemen  to  affume  what  he  has 
Jince  termed  “ the  poji  of  honour*'  (p.  10.9  of  his  “ Medi- 
calSketches”),and  the  ultimate  necejfty  impofed upon  the 
Britijk  “ general  hofpital  eftablifhment’’  (that  body 
which  you  reprobate  on  the  occafion  of  this  very  ex- 
pedition as  a “ fuperabundant  and  perhaps  altogether 
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unnecefTary  incumbrance’")  of  taking  the  foie  charge  of 
the  plague  patients  of  the  Eafi  Indian  army.” — I do  not 
with  to  excite  painful  recolledfions  in  the  minds  of 
thofe  who  ferved  wdth  this  army,  and  I therefore  ab- 
ftain  from  mentioning  any  more  of  the  occurrences  of 
that  period,  of  which  Dr.  M‘Gregor  will  admit  that  I 
had  perfonal  knowledge.  My  only  obje6t  in  Hat- 
ing the  preceding  fa6fs  has  been  to  remove  your  error 
as  to  the  “ full  competency”  of  the  Indian  medical 
cftablifhment  “ to  the  charge  of  their  own  lick.” 

That  you  have  bellowed  praife  on  “ the  fuccefs  of  the 
Eaft  Indian  fyftem  of  management”  when  no  praife  was 
due,  muft,  I think,  be  very  evident ; and  that  your 
praife  of  its  “ laudable  oeconomy”  is  at  bed  gratuitous^ 
will  probably  be  not  lefs  apparent.  Men  of  common 
minds,  before  they  venture  officially  to  pronounce 
one  eftablifhment  to  be  more  oeconomical  than  ano- 
ther, generally  obtain  a complete  knowledge  as  well 
of  the  a61ual  expences,  as  of  the  advantages  of  each  ; 
and  this  precaution  you  have  yourfelves  thought  it 
right  to  adopt  “ in  purfuing  your  enquiry  into  the  army 
general  hofpital  fyftem”  (at  leaft  in  relation  to  its  ex- 
pences) “ by  an  examination  and  cornparifon  of  the  ac- 
counts of  general  and  regimental  hofpitals  but  You, 
while  inveftigating  the  comparative  merits  of  the 
Indian  and  the  Britifh  medical  departments  in  Egypt, 
have  omitted,  as  it  appears  from  your  Report,  to 
procure  any  information  whatever  of  their  a61ual 
expenditures  refpe(51ively,  and  have  at  once  de- 
cided that  the  former  of  thele  was  mod  “ lauda- 
bly  oeconomical”  and  the  latter  “ an  unneceffary 
incumbrance,”  imagining  perhaps  that  a medical 
^ eftablifhment  muft  needs  coft  little  or  nothing  when  it 
had  the  good  fortune  to  be  under  the  diredlion  of  Dr. 
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M‘Gregor,  and  confequently  that  In  the’prefent  cafe  no 
previous  examination  of  its  accounts  could  be  requiiite 
as  a bafis  for  yourdecifion.  Yet,  if  the  report  then  cur- 
rent in  Egypt  be  tuie,  the  extra  allowances  which  Dr. 
M‘ Gregor  received  as  head  of  that  department  were 
ample  enough  to  have  paid  for  the  employment  of  a 
phyfician  or  two,  of  fome  daff  furgeons,  &c.  and  thefe 
various  officers  might  have  rendered  fervices  not  lefs 
important  and  necelTary  to  the  Indian  army  than  Dr. 
McGregor  could  render  by  his  fmgle  exertions. 

There  is  one  other  point  in  the  Eaft  Indian  medical 
department  to  which  I muftffiortly  advert.  Dr.  Wil- 
liam Yates,  who  belongs  to  that  department,  ftates  in 
his  examination  before  you  (page  19 1 of  your  Report} 
that  ‘‘  the  medical  eftabliihment  in  thatfervice  confifts 
of  fuperintending  furgeons  of  divifions,  of  furgeons,  and 
of  affiftant  furgeons;’*  and  in  defcribing  the  duties  of  the 
fuperintending  furgeons  he  fays, that  ‘‘  they  infpe6t  the 
hofpitals  within  their  divifions,  and  regulate  the  prac- 
tice of  the  furgeons  and  affiftant  furgeons.”  That  the 
power  of  regulating  the  pradice  of  inferior  medical  offi- 
cers fhould  be  given  to  competent  perfons  is  undoubt- 
edly very  proper  ; but  either  Dr.  Yates  has  made  a 
miftakc  in  mentioning  that  this  power  exifts  in  the  fu- 
perintending furgeons,  or  Dr.  Yates  is  himfelf{^\{  1 do 
not  miftake  the  perfon,  and  I have  no  reafon  to  fufpeft 
that  I do)  a proof  that  it  is  not  exercijed.  I have  a book 
before  me  entitled“A  View  of  the  Scienceof  Lifeon  the 
Principles  of  the  late  celebrated  John  Brown,  M D, 
byWilliamYates  and  Charles  Maclean, with  cafes  in  il- 
luft ration  feledled  from  the  records  of  their  practice  at 
the  general  hofpital  at  Calcutta,”  printed  “ Philadel- 
-phia  1797,”  and  in  page  58  of  this  work  1 find 
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“ draughts  of  500  drops  of  laudanum*  ordered,”  by 
Dr.  Yates  “ to  be  given  every  hour,”  and,  “ glyfters 
with  500  drops  of  laudanum  to  be  given,”  alfo, 
“ every  hour,”  to  Francis  Lote,  a patient  under  his 
care  in  that  hofpital ; and  in  page  66  of  the  fame 
w'ork,  “ 2ograins  of  calomel  with  fix  grains  of  opium 
to  be  given  every  hour,”  to  another  patient  of  Dr. 
Yates, Jacob  Mayer, at  the  fame  time  that  two  ounces 
of  mercurial  ointment  (with  which  four  ounces  of  calo- 
mel  were  afterwards  mixed)  were  ordered  to  be  rubbed 
in,”  upon  him.  There  are  other  inftances  of  fingular 
practice  in  that  work  ; but  thefe  will  fuffice.  As  this 
treatment  was  tolerated  by  the  fuperintending  furgeons 
and  allowed  to  continue  recorded  in  the  hofpital  books, 
and  has  fince  been  publifiied  without  any  difavowal  on 
their  part,  it  mull  be  evident  that  they  could  not  have 
had  the  power  “ to  regulate  pra61ice,”  or  elfethat  they 
did  not  exercife  it.  If  well  educated  phyficians  had  been 
employed  by  the  company,  for  the  duty  of  that  hofpi- 
tal, it  is  probable  that  no  fuch  treatment  would  have 
been  recorded. 

Having  as  I truft  fufificiently  explained  the  fallacy 
of  the  reprefentation  on  which  >our  charges  againft 
the  utility  of  the  general  hofpital  fydem  on  foreign  fer- 
vicehas  been  founded,  I muftnext  advert  to  the  utility 
of  that  fyftem  at  home. 

Notwithftanding  the  objeftions  exifting  in  your 
minds  againft  general  hofpitals  abroad,  you  have  yet 
found  it  right  ta  admit  the  “ neceflity  and  convenience” 
(p.  24O  of  “a  diftintft;  medical  eftabliftiment  which 


• It  is  mentreined  in  a note  at  p.  97  of  that  work  “ that 
the  laudanum  was  weaker,  perhaps  one  third,  than  what  is 
commonly  ufed  in  Europe.’* 
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fnight  relieve  the  regimental  furgeons  from  all  duties 
except  in  the  field  ; bqt,’*  you.  add,  “ the  reafons 
which  might  be  urged  in  favour  of  fuch  a meafure  on 
Jervice  do  not  apply  to  yur forces  at  home'^  That  thefe 
reafons  do  not  apply’*  to  the  latter  mufi:  be  obvious, 
becaufe  abfolute  neceflity,  which  is  the  chief  of  them, 
cannot  be  pleaded  in  their  behalf,  fince  prefent  expe- 
rience demonftrates  the  poflibility  of  difpenfing  with 
them,  at  leaf!  with  the  exception  you  have  mentioned 
of  “ hofpitals  to  which  the  Tick  of  regiments  abfent 
on  foreign  fervice  may  be  generally  fent.” — You  have, 
however,  admitted  with  much  propriety,  p.  21,  that 
the  general  hofpital  fyftem  “ at  home”  as  well  as  “ on 
fervice  abroad,  is  to  be  eftimated  in  refpedl  of  its 
utility  in  the  care  of  the  fick,  and  of  its  ceconomy”— 
and  it  is  in  thefe  refpefts  alone  that  I propofe  to  ex- 
amine the  expediency  of  eflabliftiing  general  hofpitals 

at  home.  ' 

It  is  folely  in  places,  near  to  which  a large  body  of 
troops  is  colledled,  that  thefe  eftablifhments  can  be 
neceffary,  as  in  the  garrifons  of  Portfmouth  and  Ply* 
mouth,  in  London,  at  Deal,  Colchefter,  &c;  for  where 
one  or  more  regiments  only  are  quartered,  it  would  be 
abfurd  to  form  general  hofpitals.  Where  feveral  re- 
giments then  are  ftationed  together,  it  is  probable  that 
their  fick  will  generally  amount  to  a qonfid^table 
number.  The  queflion,  therefore,,  is,  whether  it  is 
more  economical  and  ufefiil  to  have  .alTthe  fick 
brought  together  into  one  large  hofpital;, : L e.  a general 
hofpital,  or  to  let  them  be  managed  inTeveral  fmaller 
ones,  i.  e.  in  the  hofpitals  belonging'to  their  refpec- 
tive  regiments  ? That  greater  Economy  will  refult  from 
the  former  of  thefe  plans  will  fcarcely  admit  of  a doubt, 
it  being  an  axiom,  the  truth  of  which  is  daily  proved, 
and  more  frequently  in  this  than  in  any  other  nation,  that 
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a large  eftablilhment  may  be  carried  on  at  lefs  expence  of 
every  kind,  and  with  greater  perfedion,  when  united  into 
onefyftem,  than  it  could  be  when  fubdivided  into  fe- 
veral  fimilar  fyftems  which  fhould  all  be  carried 
on  infeparate  and  diftant  eftablifhments.  How  futile 
the  common-place  objedions  to  general  hofpitals  are, 
fo  far  as  regards  the  formation  of  them  at  home,  is 
proved  by  the  examples  of  the  great  civil  hofpi- 
tals in  this  and  other  large  towns.  The  wants  of  every 
patient  in  them  are  fupplied  without  wafte,  irregula- 
rity or  profufe  expenditure  ; but,  on  the  contrary, 
with  excellent  order  and  frugality.  Certainly  there  is 
no  advantage  poflelfed  by  civil  hofpitals  which  may  not 
be  poffeffed  in  an  equal  degree  by  military  ones ; and 
the  latter  have  advantages  befides,  which  the  former 
can  never  enjoy,  at  leafl  in  a fimilar  degree,  fuch  as 
the  ftrong  hand  of  military  power  to  check,  corred, 
and  punifh  abufes,  and  the  high  incentive  of  promotion 
to  the  faithful  difcharge  of  duty.  Yet  it  is  perpetually 
aflerted  by  certain  perfons,  and  the  public  are  called 
upon  to  believe  implicitly,  againft  experience  and  com- 
mon fenfe,  that  military  general  hofpitals,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  their  fuperior  advantages  over  civil,  muft 
always  be  attended  with  grofs*  prodigality  and  mifma- 
nagement  ; and  that  there  can  never  be  honefty  and 
ingenuity  enough  in  their  fuperior  officers  to  obviate 


• **  The  confamption  of  wine  at  the  York  hofpital  in  the 
year  1799”  has  been  “ particularly  noticed”  in  p.  66,  of  the 
Report,  where  it  is  mentioned  that  “ a pipe  of  port  wine  was 
expended  in  ten  days,  and  that  the  fame  rate  of  confiimption 
was  continued  for  fome  time,”  The  commiflioners  however 

do  not  appear  to  have  enquired  under  what  circumftances  this 
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the  abufes  which  depravity  or  negligence  may  intro- 
duce. 

“ The  magnitude  of  the  eftablilhments  attached  to 
general  hofpitals,’*  is  one  of  the  leading  “ objedfions” 
to  them  which  you  have  ftated  (p.  24).  This  ob- 
jeftion  cannot  apply  to  that  part  of  the  eftablilhment 
which  comprifes  the  inferior  officers  and  the  fervants  ; 
becaufe  perfons  of  this  defcription  muft  be  employed 
for  the  fervice  of  the  lick,  wherever  they  may  be  ac- 
commodated, and  it  is  a part  of  the  axiom  above  men- 
tioned that  this  fervice  can  be  performed  by  fewer  per- 
fons in  general  than  in  regimental  hofpitals,  and  it  is 
therefore  only  to  the  medical  officers  required  for  the 
treatment  "of  the  lick,  that  your  objcdlion  can  be  ap- 
plied. In  anfwer  to  it,  I may  obferve  that  if  it  be 
conceded,  that  in  a given  number  of  fick  or  wounded, 
more  lives  will  be  faved  and  the  cures  of  the  reft  will 
be  more  fpeedily  effedled  under  the  treatment  of  (kil- 


quantity  was  confumed ; they  would  otherwife  have  difeo- 
vered  that  there  were  at  that  time  (November)  in  thehofpi- 
tal  500  patients,  the  greater  part  of  them  feverely  ill  of 
putrid  fevers  contrafledr^uring,  or  immediately  after,  the 
campaign  in  Holland;  and  that  this  enormous  confumption 
is  at  the  average  rate  of  eight  gills  in  ten  days,  i.  e.  of  four 
fifths  ofa  gill  per  diem,  an  allowance  which  the  commilTion- 
ers  will  not  confider  as  very  extravagant,  if  they  fliall  ever 
happen  to  be  themfelves  limited  to  it.  The  furgeon  who 
ftated  to  the  commiflioners  this  confumption  of  wine,  affords 
the  beft  proof  that  there  was  no  improper  expenditure  of  it; 
for  he  exprefsly  fays,  p.  229,  that  “ he  never  had  a fufpicion 
that  any  of  this  wine  was  expended  otherwife  than  by  the 
fick,  in  the  hofpilal  and  his  own  returns  ('I  am  informed^ 
fliow  that  he  ordered  wine  to  hh  patient  as  largely  as  any  of 
the  other  medical  officers  on  that  duty. 

F2 


ful,  than  under  that  of  lefs  fkilful,  perfons,  which  I 
prefume  every  one  will  grant,  that  mull  be  the  trueft 
oeconomy  (omitting  all  higher  confiderations,  as  of 
humanity,  &c.)  which  Oiall  provide  the  beft  profef- 
honal  talents  for  the  fervice  of  the  hofpitals  ; and  it  is 
moft  probable  that  the  extra  expence  to  the  nation  of  a 
proper  medical  ftafF to  treat  the  patients  in  general  hof- 
pitals would  be  much  more  than  repaid  by  the  benefits 
accruing  from  their  judicious  pradlice. 

Of  the  utility  of  general  hofpitals  at  home,  (which 
in|truth  cannot  be  feparated  wholly  from  “ oeconomy"^) 
the  faving  of  lives  and  the  acceleration  of  cure  juft 
fpoken  of,  are  ftrong  arguments. — Another  is  that 
thefe  hofpitals  under  men  of  real  fcience  might  eafi- 
ly  be  rendered  excellent  fchools  of  medicine,  where  the 
young  hofpital  mate  might  acquire  much  valuable  in- 
formation, with  which  he  would  afterwards,  when  pro- 
moted to  be  furgeon  of  a regiment,  effentially  benefit 
his  country  in  a multitude  of  inftances  ; an  advantage, 
the  importance  of  which  you  have  fully  admitted  in  p. 
85.  of  your  Report,  and  which  is  at  prefent  attained  in 
but  a very  limited  and  imperfefl  manner  by  the  plan  of 
rearing  medical  cadets.  Another  great  advantage  which 
general  hofpitals  are  capable  of  affording,  is  the  inftruc- 
tion  of  proper  perfons  for  the  inferior  duties  of  hofpitals, 
as  ftcwards,  wardmafters,  and  other  attendants.  This 
clafs  of  fervants  has  often  been  of  the  worft  defcrip- 
tion  on  foreign  fervice,  and  the  reafon  of  it  is  that,  as 
thefe  fervants  are  very  feldom  fent  out  from  the  hof- 
pital department,  but  are  ufually  procured  as  they  hap- 
pen to  be  wanted,  from  the  regiments  on  the  fame  fer- 
vice, by  an  order  of  the  general  commanding,  it  is  very 
common  and  natural  for  the  officers  who  command  thofe 
regiments  to  fend  only  fuch  of  their  men  as  arc  of  the 


C 69  ] 

lead:  value  and  ufe:  by  which  means,  the  menial  fer- 
vice  of  a general  hofpital  is  fometimes  performed  by 
drunkards,  and  other  worthlefs  and  incorrigible  cha- 
racters, with  confequences  infinitely  injurious,  and 
occafionally  fatah  to  the  fick. — It  is,  I conceive,  not 
impoffible  to  form  and  train  a corps  of  ufeful  fervants 
in  general  hofpitals  at  home,  a part  of  which  might  al- 
ways be  detached  with  the  medical  llaff  accompanying 
foreign  expeditions,  whereby  many  of  thofe  evils  and 
abufes  will  be  prevented,  which  have  been  charged  un- 
juftly  to  the  medical  officer.  It  is  fcarcely  neceflary 
to  mention  that  the  remarks  here  offered  on  the  expedi- 
ency of  eftablifhing  general  hofpitals  in  large  garrifons 
at  home  are  equally  applicable  to  their  eftablifhmcnt 
in  fuch  garrifons  as  Gibraltar  and  Malta. 

You  may  probably  think  that  I have  now  written 
enough  on  the  fubje6I  of  general  hofpitals,  and  I ffiall 
therefore  difmifs  it  with  only  one  obfervation,  which  is 
that  if  in  truth  thefe  hofpitals  were  really  produ61ive  of 
all  the  evils,  and  the  regimental  were  attended  with  all 
the  advantages,  which  you  have  been  led  to  fuppofe,  it 
is  not  credible  that  this  great  difference  between  them 
would  have  paffed  unobferved  fo  many  years,  andatlaft 
have  only  been  difeovered  by  Drs.Jackfon,  Borland  and 
McGregor  ; between  whom  there  has  long  been  fuch  a 
community  of  ideas  and  of  interefts,  that  the  fupport 
which  they  give  to  each  other’s  opinions  may  be 
confidered  as  being,  in  regard  to  its  impartiality,  like 
the  teftimony  of  a wife  infavour  of  her  hufband.  And 
itfeems  equally  incredible  that  the  two  lattergentlemen, 
when  they  manifefted  fo  much  readinefs,  in  conformity 
with  Dr.  Jackfon’s  notions,  to  condemn  general  hofpi- 
tals, would,  had  there  been  any  /«/?  grounds  for  doing 
fo,  have  been  forced  to  recur  to  anonymous  hearfay, 
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or  to  fuch  ftatemenls  as  thofe  which  I flatter  myfelf 
have  been  fuflaciently  expofed  and  refuted. 

The  only  parts  of  your  Report  now  remaining  for  my 
animadverfion  are  thofe  which  relate  to  the  offices  of 
infpe6lor  and  deputy  infpe^lor  of  hofpitals, — Of  thefe 
(parts)  the  principal  occur  at  p.  i6.  and  17.  and  at  p. 
86.  and  are  as  follows,  viz. 

“ The  rank  of  phyfician,  had  it  been  founded  on  the 
experience  of  the  regimental  or  ftaff  furgeon  would  not 
probably  have  rendered  thofe  promoted  to  it  wholly 
unaflifling  in  operative  duties”  (i.  e.  thofe  of  the  infpec- 
tors  and  deputy  infpeftors)  “ as  occurs  in  the  cafe  of 
phyficians  regularly  bred  to  civil  pra£ficc  ; and  they 
might  have  afforded  afliftance  to  the  extent  at  leaft  in 
which  it  is  now  afforded  by  infpedfors  and  deputy  in- 
fpcdors.”  p.  16.  You  add,  p.  17,  that  “ the  in- 
tention of  introducing  thefe  claffes  into  the  eftablifh- 
ment  was  founded  probably  on  the  neceffity  that  they, 
who  had  the  medical  fuperintendance  fhould  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  medical  pradice  and  oeconomy  of  the 
army  in  all  their  details;  and  on  the  propriety  of  hold- 
ing out  to  the  army  furgeons,  the  hope  of  obtaining 
that  fuperior  rank  and  pay  to  which  their  labours,  ha- 
zards, and  experience  entitled  them.” 

You  properly  obferve,  p.  17.  that  “ it  is  a confe- 
quence  of  the  prefent  arrangement,  that  the  appoint- 
ments made  on  the  recommendation  of  the  junior 
member  of  the  board  fuperfede  in  rank  thofe 
made  by  the  fenior;  and  that  they  who  in  civil  medi- 
cal praftice  are  confidered  as  of  inferior  rank  to  the 
phyficians,  are  fuperior  to  them  in  the  army.”  An 
inverfion  of  order  and  propriety,  for  which  it  feems 
you  can  find  no  remedy,  but  that  of  profcribing  all 
phyficians,  or  at  leaft,  all  but  thofe  who  hare  pre- 
vioufly  fervcd  as  regimental  furgeons. 
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You  flate,  p.  86,  that  “the  moft  queftionable  part  of 
the  fyftem  of  medical  promotion,  refpedls  the  appoint- 
ment of  infpeflors,  and  deputy  infpeftors,  and  princi- 
pal medical  officers.  Thofe  valuable  and  important 
appointments  are  nut  governed  by  any  eftabliflied  rule. 
The  infpedlor-general  under  whofe  patronage  the  two 
firft  are,  fays,  that  he  always  feledfs  thofe  officers  from 
the  ftaff  or  regimental  furgeons  ; yet,  although  the  pay 
of  the  firft  clafs  is  double  that  of  the  phyficians,  and 
that  of  the  fecond  exceeds  it  by  five  (hillings  per  diem, 
no  length  of  fervice  is  requifite  to  qualify  them  for  the 
appointment.  At  the  fame  time,  therefore,  that  the 
giving  of  thefe  ranks  and  pay  tends  to  degrade  the  rank 
of  phyjician  in  the  army^  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  have 
operated  as  an  inducement  to  gentlemen  of  ability  to  enter 
originally  into  the  fervice,  or  to  continue  in  it.’* — You 
add  “ the  only  juftifiable  ground,  to  which  we  have 
before  alluded,  for  any  of  thefe  appointments  feems  to 
have  been  the  expediency  oi  fuperjeding  the  phyftcians  in 
the  general  fuperintendance  of  the  medical  concerns  of 
the  army  fervice,  to  which  by  their  rank  they  would 
otherwife  have  been  entitled  ; becaufe,  being  taken 
from  civil  life,  they  could  not  but  have  wanted  that 
knowledge  which  was  requifite  to  the  conduB  of  mill- 
tary  hofpitals,  and  the  management  of fck  foldiers.” 
Some  of  the  obfervations  in  thefe  paflages  are  highly 
proper.  There  are  others,  however,  which  are,  as  I 
think,  of  a different  defcription,  and  have  manifeftly 
originated  in  deficient  and  erroneous  information. 
That  you  may  become  fenfible  of  this,  I will  fliortly  . 
ftate  the  refults  of  my  reading  and  enquiries  refpedling 
the  opinions  and  practice  which  have  prevailed  in  the 
Britifti  army  in  regard  to  the  exercife  of  thofe  duties 
now  committed  to  the  officers,  denominated  infpedfors 
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and  deputy  infpe£lors, — duties  which  appear  to  have 
been  performed  at  different  periods,  and  in  different 
places,  under  various  denominations,  but  always  by  army 
phyficians,  where  any  one  of  them  was  employed  until 
the  year  1795. 

At  the  time  when  phyficians  w'ere  firft  introduced 
into  the’army,  the  education  of  furgeons  was  generally 
fo  very  deficient,  compared  to  what  it  is  now,  that 
they  were  placed  at  a much  greater  diflance  from  the 
phyficians  than  they  have  lately  been,  or  than  they 
now  ought  to  be  ; and  with  the  great  fupeiiority  of  qua- 
lifications which  phyficians  in  every  country  in  Europe 
were  deemed  to  poffefs,  (and  which  they  did  poffefs  in 
Great  Britain  above  every  other  country)  and  with  the 
great  fuperiority  of  rank  and  pay  which  from  the  firft 
were  affigned  to  them  in  the  Britifti  army,  it  fol- 
lowed as  a matter  of  courfe  that  a phyfician,  wherever 
he  was  employed,  held  the  higheft  ftation  on  the  hof- 
pital  ftaff  and  exercifed  the  higheft  medical  func- 
tions. 

This  appears  to  have  been  the  cafe  ever  fince  mili- 
tary phyficians  were  employed  in  the  Britifh  army. 
Indeed  when  regular  armies  were  to  be  formed,  the 
neceffity  of  having  a chief-officer  for  its  medical  de- 
partment who  might  fuperintend  the  whole,  commu- 
nicate diredtly  with  the  commander  in  chief,  and 
under  his  fandfion  give  the  neceffary  orders,  muft  have 
been  foon  difeovered  ; and  it  W'ould  have  been  highly 
incongruous  and  abfurd,  when  the  eftimation,  rank, 
and  pay  of  army  phyficians  fo  greatly  exceeded  thofe 
of  the  furgeons,  to  have  given  this  pre-eminence  to 
any  other  than  a phyfician.  Where  only  one  army  phy- 
fician, therefore,  w'as  employed,  he  became  the  chief 
medical  officer  as  matter  of  courfe,  and  did  the  duties 


now  affigned  to  the  infpeftor  of  hofpitals  without  any 
particular  appointment.  But  when  a large  army  was 
aflembled,  and  feveral  phyficians  were  placed  on  the 
hofpltal  ftaff,  one  of  them  was  feledted  to  attend  the 
commander  in  chief,  and  he  commonly  received  the 
appointment  of  phyfician  general,  and  difcharged  the 
higher  duties  of  chief  medical  officer.  In  this  way  the 
late  Sir  John  Pringle  became  phyfician  to  the  Earl  of 
Stair,  who  firft  commanded  the  Britifii  army  in  Germa- 
ny and  the  Low  Countries  in  the  war  which  terminated 
in  1748,  and  wasfoon  afterwards  appointed  phyfician- 
general.  And  if  1 have  not  been  mifinformed,  the  late 
Sir  Clifton  Wintringham  obtained  a fimilar  appoint- 
ment in  the  fucceeding  war. 

Dr.  Donald  Monro  in  the  fecond  edition  of  his 
wmrk,*  has  inferted  a chapter  refpeding  “ the  phyfical 


* See  “ Obfervations  on  the  Means  of  preferving  the 
Health  of  Soldiers,  and  of  conducting  Military  Hofpitals, 
in  two  vols.  by  Donald  Monro,  M.  D.  Phyfician  to  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Army,  and  to  St.  George’s  Hofpital ; Fellow  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Phyficians  at  London,  and  of  the  Royal 
Society:  fecond  edition.”  In  this  work  after  dating  that 
“ no  perfon  ought  to  be  appointed  a phyfician  to  the  army 
or  military  hofpitals  without  previoufly  undergoing  the 
fame  examination  at  the  college  of  Phyficians,  as  thofe  do  who 
enter  fellows  and  licentiates  of  the  college,  that  none  but 
proper  perfons  rc\diy  ht  employed:”  he  adds  ip.  134,  vol.  2. 
that  the  direction  of  all  military  hofpitals  ought  always  to 
be  committed  to  the  phyficians,  who  have  the  immediate 
care  of  hofpitals.” 

“ When  an  army  is  acting  on  a continent,  and  there  is  a 
number  of  hofpitals  in  different  places,  the  phyfician  who 
attends  the  Commander  in  Chief  ought  to  be  made  phyfician- 
general  and  director  of  the  hofpitals,  with  proper  appoint- 
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officers  employed  about  an  hofpitar*  containing  direc- 
tions apparently  founded  on  the  ufages  which  had  pre- 
vailed when  he  ferved  in  Germany  and  in  Great  Britain 
as  an  army  phyfician, which  will  be  found  to  confirm  the 
accounts  I have  juft  given. 

In  the  fucceeding  war  the  phyficians,  wherever  they 
happened  to  ferve,  were  allowed  the  fame  pre-emi- 
nence, though  in  Europe  there  was  no  Britilh  army 
employed,  vrhich  required  any  higher  appointment 
than  that  of  an  army  phyfician.  With  this  rank 
only  Dr.  Donald  Monro  exercifed  the  funflions  of  in- 
fpeeftor  or  chief  medical  officer  at  the  large  encamp- 
ment at  Coxheath,  in  1778  and  1779,  other  army 
phyficians  did  in  encampments  at  Warley  common, 
Winchefter,  &c.  In  America,  however,  large  armies 
were  employed,  particularly  that  under  General  now 
Lord  Howe  at  New  York  and  Philadelphia;  and  of  that 
Dr.  Morris  was  both  fenior  phyfician  and  chief  medical 
officer  with  the  title  of  infpedfor  general  of  hofpitals, 
as  has  been  already  mentioned.  Dr.  Knox,  another 
army  phyfician,  being  at  the  fame  time  appointed  chief 
medical  officer  to  the  army  under  General  Burgoyne 
in  Canada. 


rnents  ; and  all  orders  from  head-quarters  ought  to  go  im- 
mediately through  this  channel. 

“ Every  other  phyfician  at  the  different  hofpitals  ought 
to  direfl  every  thing  about  the  hofpital  which  he  attends, 
and  his  orders  ought  to  be  pundlually  obeyed  ; and  he  ought 
to  keep  up  a conftant  correfpondence  with  the  phyfician-ge- 
neral ; acquainting  him  from  time  to  time  with  the  ftate  of 
the  hofpital,  and  what  is  wanted  for  it  ; and  he  ought 
pundlually  to  obey  whatever  orders  he  receives  from  the 
phyfician-general.”  Id. 
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Dr.  Morris  returned  to  England  before  the  end  of 
the  war,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Dr.  Mervin  Nooth, 
one  of  the  phyficians  of  that  ftaff. 

About  the  fame  period  Dr.  Hunter  being  at  Jamaica 
as  an  army  phyfician,  had  the  fuperintendance  of  the 
military  hofpitals  there. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  laft  war,  in  the  year  1793, 
two  phyficians  who  had  been  promoted,  one  from  the 
office  of  ftaff  furgeon,  and  the  other  from  that  of  fiaff 
apothecary,  were  placed  at  the  head  of  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  Britilh  army  on  the  continent;  and  they 
were  afterwards  fuperfeded  by  Dr.  Kennedy,  an  older 
army  phyfician,  who  had  not  ferved  in  any  fubirdinate 
fituation,  as  far  at  lead  as  I have  been  able  to  difcover. 
About  the  fame  time  an  expedition  was  fent  to  the 
Weft  Indies  under  the  late  Earl,  then  Sir  Charles, 
Grey,  and  of  this  Dr.  Clifton,  an  army  phyfician,  was 
the  chief  medical  officer. 

In  1794,  a confiderable  body  of  troops  was  colledled 
at  Southampton  under  the  command  of  the  Earl  of 
Moira,  and  Sir  J.  M.  Hayes  was  appointed  chief  of  the 
hofpital  ftaff  of  this  army  under  the  title  of  direftor  of 
hofpitals,  a title  which  had  occafionally  been  conferred 
on  army  phyficians  before,  and  w'hich  had  fometimes 
been  improperly  affumed  by  the  purveyor  of  hofpitals, 
as  Dr.  Monro  mentions  in  the  work  before  cited. 

Thus  far  it  appears  that  phyficians  had  invariably 
been,  the  chief  medical  officers.  But  foon  after  this  a 
remarkable  innovation  occurred  by  the  appointment  in 
17951  of  two  old  army  furgeons  to  be  inJpeSlors  general 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  viz.  Mr.  Weir  and  Mr.  Young. 
It  will  not  I hope  be  expedted  that  one  in  ray  ftation 
(hould  be  able  to  explain  the  motives  which  occafion- 
ed  this  exception  to  what  had  fo  long  been  the  rule  and 
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ufage  in  regard  to  fuch  appointments.  Reafons  for  it, 
however jobvioufly  prefent  themfelves,  as  likely  to  have 
hindered  the  appointment  of  army  phyficians  to  thefe 
offices  at  that  time.  I have  already  mentioned  that, 
fubfequently  to  the  peace  of  1783,  and  until  the  time 
of  Mr.  Hunter’s  death,  only  one  army  phyfician  (who 
had  been  an  old  ftaff  apothecary}  was  appointed.  At 
the  time  to  which  I allude,this  phyfician  had  lately  ferv- 
ed  on  the  continent,  as  had  two  other  army  phyficians 
appointed  in  the  former  war.  One  of  thefe,  however. 
Dr.  Kennedy,  died  almoft  immediately  after  his  re- 
turn; and  the  others  were  advanced  in  life,  which 
with  other  particular  reafons  doubtlefs  prevented  their 
being  thought  of  for  the  fervice  affigned  for  Mr.  Weir 
and  Mr.  Young  ; and  of  the  very  few  who  remained 
of  the  phyficians  appointed  in  former  wars,  there  was 
not  one  I believe  who  had  not  either  been  permitted 
to  retire  on  permanent  half-pay,  or  who  was  not  too 
old,  or  too  infirm,  for  an  expedition  to  the  Weft  In- 
dies. There  was,  indeed,  at  that  time  fuch  a total  want 

I 

of  army  phyficians  for  fervice  in  the  Weft  Indies,  that 
every  one  of  thofe  fent  thither,either  upon  the  ftaff  of  the 
Windward  iflands,  or  upon  that  of  St.  Domingo,  was 
appointed  purpofely  for  the  one  or  the  other  of  thofe  ex- 
peditions, and  confequently  about  the  time  of,  or  fubfe- 
quently to,  the  appointments  of  Mr.  Weir  and 
Mr.  Young.  And  I have  reafon  to  believe  that  if 
army  phyficians  of  fufficient  experience  could  have 
been  found  for  the  offices  conferred  upon  thofe 
gentlemen,  a preference  would  have  been  given  to 
them.  The  introduftion,  therefore,  offurgeons  into  the 
office  of  infpetftor  was  not  as  you  fuppofe  occafioned 
by  its  having  been  found  that  the  phyficians  “ want^ 
ed  that  kno  wledge  which  was  requijite  to  the  condu6i  of 
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tnUtiary  hofpltah,  and  the  fnanagcment  ofjich  foldlerSy” 
but  becaufe  there  were  at  that  time  nophyficiaris,  or  at 
leaft  none  who  were  of  any  handing,  and  who  had  been 
on  foreign  fervice,  that  could  be  induced  to  accept 
thefe  appointments.  That  no  belief  of  any  fuch  defi- 
ciency in  army  phyficians  could  have  then  exifted  muft 
be  evident,  becaufe  fubfequently  to  that  time,  and  in- 
deed until  the  month  of  December  i8oi,  (when  Mr. 
Knight  was  raifed  from  the  fituation  of  furgeon  to  the 
Coldfiream  regiment  of  guards  to  be  infpedlor  of  mi- 
litary hofpitals)  the  army  phyficians  taken  from  civil 
life  continued  to  (hare  thefe  promotions  with  the  fur- 
geons,  (as  in  the  cafes  of  Drs.  Robertfon  Barclay, 
Moore,  and  Franck,  all  of  them  now  infpedfors  of 
hofpitals,)  and  they  continued  alfo  to  be  intrufted 
(even  when  not  promoted)  with  the“  conduSi  of  military 
hofpitalsy  and  the  management  of  fick  foldiers,’* 
without  giving  room  for  any  fufpicion  of  their  being 
unfit  for  fuch  trufts.  This  was  the  cafe  generally  with 
the  phyficians  on  the  ftaff  of  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie, 
though  fo  recently  appointed.  It  was  my  lot  when  I 
had  been  only  nine  months  in  the  fervice  to  be  placed 
for  fome  time  at  the  head  of  the  medical  department  in 
Barbadoes,  wdiere  there  was  then  a large  ellablifhment. 
And  afterwards  when  I had  recovered  from  the  yellow 
fever  at  Martinique,  I was  placed  in  the  fame  fitua- 
tion at  Grenada,  and  continued  in  it  until  I left  theWeft 
Indies, performing, I hope,fatisfa6torily  theduties  which 
are  now  performed  by  infpe<Sfors  and  deputy  infpe6fors. 
And  in  1798  (immediately  after  my  return  from 
theWeft  Indies,)  very  confiderable  bodies  of  regular 
troops  and  militia  being  collected  in  different  diftriiSls 
of  the  kingdom  under  the  apprehenfion  of  an  invafion, 
an  army  phyfician  was, according  to  what  had  been  prac- 
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tifed  at  Coxheath  and  Warley  common,  &c.  in  the 
years  1778  and  1779,  appointed  as  the  chief  medical 
officer  in  each  of  thefe  diftrifls  which  were  Efficiently 
confiderable  for  fuch  an  appointment.  That  in  the 
eaftern  diftrift,  under  the  command  of  General,  now 
Lord  Howe,  amounted  to  about  25,000  men,  and  the 
duties  of  chief  medical  officer  and  infpedlor  of  regi- 
mental hofpitals  were  affigned  to  me,  and  I had  very 
good  reafons  to  flatter  myfelf  that  thefe  duties  were 
difcharged  to  the  fatisfadlion  of  my  fuperiors  ; as  was 
the  cafe  I am  perfuaded  with  all  the  other  army  phy- 
ficians  fo  employed ; of  myfelf,  however,  I hope  I 
may  be  excufed  for  faying,  that  if  Mr.  Knight  ffiould 
ever  take  the  trouble  of  infpefHng  my  letters  and  re- 
turns to  the  army  medical  board,  he  may,  I think,  find 
by  them  that  while  thus  employed  in  the  eaftern  dif- 
trifts  I introduced  or  enforced  fuch  arrangements  in 
the  oeconomy  and  difcipline  of  the  regimental  hofpi- 
tals as  very  much  refemble  the  beft  of  thofe  now  exift- 
ing  in  this  country. 

In  the  following  year  (1799)  I was  fent  with  the 
Britifti  auxiliary  army  commanded  by  general  Cuyler 
to  Lifbon, where  I foon  after  became  the  chief  officer  of 
the  hofpital  ftaflf  (with  extra  allowances  for  afling  in 
that  capacity)  and  remained  as  fuch  until  the  late  Sir 
Charles  Stuart,  on  being  appointed  commander  in 
chief  in  the  Medeterranean,  made  a particular  appli- 
cation for  my  fervices  with  thofe  of  fome  other  army 
phyficians,  upon  the  ftaflf  then  forming  for  him,  (which 
command  afterwards  devolved  on  Sir  Ralph  Aber- 
crombie,) and  thereby  unintentionally  deprived  me  of 
that  permanent  promotion  which  I then  fully  expefled, 
and  which  was  given  to  my  fuccelTor. 

1 mention  thefe  circumftances,  not  from  motives  of 


[ '!9  ] 

vanity,  but  to  repel  the  imputation  of  incapacity  which 
has  been,  I think  mofl:  unjuftly,  thrown  upon  the  army 
phyficians,  in  oppofition  to  the  experience  both  of  the 
former  and  the  prefent  times. — For  though  army  fur- 
geons  had  fubfequently  to  1795,  been  allowed  to  par- 
ticipate with  the  phyficians  in  the  higher  offices  of  the 
hofpital  flaff  (and  in  my  opinion  properly  when  ade- 
quately qualified)  there  never  had,  I believe,  exifled 
any  fufpicion  of  that  fort  of  deficiency  in  the  latter 
which  you  fuppofe,  on  the  authority  of  Dr.  Jackfon, 
until  Mr.  Knight’s  promotion  to  his  prefent  office. 
And  his  having  made  a difcovery  which  had  efcaped 
all  former  obfervation  may  certainly  be  confidered  as 
one  of  the  extraordinary  events  of  modern  times  ; con- 
lidering  that  Mr.  Knight’s  great  experience,  fervices, 
and  hardffiips  had  all  occurred  in  London  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood, and  chiefly,  if  not  folely,  in  the  hofpital  of 
the  Coldftream  regiment  of  guards;  fo  that  the  ex- 
ercife  of  his  military  duties  had  not  probably  ever 
led  him  into  a fingle  general  hofpital  or  to  an  acquaint- 
ance with  a fingle  army  phyfician ; — a circumftance 
which,  however  it  might  naturally  difpofe  him  to  think 
them  both  ufelefs,  could  not  affifl:  him  in  perceiving 
their  feveral  defe£ls.  For  though  the  want  of  know- 
ledge has  often  been  the  caufe  of  erroneous  prejudices 
and  conclufions,  it  never  has,  I believe,  in  any  other 
inftance  enabled  one  to  make  a difcovery  of  dif- 
ficulty and  importance.  Let  us,  however,  if  poffible, 
recur  to  pofitive  fa61s  on  this  fubje6f,  and  endeavour 
to  afeertain  the  duties  which  properly  belong  to  the 
offices  of  infpeftor  and  deputy  infpedlor  of  hofpitals, 
that  we  may  fee  whether  there  be  any  of  them  which 
army  phyficians  are  not  in  every  refpeft  as  well  quali- 
fied to  perform  as  army  furgeons. 
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At  page  1 12  of  your  Report  we  find  a long  and  mi- 
nute catalogue  or  “ profpedtus’’  delivered  to  you  by 
Mr.  Knight  of  his  own  duties  as  infpeftor-general  ; 
and  (p.  113,)  that  gentleman  being  afterwards  quef- 
tioned  by  you  concerning  “ the  general  duties  of  the 
deputy  infpeflors,”  he  anfwered,  “ they  are  the  fame  as 
my  own,  but  in  a narrower  fphere,  they  a6l  as  my  de- 
puties.” An  anfwer  which  at  beft  is  extremely  loofe 
and  incorrect,  for  it  never  can  be  the  duty  of  the  de- 
puty infpedlors  “ to  communicate  with,  and  anfwer 
references  from,  head-quarters y the  war-ojfficey  and  other 
departments  connedled  with  military  concerns.”  “ To 
frame  the  code  of  regimental  hofpital  inftru6lions 
“ To  recommend  the  contingent  allowances  to  the  me- 
dical ftaff  of  the  infpedfor  general’s  department,  &c.” 
“ To  make  a half  yearly  return  of  the  medical  ftaff  of 
the  infpe6lor  general’s  department — thefe  and  feveral 
other  parts  of  his  duty,  being  to  be  performed  only 
(in  London,)  at  the  office  of  the  infpe6for  general,  and 
by  himfelf,  or  by  his  immediate  deputy  in  that  office. 
Suppofing,  however,  that  every  one  of  thefe  duties 
were  to  be  neccffarily  difcharged  by  every  infpedfor  or 
deputy  infpeftor,  I am  confident  after  full  confidera- 
tion,  that  there  is  no  one  of  them,  which  may  not  be 
full  as  well  difcharged  by  army  phyficians,  as  by  army 
furgeons,  and  there  are  fome  which  the  former  would 
probably  difcharge  much  better  even  than  the  infpedfor 
general  himfelf,  particularly  that  of  examining  “ the 
detailed  weekly  returns  of  all  regimental  hofpitals, 
from  whence  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the  pradiiccy  and 
appropriation  of  diet j tcc 'f  a judgment  which,  as  Mr. 
Knight  is  no  phyfician,  he  cannot  be  deemed  very 
competent  to  form. 

It  will  not,  1 prefume,  be  expelled  that  army  phy- 
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licians  can  be  much  inclined  to  believe  any  perfon  who 
tells  them  that  they  are  not  qualified  for  duties  which 
they  are  confcious  of  having  already  performed  with 
propriety  and  benefit  to  the  public  ; and  you  will  not 
therefore  wonder  that,  influenced  by  this  fort  of  incre- 
dulity and  by  a delire  to  come’ at  the  truth,  1 Ihould 
nearly  two  years  ago  have  endeavoured,  in  a converfa- 
tion  with  Mr.  Knight,  to  obtain  from  him  a clear  and 
explicit  ftatement  of  thofe  particular  parts  of  the  in- 
fpeftorial  duty  which  he  confidcred  as  too  intricate  and 
arduous  to  be  ever  learned  or  performed  by  army  phy- 
ficians.  Whether  the  talk  which  I thus  endeavoured 
to  impofe  on  Mr.  Knight  was  too  difficult,  or  my  own 
conceptions  too  obtufe  and  feeble,  I know  not,  but  I 
mull  declare  that  all  the  peculiar  qualifications  defira- 
ble  in  an  infpedlor,  and  fuppofed  to  be  unattainable  by 
army  phylicians,  as  far  as  Mr.  Knight^s  explanations 
were  intelligible  to  me,  extended  only  to  the  little  de- 
tails of  hofpitals,  with  which  regimental  furgeons 
were  by  him  fuppofed  to  be  more  familiarized,  the  de- 
tedlion  of  petty  impolitions  or  over  charges  by  which 
a few  (hillings  or  pounds  might  perhaps  be  annually 
faved ; the  keeping  of  the  different  inllruments  and 
utenlils  in  good  order  and  cleanlinefs,  and  an  expert- 
nefs  in  obviating  or  fruftrating  the  little  tricks  of  fol- 
diers,  and  particularly  of  malingerers.  Services  like 
thefe  may  be  ufeful ; but  as  they  only  require  very 
inferior  talents,  they  may  be  properly  allotted  to  in- 
ferior officers,  who  are  unfit  for  higher  duties.  Men 
cannot  excel  in  every  thing  j and  he  who  is  great  in 
fuch  little  things,  will,  I am  perfuaded,  generally  be 
little  in  thofe  which  are  great.  According  to  my  con- 
ceptions, the  qualifications  and  duties  moft  dcfirablc 
and  important,  in  and  from  the  chief  medical  officer  of 
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an  army,  arc  of  a much  higher  order.  To  aflift  in 
maintaining  that  army  in  the  moft  efficient  ftate,  by 
preventing  as  well  as  by  curing  ficknefs  among  the 
foldiers,  is  one  of  the  moft  important  of  thefe  duties, 
and  one  for  which  phyjicians  are  qualified  above  all 
6ther  men  by  the  haeans  which  education  has  afforded 
them,  of  taking  comprehenfive  views  of  the  difeafes 
moft  frequently  prevalent  in  different  climates  and 
iituations,  of  the  caufes  of  fuch  difeafes,  and  of  the  beft 
modes  of  obviating  them,  or  of  counterafling  and  mi- 
tigating their  operation  when  prefent. 

It  will  be  proper,  however,  that  I (hould  take  a 
more  particular  notice  of  your  opinion  of  the  expe- 
diency of  fuperfeding  the  phyficians  in  the  general  fu- 
perintendance  of  the  medical  concerns  of  the  army 
fervice,  to  which;  by  their  rank,  they  would  otherwife 
have  been-  entitled  ; becaufe,  being  taken  from  civil 
life,  they  could  not  but  have  ivanted  that  knowledge 
which  was  requifite  to  the  conduSl  of  military  hofpitals, 
arid  the  management  of  fick  foldlersj*  (p.  86  of  Rep.) 
This  opinion  you  feem  to  have  adopted  from  p.  398  of 
Dr.  Jackfon's  work  of  1805,  where  he  fays,  “ the  of- 
fice of  medical  infpeBion,  as  it  now  ftands  in  the  Britiffi 
army,  isof  late  creation.  It  appears  to  have  originated 
in  the  defeats  and  injujfciencies  of  college  phyficians  and 
London  furgeons,  who,  appointed  to  medical  truft'from 
|he  Walks  of  civil  life,  were  unexperienced  and  unac- 
quainted with  military  things,  and  as  fuch  were  rea- 
fonably  fuppofed  to  be  at  a lofs  how  to  adl  in  the  per- 
plexing feenes  of  war.  This  is  at  leaft  held  in  common 
Opinion  to  be  the  caufe  of  the  appointment  of  the  nu- 
merous clafs  of  inferior  infpedfors."’  I have  already 
ftated  that  no  fuch  “ defe61s  and  infufficiencies  ” as  are 
hcie  fuppofed  had  ever  been  difeovered  until  after  Mr, 
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Knight’s  appointment  in  Dec.  1801,  and  that,  frotri 
the  limited  fphere  of  his  military  fervices  and  expe- 
rience, he  could  not  be  fuppofed  qualified  to  appre- 
ciate the  merits  either  of  army  phyficians  or  of  general 
hofpitals.  But  as,  by  the  incongruous  diftribution  of 
the  patronage  of  the  army  medical  board,  the  nomina- 
tion of  infpe6lors  and  deputy  infpedlors  fell  exclufively 
to  him,  and  as  he  appears  immediately  upon  his  ap- 
pointment to  have  refolved  to  nominate  fiirgeons  only^ 
and  has  in  fa6l  never  nominated  perfons  of  any  other 
clafs  to  thofe  offices^  and  as  he  afterwards  found  means 
to  obtain  the  faneftion  of  his  fuperiors  to  this  total  devia- 
tion from  former  ufage^  I muft  regret  that  you  did  not 
endeavour  to  procure  from  him  a fpecific  ftatement  of 
the  fa(^s  and  expedients  by  which  the  deficiencies  of  the 
prefent  army  phyficians  had  been  ajeertainedy  before  you 
credited  and  propagated  charges  againft  them  obvioufly 
improbable  and  contrary  to  all  preceding  experience; 
and  alfo  that  you  did  not  allow  the  phyficians  any  opportu- 
nity of  vindicating  their  own  competency  by'other  fa<Sls. 
As  the  cafe  now  Hands,  1 have  again  to  combat  only 
general  aflertions  and  fuppofitions,  unfupported  either 
by  fadl  or  argument,  and  confequently  unworthy  of  any 
thing  but  general  contradidlions.  I readily  admit,  that 
perfons  going  from  civil  to  military  life  have  to  learn 
fome  things  which  are  peculiar  to  the  latter;  but  this  is 
alfo  the  cafe  of  cnfigns,  hofpital  mates,  and  ftafF-fur- 
geons  as  well  as  phyficians ; and  it  appears  extremely 
abfurd  to  fuppofe  that,  of  all  thefe,  phyficians  alonc^ 
who  have  previoufly  gained  fo  much  knowledge,  Ihould 
lofe  all  capacity  of  acquiring  ideas  at  the  moment  of 
their  entrance  into  the  army.  Familiarized  as  they 
commonly  have  been,  (and  to  a much  greater  extent 
than  hofpital- mates)  to  the  order,  government,  ceco- 
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nomy  and  pradllcc  of  civil  hofpitals,  tlie  few  circum- 
fiances  in  which  the  military  differ  from  thefe  would^ 
a prioriy  be  thought  of  eafy  acquifition  by  them,  and 
experience  has  demonjiratedy  that  phyficians  have  readily 
become  well  acquainted  with  every  one  of  thefe  peculi- 
arities after  having  been  but  a few  months  employed  in 
military  general  hofpitals*.  It  is  not,  however,  con- 


*The  regimental  furgeonswho  are  advocates  forMr.Kniglu’s 
fyftem  of  excluding  phyficians  from  infpedlorial  appointments 
appear  all  to  have  been  taught  to  afTert  as  a maxim  that  no 
man  can  be  qualified  to  infpedt  or  judge  of  the  performances  of 
particular  duties  in  others,  unlefs  fuch  duties  have  been 
already  performed  by  himfelf;  and  Mr.  Knight  being  inter- 
rogated on  this  fubjeft  ftates  (p.  113  of  your  Report)  that 
he  fele6ls  the  deputy  infpeElors  “ from  thofe  (perfons)  efped- 
allyy  who  have  done  the  duties  which  are  to  be  inJpeBed  ap- 
pearing to  think  this  a vidtorious  reafon  for  confining  the 
infpe^orial  office  to  furgeons ; though  it  certainly  will 
not  ferve  his  purpofe  if  thefe  infpetling  furgeons  are  to  be 
placed  Q\ tv  phyficians y as  Dr.  Jackfon  would  have  told  him, 
if  he  had  been  pleafedto  look  at  p.  89,  1805,  and  to  notice 
this  paffage,  viz.  “ It  is  held  to  be  a rule  in  common  life, 
that  the  overfeer  of  labourers  is  more  fkilful  than  the  La- 
bourer himfelf.  If  the  furgeon  be  nof  in  knowledge 

to  attain  the  rank  and  execute  tl\e  duty  of  army  phypeian^ 
it  is  an  enigma,  difficult  to  be  explained,  by  what  progrefs 
oi  xtfir\tmt\'\l  he  is  rendered  capable  direfling  and  inftrudl- 
ing  thofe,  who  are  his  mafers  in  t^keir  art.’*  According  to 
Mr.  Knight’s  doClrine  that  no  man  can  judge  whether 
duties  are  well  performed  by  others,  unlefs  he  has  perfonally 
performed  the  fame  duties  himfelf,  it  would  follow  that 
no  officer  could  judge  of  the  condudl  of  a common  foldier 
without  having  himfelf  ferved  in  the  ranks  j and  that 
no  gentleman  who  had  not  been  a menial  fervant  could  form 
any  opinion  of  the  talents  or  defertsof  thofe  who  might  be 
in  bis  fervice.  In  faying  this  I cannot  qiean  to  compare  hof- 
pital  mates  or  any  other  defeription  of  medical  men  to  fer- 


[ 85  ] 

tended  by  me  that  an  army  phyfician  ought  immedi- 
ately on  his  appointment  to  aflume  the  chief  dire6lioii 
of  the  medical  department  of  an  army.  Thofe  who 
have  done  it  muft  probably  at  firft,  have  been  at  fome 
lofs  in  thofe  duties  which  immediately  relate  to  the 
military  di'fcipline,  but  it  is  very  eafy  to  place  a newly 
appointed  army  phyfician  where  the  prefence  of  one 
who  is  older,  or  of  an  infpedlor,  may  leave  him  little  * 
other  duty  at  firfl  than  the  care  of  the  lick,  and  in 
taking  care  of  them,  he  will  naturally  very  foon  ac- 
quire all  the  knowledge  requifue  for  his  future  guid- 
ance. That  there  is  no  myllery  in  the  management  of 
military  hofpitals,  notwithdanding  the  parade  of  words 
with  which  fome  perfons  from  felfifli  motives  have 
chofen  to  expatiate  upon  military  habits,  difeipline. 
Sec,  has  been  repeatedly  and  even  very  recently  de- 
mondrated.  I have  before  mentioned  the  appoint- 
ment of  Dr.  Robertfon  Barclay  about  the  end  of  the 
year  1793  to  be  an  army  phyfician.  He  certainly  was 
one  of  thofe  gentlemen,  who  are  by  Dr.  Jackfon  de- 
nominated “ college  phyficiansy^  having  been  educated  at 
Oxford  and  admitted  to  be  a fellow  of  the  College  of 
Phyficians  in  London  : he  was,  moreover,  one  of  the 
phyficians  of  St. George’s  hofpital,  and  thence'he  paffed 
directly  to  Corfica  where,  as  the  fenior  phyfician  to  the 
army,  he  became  at  once  the  chief  medical  officer.  His 
ability  to  difeharge  the  duties  of  that  fituation  foon  fell 
under  the  obfervation  of  the  late  Sir  Charles  Stuart,  the 
general  there  commanding,who,for  mental  endowments, 
military  fcience,  and  ftrifl  attention  to  the  welfare,  dif- 
eipline, and  duties  of  thofe  under  his  command,  has 


v;inTs  or  common  fuldiers.  I only  wifli  to  fhovy  the  fallacy 
ot  Mr.  Knight’s  argument. 
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rarely  been  furpalTed:  and  this  diftinguiltied  officer 
was  fo  far  from  difcovering  any  fuch  “ defe61  or  in- 
fufficiency,’*  as  Dr.  Jackfon  attaches  to  “ a college 
phyfician,”  that  (hortly  afterwards,  he  warmly  and 
fuccefsfully  recommended  Dr.  Robertfon  Barclay  for 
the  appointment  of  infpedlor  of  hofpitals  ; and  was  fo 
little  diflatisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  this  infpec- 
tor  performed  his  duties,  that  in  the  year  1800  (wffien, 
as  I have  already  faid,  a new  hofpital-ftaff  was  nomi- 
nated by  him  for  the  army  intended  to  have  been  placed 
under  his  command  in  the  Mediterranean)  he  folicitcd 
and  obtained  the  appointment  of  another  “ college 
phyfician,”  to  be  infpedlor,  viz.  Dr.  Franck,  who  had 
been  educated  at  Cambridge,  and  is  a fellow  of  the 
College  of  Phyficians.  Of  the  complete  fufficiency  of 
this  gentleman,  the  laft  army  phyfician  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  infpcflor,  no  weak  evidence  is  derived  from 
the  high  efteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  Sir  Ralph 
Abercrombie,  under  whom  he  ferved  fubfequently: 
the  evidence  of  it,  however,  is  adduced  at  this  mo- 
ment by  his  being  juji  appointed  to  accompany  the  expe- 
dition about  to  fail  under  the  command  of  lieutenant 
^^eral  Sir  John  Moore,  an  officer  who  has  given 
* other  proofs  of  being  fuperior  to  military  prejudices, 
befides  this  of  fehBing  and  applying  for  a man  of  edu- 
cation and  fcience  to  be  at  the  head  of  medical- ftaff; 

and  certainly,  if  there  had  been  juji  caufe  to  fufpedl 
Dr.  Franck’s  competency,  the  infpedor  general  of 
army  hofpitals  not  havefailedy  from  a fcnfe  of  his 
duty,  to  interfere  and  prevent  his  prefent  appointment. 
The  fallacy  therefore,  of  your  fuppofitions  about  “ the 
expediency  of  fuperfeding  the  phyficians  in  the  fuper- 
intcndance  of  the  medical  concerns  of  the  army,  be- 
caufc  being  taken  from  civil  life  they  mufl  always  want 
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the  knowledge  reqiiifite  to  condu61:  military  hofpitah 
and  manage  Tick  foldiers,”  is  fully  admitted  even  by 
the  infpedtor-general,  in  fpite  of  his  extreme  predi- 
lection for  furgical  infpeftors  ; confequently  to  em* 
ploy  more  fadts  and  arguments  to  refute  it  would  be  a 
wafte  of  time.  So  little  indeed  is  there  of  the  expe- 
diency,” which  you  have  been  led  to  believe  in  thus 
fuperfeding  the  phyficians,  that  I do  not  helitate  in  af- 
ferting  that,  according  to  all  the  found  maxims  of 
policy  and  prudence,  it  is  highly  expedient  that  ths 
fuperlntendance  of  the  medical  department  of  an  army 
fhould  never  be  committed  to  anyone  who  has  not  been 
an  army  phylician,  fo  long  as  one  with  the  ufual  qualifi- 
cations is  to  be  obtained, becaufe  in  addition  to  the  mere 
routine  of  infpe61ing  a regimental  hofpital  and  ofmaking 
out  a lick  return,  there  are  duties  belongiijg  to  that 
fuperlntendance  which  require  a very  confiderablc  por^ 
tion  of  medical  knowledge  for  their  being  properly 
performed.  Where  furgeons  are  appointed  to  be  the 
chief  medical  officers,  generals  who  may  be  anxious  for 
thehealthinefs  of  the  troops  under  their  command,  will 
often  confult  them  on  the  caufes  of  the  moft  prevalent 
diforders,  and  employ  them  to  put  a flop  to  any  fick- 
nefs  that  may  happen  to  break  out  among  the  foldiers. 
Regimental  furgeons  will  alfo  very  often  reqiieft  their 
advice  in  difficult  cafes  of  difeafe.  And  although  the 
infpeftors  may  fometimes  on  fuch  occafions  be  con- 
feious  of  their  own  deficiency,  it  cannot  be  expeiled 
that  they  ffiould  frankly  confefs  it,  and  thereby  dimi- 
niffi  their  own  importance  and  obftrufl  their  future 
promotion  ; they  will  much  more  naturally  hazard  opi- 
nions and  adlions,  and,  with  thefe,  the  lives  which 
tliey  are  defigned  to  preferve.  If,  as  is  evident,  this 
muft  happen,  even  when  the  infpedlors  are  moft 
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dcfirous  to  avoid  encroaching  upon  the  peculiar  pro* 
vince’  of  phyficians,  how  much  greater  mifchief  is 
to  be  apprehended  when  they  feize  with  eagcrnefs  all 
opportunities  of  perfonating  the  phyfician — an  affump- 
tion  of  charadfer  which  is  now  far  from  being  rare. 
Would  that  this  putting  on  of  the  lion’s  fkin  were  as 
harmlefs  as  that  of  the  fable ! but  coupled  with  fupe- 
rior  military  power,  the  mafquerade  becomes  formida- 
ble, often  perhaps  fatal.  Of  the  furgical  infpeflors, 
fome  prefuming  on  their  authority  have  dlElated  even  to 
army  phyficians  y the  medicines  they  Jhould  prefcribe  for 
their  patients  : others,  (ignorant  of  the  firft  principles  of 
phyfic)  have  ilTucd  public  orders  that  the  patients  in  the 
general  hofpitals  of  a particular  denomination,  for  in- 
Ifance,  labouring  under  a certain  acute  diforder,  (hould 
all  undergo  one  and  the  fame  mode  of  treatment  di- 
redledby  themfelves,  without  regard  to  age,  differences 
of  fymptoms,  ftages  of  the  difeafe,  &c.  and  when  oblig- 
ed to  confefs  the  failure  of  the  firll  mode,  have  pro- 
ceeded to  order  another  indifcriminate  fpecies  of 
treatment,  and  then  a third  ; and  others  again  have 
polled  through  their  diHridls  urgently  recommending 
various  powerful  remedies,  fuch  as  “ a free  ufe  of  the 
lancet  ^’’emulating, perhaps,  the  example  of  their  patron 
and  Magnus  Apollo,  who  is  dated*  by  good  authority, 
to  have  “ propofed”  (for  the  benefit  of  a certain,  and 
unfortunately  of  late  a numerous,  defcription  of  fick 
in  the  regimental  hofpitals)  “ the  ufe  of  the  lancet  with 
a freedom,  far  beyond  what  had  formerly  been  thought 


* See  “An  account  of  the  Ophthalmia  which  has  appeared 
in  England  fincc  the  return  of  the  Britifli  army  from  Egypt, 
by  John  Vetch,  M.D.  alTiftantfurgeon  to  the  54th  regiment,” 
Pages  97  and  100. 
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of,”  a freedom  {[Ince  adopted  on  fiich  recommendation')  that 
leads  to  the  taking  away  of  150  ounces  of  blood  or  more 
in  the  couife  of  a very  few  days^  in  cafes  where  the  in- 
ventor and  “ propofer”  of  this  pra£fice  (which  truly 
deferves  its  charader  of  “ not  having  been  formerly 
thought  of'*  even  by  M.  Le  Sage)  will  probably  find  it 
very  difficult  to  perfuade  phyficians  that,  if  bleeding 
were  requifite,  the  lofs  of  20  or  at  the  moft  30  ounces 
might  not  have  fufEced,  with  proper  means. 

Surely  if  the  communication  of  medical  inffru£lIon 
and  the  taking  of  decifive  meafures  in  embarrafling  cir- 
cumftances  w'hich  are  purely  medical,  be  among  the 
fun61ions  of  an  infpedlor,  and  that  they  are  can  admit 
of  no  doubt,  men  capable  of  both  fliould  be  feledled  for 
that  appointment,  rather  than  thofe  who  are  only  con- 
verfantwith  the  little  details  ofhofpitals,  and  the  pah- 
try  tricks  of  the  more  worthlefs  foldiers.  By  the  latter 
mode  of  felcclion  it  has  happened  (as  the  infpedfor 
general  can  If  he  pleafes  teftify  in  one  inflance  at  leajlj 
that  very  deficientperfons, who  could  fcarcely  write  even 
a (ingle  line  of  Englifli  corredlly,  have  had  the  health 
of confiderable armies  committed  to  them!  and  I cer-- 
tainly  have  reafon  to  think  that  at  prefent  there  is  no 
fecurity  againff  the  repetition  of  fimijar  nominations^ 
While  fuch  men  as  Sir  John  Pringle,  Sir  Clifton 
Wintringham,  Dr.  Donald  Monro,  Dr.  John  Hunter, 
Dr.  Robertfon  Barclay,  and  Dr.  Franck  were  feryino: 
abroad,  the  medical  (lafF. placed  with  or  under  thena 
have  felt  a confidence  that,  when  thefe  their  fuperiors 
(hould  happen  to  be  confronted  with  the  moft  enlight- 
ened of  foreign  phyficians,  no  difparagement  of  their 
own  eftimation  abroad  would  thence  enfue,  and  thaf 
the  characlcr  of  the  profefiTion  at  home  w'ould  not  be 
tarniOicd.  But  in  fome  other  (lafFs  the  fcelinp^s  of  thi- 
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medical  of^cefs  have  had  little  of  exultation,  when 
they  have  known  that  the  men  placed  over  them,  among 
numerous  deficiencies,  could  not  fpeak  their  native 
language  but  in  a dialeft  full  of  grammatical  errors, 
nor  underiland  a page  of  any  other.  That  men  of  this 
ftamp  can  ever  be  qualified  for  the  arduous  office  of  fu- 
perintending  the  phyfical  welfare  of  an  army  will  never 
(though  it  is  pretended)  be  believed  by  any  reflecfing 
mind.  This  office  requires  jufi:  and  comprehenfive  views- 
of  the  caufi?s  of  health  and  difeafe,which  can  never  be 
imparted  but  by  an  enlarged  education  and  much  pa- 
tient inveftigation  in  fcience  and  in  the  praftice  of 
medicine  ; and  to  thefe  military  furgepns  can  rarely  pre- 
tend. I do  not  mean  to  infinuate  that  there  is  any  per- 
fon  who  can  with  certainty  preferve  troops  in  conjlant 
health,  for  no  abfurdity  could  be  greater  than  this  ; 
military  pofitions  and  events  are  not  always  optional, 
nor  can  the  operations  of  weather,  diet,  foil,  &c.  on 
the  human  frame,  be  prevented  at  all  times  ; neither 
can  human  paffions  be  fo  entirely  fubdued  as  to  obviate 
the  excefifes  of  inconfiderate  foldiers.  All  that  1 in- 
tend to  affirm  is  that  ficknefs  never  arijes  without  fuf- 
ficient  caufes,  and  that  on  fervice  many  occafions  muft 
happen  when  the  chief  medical  officer  will  have  it  in 
his  power  to  avoid,  and  where  unavoidable,  to  mode- 
rate the  effects  of  thefe  caufes,  if  he  be  fkilled  in  the 
higher  branches  of  medicine,  when  another  chief,  defi- 
cient in  that  ikill,  will  be  incapable  of  affording  any 
ufcful  aid,  or  may  even  do  great  mifehief.  Should  a 
diftemper,  for  inftance,  break  out  among  troops  ftation- 
ed  in  a particular  place,  the  phyfician  of  fcience 
would  foon  difeern  whether  it  proceeded  from  conta- 
gion or  from  an  unhealthy  feite,  and  would  then  be 
able  to  extinguifh  it,  by  flopping  the  communication  of 
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the  infeciion  in  the  former  cafe,  or  by  obtaining  cithei* 
a change  of  quarters  or  a corre6tion  of  the  local  morbi- 
fic caufes  in  the  latter  ; whereas  to  the  man  of  inferior 
knowledge  the  origin  of  the  ficknefs  would  moll  pro- 
bably be  an  impenetrable  myftery,  and  he  might  re- 
main an  idle  fpedlator  of  the  havock,  abandoning  the 
fafety  of  the  troops  to  the  chapter  of  accidents,  and  fuf- 
fering  the  diforder  to  fpread  uncontrouled,  or  elfe  he 
might  attribute  it  to  a wrong  caufe,  and  perhaps,  M'ith 
the  perverfe  obftinacy  which  is  apt  to  accompany  ig^ 
norancc,  might  put  in  pra6lice  thofe  very  meafures 
%vhichare  moft  fuitedto  favour  its  ravages.  Let  it  not 
be  fuppofed  that  thefe  are  merely  idle  aflertions ; fince 
one  of  the  fineft  armies  which  England  ever  fent  forth 
was  at  a very  critical  period  expofed  to  extreme  hazard 
from  a moft  fatal  difcafe  through  the  imprudent  orders 
oftheGoliath  of  the  furgical  infpe61ors,who  was  ignorant 
of  the  nature  of  the  diftemper  ; and  the  troops  were 
favedjin  all  human  probability, from  deftruflion,  by  the 
firmnefs  of  an  army  phyfician,  who  faw  the  danger, 
and  perfevered  In  pointing  it  out  until'meafurcs  of  fafety 
were  taken.  ButI  may  hope  that  examples  are  not  ne- 
ceflary  to  convince  you  of  the  number  of  lives  which  a 
man  of  fuperior  medical  information  may  by  his  vigi- 
lance and  exertions  preferve  to  the  ftate  in  the  courfeof 
a campaign,  nor  of  the  infignificance  even  of  a very 
liberal  reward,  when  compared  with  the  political  ad- 
vantages he  might  procure,  or  difafters  he  might  pre- 
vent, by  maintaining  the  great  body  of  the  army  in  a 
fit  ftate  of  health  for  adtive  fervice, 

I now  proceed  to  another  confideration  adduced  in 
page  17  of  your  Report,  to  explain  and  juftify  the  prac* 
tice  of  excluding  phylicians  from  all  promotion,  viz, 
**  the  propriety  of  holding  out  to  the  army  furgeon?; 
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th6  hope  of  obtaining  that  fuperior  rank  and  pay  t6 
which  their  labours,  hazards,  and  experience  entitled 
them.’*  Here  one  cannot  help  wondering  that  your 
fenfes  fhould  have  been  all  fo  adfive  and  acute  in  dif- 
covering  the  labours,  hazards  and  experience  “ of 
army Jurgeons^  and  the  propriety  ofholding  out  fuperior 
rank  and  pay”  as  incitements  and  rewards  to  thefe 
gentlemen;  and  that  you  fiiould  be  totally  infenjihle 
fo  the  at  leafl  equal  labours,  hazards  and  experience 
of  army  phyftcianSyTiUih  to  the  at  Icalf  equal  propriety  of 
allotting  fimllar  incitements  and  rewards  to  them  alfo. 
What  are  we  to  think  of  the  judice  and  policy  of  a 
fyftem  which  entitles  hofpital  mates, who  have  incurred 
but'  little  expence  in  their  educations,  and  whofe  ac- 
quirements are  but  very  moderate,  to  expe6t  that  in 
a few^  years  they  may  attain  rank  and  pay  nearly  ten 
times  greater  than  thofe  afllgned  them  at  firfl,  and 
which  at  the  fame  time  denies  to  phyficians,  with 
their  more  extenfive  and  expenjive  qualifications,  the 
JmalJeJl  chance  of  any  Improvement  In  their  Jituations  ; 
and  w’hich  renders  them  faitonary  forVife^  w'hile  their 
inferiors  are  in  fucceflion  daily  promoted  and  placed 
in  authority  over  them  ? A fyftem  w'hich  Tingles 
out  men  ttc  moft  liberally  educated,  and  probably 
with  as  nice  feelings  as  any  in  the  army,  for  a fpecies 
of  humiliation  and  indignity  which  is  deemed  the 
leaft  tolerable  among  military  men  ; 1 mean  that  of 
being  rendered  fubordinatc  to  thofe  w'hom  they  have 
been  ufed  to  command.  I have  certainly  no  wifh 
that  army  furgeons  fliould  not  be  amply  rewarded : 
on  the  contrary,  if  my  defires  or  opinion  could  avail 
anything,  both  would  be  exerted  in  their  favour; 
but  I would  reward  them  by  an  increafe  of  pay,  Sic. 
according  to  their  defei  ts  and  le?i^th  of  fervice  ; and 
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not  at  the  expence  of  the  phyficians,  who  are 
equally  entitled  to  be  rewarded  alfo.  If  furgeons 
are  to  be  encouraged  and  remunerated  by  promot- 
ing them  to  offices,  for  which,  in  feveral  intlances 
at  leaft,  they  have  been  notorioufly  unfit,^'  why 
fliould  they  not  alfo  be  made  field  officers,  and  the 
captains  of  companies  excluded  from  all  farther  pro- 
motion ? — the  injury  in  this  cafe  would  be  no  great- 
er than  that  which  is  done  to  the  phyficians  under  the 
prefent  fyftem.  Indeed  the  injuftice  and  mifehief 
which  attend  this  fpecies  of  promotion  have  been  felt 
and  avowed  even  by  Dr.  Jackfon.  For  though  he 
appears  as  you  properlyf  obferve  to  have  fuggefted  to 
Mr.  Knight  the  greater  part  of  thofe  opinions  refpeft- 
ing  general  and  regimental  hofpitals  upon  which  the 
latter  has  been  afling  for  fome  time  pafi,  the  exclufion 
of  phyficians  from  the  offices  of  infpec^lor  and  deputy 
infpedlor,  is  an  extreme  meafure  which  Dr.  Jackfon 
himfelf,  with  all  his  partialities,  cannot  help  blaming. 
He  wrote  indeed  under  the  bias  of  two  errors  ; one  of 
them  was  a belief  that  the  appointment  of  army  phyfi- 
cians from  civil  life  at  the  commencement  of  the 
laft  war  was  a novel  pra6lice,  and  a grievance  to<  the 


* The  phyfician  general  being  afked  refpedling  the  confe- 
quences  of  a dlvifion  of  the  patronage  of  the  Army  medical 
Board  byvvhich  the  nominationof  infpe^forial  officers  had  fal- 
len to  Mr.  Knight, anfwered  on  oath  that  it  had  been  attended 
tvith  difadvantages;  for  (adds  he)  “ tlie  confeqiience  has  been 
thatperfons  of  inferior  medical  education  have  been  appointed 
to  fituations  fuperfeding  the  authority  ot  the  phyficians  ; I 
allude  to  the  authority  of  the  deputy  infpedors,  ” Kept, 
p.  99. 

•f  See  p.  ?3.  of  Report. 
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army  furgeons  ;•  and  the  other  that  the  medical  board 
had  procured  fome  law*  or  r gulation  by  which  army 
furgeons  were  excluded  from  ever  becoming  arrhy 
phyficians;  an  error  which  is  fufficiently  refuted  by  Hi& 
Majefty’s  order  of  the  12th  of  March  1798;  (inferted 
at  p.  96  and  97  of  your  Report,)  and  by  the  fubfequent 
appointments  of Drs.  Mitchell  and  Lempriere,  two  ar- 
my furgeons,  (^and  the  only  ones  who  have  been  willing  to 
undergo  the  proper  examination J to  be  army  phyficians. 
Yet  notwithftanding  thefe  erroneous  imprefllons,  he 
obferves  p.  95. — 1805,  that  “ the  army  furgeon  is  now 
fuddenly elevated  to  the  rank  of  infpe£lor,  to  the  appa- 
rent injury  of  the  phyfician,  however  experienced,  and 
however  able  he  may  have  proved  hmjclf  to  he  to  fill 
the  higheft  ftationon  the  medical  ftafF,*'  and  at  page  97, 
he  adds  “ if  there  was  injury  affedling  the  credit  and  in- 
terefts  of  the  army  furgeons, even  error  operating  againfi 
the  interefts  of  the  army  itfelf,  in  the  early  periods  of 
the  late  w’ar;  there  is  now  an  additional  error,  affeStiug 
the  interejls  of  the  fervice  and  direB  injury  a£iing  againjl 
thephyftcian  as  excluded  from  all  expedation  of  promo- 
tion to  higher  rank,  however  merited  by  exertion,  or 
however  ufeful  the  extenfion  of  fuch  perfon's  fervice^ 
might  be  to  the  public/* 

It  was  not  with  the  view  and  expe6lation  of  fuch 
treatment  that  army  phyficians  have  been  induced  to 
enter  the  fervice  ; my  own  expedfations  at  leaft,  and 
thofe  of  the  other  phyficians  who  ferved  with  me  on 
the  ftafF of  Sir  R.  Abercombie  in  1795,  were  very  dif- 
ferent; we  were  indeed  well*  apprized  of  our  danger 
in  that  expedition  ; the  rarity  with  which  men  newly 


^ See  p.  20.  of  his  publication  of  1803. 
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landed  from  Europe  then  cfcaped  the  yellow  fever,  the 
unufual  mortality  which  accompanied  its  attacks,  and 
the  general  belief  of  its  contagious  nature,  were  to 
phyficians  who  expedled  to  meet  it  at  every  ftep,  more 
than  fufficient  caufes  of  alarm  : but  we  prepared  our- 
felves  to  fuffer  whatever  might  befall  us  in  the  execution 
of  our  duty,  perfuaded  that  thofe  of  us  who  might  fur- 
vive,  would  at  the  proper  time  obtain  “ that  fuperior 
rank  and  pay”  which  others  had  attained,  and  to  which 
you  now  deem  the  furgeons  alone  to  be  by  their  la- 
bours, hazards,  and  experience  entitled.”  This,  how- 
ever, was  but  an  abortive  expectation  ; for  neither  an 
increafe  of  rank,  nor  of  pay,  ever  reached  any  one  of 
the  eleven  phyficians  whofe  misfortune  it  was  to  belong 
to  that  ftafF.  Six  of  them  died  within  a few  months 
— four  were  allowed  to  return  to  Europe  about 
the  end  of  the  year  1797  ; and  the  other,  who  had 
teen  born  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  continued  there 
on  duty  for  fome  time  longer,  has  very  lately  chofen  - 
to  refign  his  commiflion  and  relinquifli  even  the  poor 
remuneration  of  half-pay,  after  twelve  years  fervice, 
rather  than  return  again  to  the  Weft  Indies  andfubmit 
to  the  degradation  of  becoming  fubordinate  to  newly 
made  infpeCfors  or  deputy  infpe6fors,who  were  formerly 
fubordinate  to  him.  Of  the  four  who  returned  to 
Europe  about  the  end  of  1797,  one  being  far  advanced 
in  life,  was  permitted  to  retire  from  the  fervice  ; the 
other  three  (hf  whom  I was  one)  were  in  1800  placed 
iipon  the  Mediterranean  ftaff,  and  of  thefe  I became 
in  a few  months  the  only  furvivor,  not  however  by 
avoiding  any  Jpecits  of  danger  ; for  when  Dr.  Buchan, 
whofe  zeal  and  fortitude  in  the  difeharge  of  his  duty 
cannot  be  too  much  applauded,  caught  the  plague  in 
thf  hofpitals  appropriated  to  that  difeafe  (of  which  he 
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fiad  for  fomc  time  beea  in  charge)  at  Aboukir,  1 did 
not  hefitate  to  become  his  fucceflbr  and  to  continue 
in  that  fervice  until  the  plague  had  ceafed  in  the  ar- 
my ; though  until  then  no  medical  officer  doing  duty  in 
thofe  hofpitals  had  efcaped  the  contagion,  and  of  the 
twelve  who  caught  it,  feven  had  died.  I ought 
perhaps  to  apologize  for  thus  mentioning  myfelf 
and  thefe  my  unfortunate  colleagues ; I have  done  it,  not 
from  a wifli  to  have  it  thought  that  our  fervices  or  fuffer- 
rngs  were  greater  than  thofe  of  other  army  phy- 
ficians  generally,  but  becaufe  I am  better  ac- 
fjuainted  with  the  events  in  which  we  were  per- 
fonally  concerned.  I may,  however,  1 hope,  be  al- 
lowed to  obferve  that,  if  there  has  been  any  pro- 
fulion,  as  you  feera  to  think,  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
•army  medical  department,  it  has  not  been  occalioncd 
by  rew'ards  allotted  to  the'“  labours,  dangers  and  ex- 
perience,’* of  army  phyficlam^  or  at  leaft  to  thofe  wha 
were  employed  with  me  in  the  Weft  Indies  ; fince  while 
they  lived  or  remained  in  the  fervice  no  one  of  the  ele- 
ven' ever  received  either  rank  or  pay  beyond  that  origin- 
ally affignedto  us,  and  I am  now  the  only  one  of  them 
wlio  retains  even  thefe.  Such  have  been  Mr.  Knight’s 
ideas  of  the  deferts  of  the  army  phyficians. — Of  his 
©wn,  however,  he  appears  to  have  taken  more  enlarg- 
ed and  I fuppofe  more  juft  view's ; for  I am  informed 
that  while  receiving  four  pounds  fifteen  (hillings  per 
diem,  with  forage  for  four  horfes  (eftimated  at  i6oI. 
per  ann.)  and  an  allowance  for  his  table,  he  thought 
proper  to  claim  and  to  receive  an  addition  of  five  (hil- 
lings per  diem  allow’ed  to  ftaff  furgeons  after  a certain 
length  of  fervice,  {which  I had  erroneoufty  fuppofed  to 
have  been  intended  for  thofe  only  who  receive  no  more 
than  the  pay  of  furgeon),  which  addition  feems  to  have 
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been  completely  forgotten  * by  Mr.  Knight  in  the  flate- 
ment  which  he  has  delivered  to  you  of  his  fevcral  kinds 
of  pay  and  emoluments,  as  well  as  in  bis  fubfequeiit  ex- 
aminations. (p.  Ill,  ii6,  and  iiy.  of  Report.)  Mr. 
Knight’s  enlarged  views  of  Dr.  Borland’s  deferts,  you 
have  yourfelves  noticed  in  pages  9.  and  10  ot  do. 

I know  that  military  officers  arc  in  generaldifpofed  to 
think  with  the  furgeons,  that  the  introduction  of  regu- 
larly educated  phyficians  into  the  army  is  an  injury  to 
the  former  ; and  it  is  not  furprifing  that  they  fhould 
adopt  this  opinion.  Officers  of  regiments  mefs  and 
affiociate  daily  with  their  furgeonSy  and  but  feldom  with 
army  phyficia?2Sy  who  belong  to  no  regiment;  and  not 
being  judges  of  medical  qualifications,  they  commonly 
neither  perceive,  nor  believe,  that  any  difference  exifts 
between  the  attainments  of  the  regimental  furgeon  and 
thofe  of  the  army  phyfician.— Often  indeed  they  fuppofe 
the  furgeon  of  their  own  regiment  to  be  themoft  able 
phyfician  in  the  army  ; and  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that 
he  fhould  endeavour  to  undeceive  them. — With  fuch 
opinions,  andbelievingthat the ftudiesand  qualifications 
of<3//medical  men  arc  alikey\l  is  mofi  natural  that  officers 
who  have  ihemfelves  entered  the  army  asenfigns,fhould 
hink  that  all  medical  men  ought  to  begin  as  hofpital 
mates,  or  affifiant  furgeons.  To  remove  this  error,  it 
is  to  be  wilhed  that  officers  in  the  army  would  recol- 
ledf  that  phyfic  is  a learned  profeffion,  requiring  a great 
extent  and  variety  of  knowledge,  which  can  be  no  where 
fo  properly  attained  as  at  univerfities,and  wdth  auxiliary 
advantages,  fuch  as  have  been  deferibed  in  P.  23  and  24; 


• If  Mr.  Knight  fhould  not  have  recollefled  this  trifle  at 
any  fubfequent  receipt  of  his  pay,  he  iray  perhaps  thank  me 
foi  reminding  him  of  it. 
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that  to  profit  duly  by  thefe  a great  expenditure  of  time 
and  of  money  will  be  neceffary ; and  that  men  who 
have  incurred  that  expence  will  rarely,  if  ever,  con- 
defcend  to  become  hofpital  mates  ; — becaufe  having 
chofen  the  profeflion  of  phyfic  with  different  views, 
nothing  but  difappointment  and  diftrefs  can  be  ex- 
pedled  to  reconcile  them  to  a ftation  fo  unequal  to 
the  habits,  profpedfs  and  connedlions  with  which  they 
will  have  been  familiarized  at  univerfities  and  in  other 
parts  of  civil  life.  To  expe£f,  therefore,  that  men  who 
never  intended  to  become  furgeons,  and  who  have  for 
that  reafongone  through  a more  tedious  and  expenfive 
courfe  of  education,  will,  after  all  this,  accept  the  ap- 
pointment of  hofpital  mate  or  affifiant  regimental  fur- 
geon,  is  certainly  to  expefl  the  greateft  of  improbabili- 
ties ; and  if  it  fhould  be  once  eftablifhed  that  all  medi- 
cal men  who  are  to  be  employed  in  the  army  muft  enter 
it  in  that  way,  no  men  intending  to  do  fo  will  expend 
time  or  money  in  going  to  univerfities,  &c.  nor  will  any 
then  offer  who  are  better  qualified  than  hofpital  mates 
now  are.  And  as  thefe  are  notorioufly=^  deficient  in 
fcience,  and  the  principles  by  which  a phyfician 
ought  to  regulate  his  pradiice,  and  as  the  army  does 
not  afford  either  the  means  or  the  opportunities  of 
gaining  that  fcience  or  .thofe  principles,  it  follows  that 
if  fuch  a regulation  be  adopted,  no  well  educated  phy- 
ficians  will  hereafter  be  found  in  the  army,  and  that 
officers  and  foldiers,  w'hen  fick,  will  become  fubje(5l  to 
an  empirical  routine  of  treatment,  diredled  by  medical 


• According  to  Dr.  Jackfon  fp.  8o.  1805.)  “ a fiiperficial 
verbal  knowledge  of  the  bare  ligns  of  things  is  fufficient  to 
introduce  a young  man  into  the  lill  of  hofpital  mates.*’ 
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officers,  under  I know  not  what  name,  who  embracing 
objects  too  extenlive  for  their  limited  faculties,  will 
practice  both  phyfic  and  furgery  without  being  duly 
qualified  for  either. 

That  part  of  your  Report  which  recommends  the  fup- 
preffion  of  the  prefent  army  medical  board,  and  the 
fubftitution  of  another,  can  fcarcely  be  a proper  fub- 
je6l  for  my  animadverfion.  Thofe  who  have  the 
power,  will  beft  judge  of  the  expediency  of  making 
that,  or  any  other  change.— 1 cannot  however  but  ob- 
ferve  that  your  profcription  of  the  phyficians  has  been 
extended  even  to  the  propofed  board,  and  that  inftead 
of  having  one  of  thefe  for  the  prefiding  member,  as 
hitherto  has  been  thought  proper,  you  recommend  that 
a “ chairman  well  acquainted  with  the  details  of  mi- 
litary fervice  both  at  home  and  abroad,’*  Ihould  be  ap- 
pointed to  it,  and  that  he  “ fhould  have  fuperior  autho- 
rity,” I certainly  do  not  fufpe6f  that  in  predidling  the 
qualifications  of  this  chairman  or  of  the  two  junior 
members,  you  intended  to  adapt  them  to  any  particular 
perfons  ; but  after  the  opinion  which  I have  already 
delivered  of  the  importance,  and  the  neceffity  of  pre- 
ferring men  of  extenfive  medical  fcience  for  the  chief 
medical  officers  of  armies,  it  will  not  be  expe<Sled  that 
I can  think  a lefs  portion  of  that  fcience  fufficlent  for 
the  prefiding  member  of  a board  deflined  to  fuperln- 
tend  generally  the  medical  concerns  of  the  whole  mili- 
tary eftabliffiment  of  Great  Britain,  nor  does  your  pro- 
pofal  of  a military  officer  for  the  chairman  of  fuch  a 
board,  gain  any  credit  with  me  from  the  errors  into 
which  you  have  yourfelves  fallen  with  fuch  a chair- 
man. 

Having,  as  I believe,  incontrovertibly  vindicated  the 
army  phyficians  from  every  imputation  of  unfitnefs  or 
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incompetency  for  the  difchargc  of  their  duties,  in  the 
diredtion  ofmilitary  hofpitals,  and  in  the  care  of  the  Tick 
foldiers;  and  having  alfo,  as  1 hope,  fatisfa6loriIy  proved 
that  they  are  pre-eminently  qualified  for  the  highefl 
medical  offices  in  the  army,  and  that  by  former  ufage 
they  were  entitled  toexpe6l  and  did  expedl  future  pro- 
motion to  thefe  offices  according  to  their  refpeftive 
merits,  there  can,  I prefume,  remain  no  doubt  of  the 
wrong  which  they  have  fuftained  by  the  prepofte- 
rous  elevation  of  fo  many  perfons  who  had  been  fubor- 
dinate  to  them,  and  who  were  greatly  their  inferiors 
in  liberal  and  fcientific  attainments : and  I will 
therefore  only  notice  the  concluding  part  of  your  Re- 
port on  this  fubje6f  ; I mean  that  at  page  86  which  is  as 
follows,  viz.  “ without  intending,  therefore,  to  impute 
any  want  of  knowledge,  affiduity,  or  even  of  experi- 
ence, to  the  gentlemen  who  now  hold  the  rank  of  phy- 
licians  in  the  army  (for  we  have  every  reafon  to  be- 
lieve them  to  be  eminently  dejerving  of  commendation  in 
all  thefe  refpeSls)  we  cannot  but  think  that  this  part  of 
the  army  medical  fyftem  fhouldhe  differently  arranged. 
Under  this  impreffion,  we  fuggeft  the  propriety  of  making 
no  new  appointment^  to  the  ranks  of  infpeftor,  phyfician^ 
or  principal  medical  officer;  but  that  the  rank  of  de- 
puty infpefior  Ihould  be  the  only  intervening  rank  be- 
tween the  three  infpcSlors  of  hofpitals,  whom  we  have 
recommended  as  part  of  the  office  eftabliflinient,  and 
the  furgeons  to  the  forces  ; and  that  the  rank  of  deputy 
infpedfor  (hould  be  a promotion  from  the  rank  of  ftaff 
furgeon.** 

The  flrange  difcordance  between  the  firft  and  latter 
parts  of  this  quotation,  will  I think,  obvioufly  prefent 
itfelf  to  every  reader.  That  you  fliould  declare  your 
belief  that  thofe  who  now  hold  the  rank  of  army  phy- 
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ficians,  are  “ emtnenlly  defervirjg  of  commendation^ 
in  regard  to  their  knowledge  and  ajftduiiyy  and  even  ex-- 
per'iencej'  and  that  from  fuch  premifes,  you  ihould  in- 
fer and  recommend  the  future  exclujton  of  all  phyficians 
from  the  armyy  muil  appear  moft  extraordinary,  con- 
fidering  that  for  one  officer  or  foldier  who  is  likely  to 
want  the  aid  of  a may  be  expedfed  to 

want  that  of  the  phyfician  ; and  confequently  that  of 
all  medical  men,  the  latter  muft  be  by  much  the  mofl 
ufeful  and  neceffiary  for  armies  ; and  if  they  ever 
(hould  be  excluded  from  the  Britiffi  army,  I cannot 
help  thinking  that  by  this  exclufion,  we  ffiall  exhibit 
a Jolitarji  and  to  the  reft  of  Europe,  an  aflonijhing  ex- 
ample of  a nation,  deliberately  proferibing  reafon  and 
fcience  in  therapeutics^  and  preferring  an  uninformed, 
unprincipled  empiricifm  in  the  treatment  of  thofe 
W'ho  may  want  medical  afli dance.  That  fuch  an  ex- 
ample will  ever  be  ordained,  either  by  the  legiflature 
or  the  executive  government  of  our  country,  I do  not 
believe,  and  I can  only  account  for  your  having  re- 
commended it,  by  fuppofing  that  in  commiferdtion  of 
the  humiliating  and  mortifying  fituation  to  w’hich 
army  phyficians  have  been  lately  reduced,  and  of  the 
impoffibility,  which  they  are  under,  of  difeharging 
their  duties  with  fatisfa61ion  to  themfelves,  or  advan- 
tage to  the  public,  while  every  hofpital  mate  is  led 
toconfider  them  asperfons  devoted  to  degradation,  over 
whom  he  may  expeift  in  a few  years  to  rife  and  exult ^ 
you  may  have  mercifully  wdflied  to  relieve  their  fuf- 
ferings,  by  terminating  their  military  exiftence.  If 
thefe  were  your  motives,  I muft,  for  myfelf  at  lead, 
gratefully  acknowledge  your  kindnefs,  fince  in  my  opi- 
nion,the  meafureyou  have  propofed  would  be  infinitely 
better  for  the  phyficians,  than  a continuance  in  their 
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prefent  fituatlon.  I cannot  help  thinking,  however, 
that  with  a very  moderate  exertion  of  your  inventive 
powers,  much  better  means  might  have  been  difcovered 
both  for  relieving  the  phyficians,  and  benefiting  the 
public  fervice,  by  reftoring  to  them  their  former  rights 
and  pre-eminence,  and  devifing  other  fuitable  expe- 
dients to  encourage  and  reward  army  furgeons. 

Nothing  but  the  difperfion  of  my  colleagues  by 
the  duties  afligned  to  them  in  different  places,  and 
the  impoflibillty  of  their  fele6ling  another  advocate, 
before  their  profcription,  in  confequence  of  your  Re- 
port, will  probably  be  either  decreed  or  rejected, 
could  have  determined  me  to  make  this  appeal  in  their 
behalf.  Unoffending  and  unrefifting,  they  have  paf- 
fively  fubmitted  for  feveral  years  to  the  pleafure  of 
their  fuperiors,  and  to  the  grievances  which  have  been 
already  mentioned,  and  have  moreover  patiently  feen 
the  pay  of  every  other  medical  and  military  officer  in- 
creafed, while  their  own,  though  greatly  inadequate  to 
their  decent  fupport,  remains  as  it  was  fixed  probably  a 
century  ago,  when  money  was  of  three  times  its  pre- 
fent  value.  It  is  therefore  only  at  the  laft  extremity, 
when  they  are  in  danger  of  being  condemned  unheard 
that  I venture  to  appear  in  their  defence,  with  an  ine- 
quality of  talents,  for  which  the  goodnefs  of  our  caufc 
can  alone  compenfate,  and  with  a very  deficient  allow- 
ance of  time ; as  one  month  will  not  have  elapfed  after 
your  Report  came  into  my  poffeffion,  before  this  let- 
ter will  have  been  publifhed  ; during  which  interval 
I have  been  fubjef):  to  many  profeffional  and  other  in- 
terruptions which  will  I hope  obtain  fome  favourable 
allowance  for  its  many  defedls. 

I have  been  careful  to  affert  nothing  which  I did  not 
believe  to  be  true,  and  1 have  endeavoured  to  avoid  of- 
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fence  as  much  as  the  nature  of  my  undertaking  would 
permit ; Tome  degree  of  warmth, however,  and  fome  af* 
perity  of  expreflion  are,  I fear,  unavoidable  in  contro’ 
verfial  difcuffions.  Thofe  wdio  write  and  print  at  leifure  1 
have  opportunities,  in  the  hours  of  calm  deliberation, 
to  revife  and  corre£l:  whatever  may  be  amifs  ; but  thcfe 
opportunies  I have  not  ventured  to  allow  myfelf,  be- 
caufe  it  was  believed  that  your  Report  would  become 
the  fubjeft  of  parliamentary  confideration  immediately 
after  the  Eafter  adjournment,  and  1 therefore  refolyed 
to  commit  my  letter  to  the  prefs  partially j as  faft  as  I 
could  write  it,  I mention  this  as  an  excufe  for  fome 
things  which  I (hould  otherwife  have  altered,  perhaps 
improved,  and  as  a motive  with  yourfelves  and  others 
for  granting  me  that  indulgence  of  which  I have  need, 
and  which  I folicit  from  all  my  readers,  and  particu- 
larly from  the  different  defcriptlons  of  army  furgeons. 
It  has  been  a difficult,  and  certainly  an  unpleafant  tafh; 
for  me  to  enter  upon  an  examination  and  comparifon 
of  their  pretenfions  and  qualificationsas  oppofed  to  thofe 
of  the  phyficians  ; but  I hope  they  will  have  the  juf- 
tice  to  remember  that  this  has  been  made  neceiTarvno^ 
by  any  claim, much  lefs  hy  2.nv'agg re ffion  on  the  part 
of  the  phyiicians,  but  folely  by  thofe  of  the  furgeons  s and 
that  this  comparifon  has  been  delayed  until  the  lafl: 
hour, and  then  only  made  for  the  purpofe  of  felf  defence. 
Of  the  furgeons  in  general  I profefs  to  think  as  favour- 
ably, and  to  entertain  as  much  effeem,  as  they  probably 
do  of  each  other;  allowing  only  for  a little  of  that  efprit 
tie  corps y which  probably  attaches  itfclf  in  fome  degree  to' 
all  profeffions  though  perhaps  to  none  lefs  than  to  the 
phyficians.  I confider  the  furgeons  of  Great  Britain 
as  excelling  thofe  of  every  other  nation  in  the  w^orld, 
and  thofe  of  London  in  particular,  as  highly  difiingulfii- 
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'<8d  not  only  by  their  profefTional,  and  often  fcientific 
attainments,  but  all'o  by  their  liberal  fentiments  and 
accompHfhments and  I have  never  been  fo  abfurd  as 
to  fuppofe  that  they  might  not  become  as  good 
phyficiana,  as  thofe  among  the  latter  who  are  regularly 
educated,  if  they  would  employ  the  fame  means.  But 
not  having  clone  this,  having  on  the  contrary  purfued 
a different  courfe  and  become  gootlfurgeomy  I muft  for 
this  reafon  doubt,  generally  fpeaking,  of  their  compe- 
tency as  phyficians,  efpecially  when  I confider  the  li- 
mited extent  of  human  intelleiSf,  which  rarely  permits 
the  fame  individual  to  be  at  the  fame  time  a good  phy- 
fieian  and  a good  furgeon.  I confefs,  however,  with 
pleafure,  that  fome  inftances  have  occurred  of  furgeons, 
who,  by  the  great  liberality  of  nature  and  their  own  un- 
common indudry,  have  become,  I believe,  very  good 
phyficians,  and  1 have  the  fatisfa^lion  of  numbering 
fome  of  thefe  among  iny  particular  friends.  Yet  I 
think  that  even  they  might  have  exceeded  their  prefent 
excellence  if  they  had  originally  applied  themfelves 
only  to  pliyfic. 

You  will  have  too  much  liberality  not  to  pardon  me 
for  having  introduced  in  this. letter  the  above  explana- 
fion,  which  1 could  not  but  feel  due  to  the  luigeons. 

1 have  the  honour  to  be,  . . . 
with  the  greatefl  rd’pecf. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  mod  obedient 

and  humble  fervant, 

EDW.  NATH.  BANCROFT. 

London y April 
i8o8. 

• - 

Vv  . I'liiH,  t'nnlur, 

Old  Bailey, 


